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now diſperſed among the Nations 
will, in a ſhort time, with the reſt 
I) of the Iſraelites, be reſtored to your 
own Land, and enjoy there the greateſt Proſpe- 
rity, and that, through you, all the Nations will 
be bleſſed: to whom can I better addreſs it 
than tou, the Heirs of theſe Promiles ? | 

2 x | A 2 When 


When Mankind was formerly ſunk in Vice 


——— 


Poſterity, to preſerve in the World the Know- 
ledge of himſelf the One only true God, and to 
enforce the Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs, as 


the only Method of obtaining his Favour. And - 


becauſe Abraham was faithful and obediest, God 
promiſed to multiply his Poſterity exceedingly, 
to give them the Land of Canaan for an everlaſt- 


ing Poſſeſſion, and that in them all the Nations 


of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. After this, to en- 
courage his Deſcendants the Iſraelites, to perſe- 
vere in the ſame Fidelity, and to excite them to 


become Examples of Virtue to the reſt of Man- 
kind; he promiſed them, if they would be good 


and obedient, that then he would be their con- 


ſtant Support and Defence, and bleſs them in 


that Land with all manner of temporal Proſpe- 
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rity, and would alſo exalt them above the reſt f 


the World, and make them high above all Na- 
tions in Praiſe, in Name, and in Honour. But 


at the ſame time he denounced ſevere Threatnings 
againſt them, if, inſtead of being a Light to the 
Nations around them, they ſhould ſuffer them- 


ſelves to be corrupted, and become diſobedient 


and wicked; that then he would puniſh and 


afflict them, their Land ſhould be deſolete, their 
| | . . Cities 


Cities waſte, and he would ſcatter them among 
all People, from the one End of the Earth even 
unto the other: all which we find exactly ful- 
filled at this time. | TT 


Since this is the Caſe, and your preſent Diſper- 
ſion is the Conſequence and Effect of the Ini- 
quities and Diſobedience of your Fathers; and 
yet, whenever you will humble yourſelves before 
God, and ſeek him with all your Heart, and with 
all your Soul, even in theſe latter Days, he has 
declared he will reſtore you to his Favour ; why 
do you not turn to him with a ſincere and humble 
Mind, when you have the Promiſe of a Reſto- 
ration to your own Land, of the Enjoyment of 


true Happineſs therein, and of the greateſt Glory 


and Honour upon that Condition ? —-The Earth 
alſo mourns, and the Inhabitants thereof are diſ- 
mayed, Wars and Rumours of Wars, Fears and 
Troubles frequently ſurround us, the Rulers of 
the World are often at variance, and then Thou- 
ſands under them ſuffer. But as in you all the 
Families of the Earth are to be bleſſed, ſince God 
has promiſed to give you the Meſſiab to reign over 


you at Feruſalem, whoſe Kingdom ſhall be an 


everlaſting Kingdom of Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
and in the laſt Ages be eſtabliſhed over the whole 
Earth, to you therefore will the Nations look, 
who, under the immediate Government of the 


Meſſiah your King, are to be the Miniſters of 


God, the Reſtorers of better Times, when Peace 
and Proſperity ſhall univerſally flouriſh, Your 
Seed ſhall be known among the Gentiles, and your 
Offipring among the People: all that ſee you ſhall 
acknowledge you to be the Seed which the Lord has 

bleſſed, 


_ ST... 
Bleſſed, You ſhall be named the Prigſts of the Lord, 


they ſhall call you the Miniſters of our God, And 


Feruſalem ſhall be an eternal Excellency, a Foy of 
many Generations. They ſhall call Jeruſalem the 
Throne of the Lord, and all the Nations ſhall be 
gathered unto it. And they ſhall beat their Swords 


into Ploꝛv-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning- 
books; Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt Na- 


tion, neither ſhall they learn War any more (1). 


Give me leave then to addreſs myſelf to you, 


intreating you to conſider the glorious Proſpect, 


and the exceeding great Promiſes which are ſet 
before you; and may theſe Conſiderations effec- 
tually excite you to true Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life ; that ſo you may regain the Favour 
of God, and conſequently be entitled to a ſpeedy 
and happy Reſtoration to your own Land, and 
to the Poſſeſſion of all thoſe Bleſſings, which 
he has fo abundantly promiſed you. And re- 


member, that God not only requires of you an 


exact Obedience to all the Rites and Ceremonies 
he has enjoined you, but moreover that Holineſs 
and Purity of Mind, with Righteouſneſs, Cha- 
rity, and Goodneſs ſhould be your conſtant 
Practice and Delight; doing juſtly, loving Mercy, 
and walking humbly before your God; ſhewing 


by your Actions, that you are not only the De- 


ſcendants of Abraham, but the Inheritors alſo of 
his Virtues. Then fhall thy Light break ferth 


as the Morning, and thy Health ſhall ſpring forth 


ſpeedily, and thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, 


1) Ja. Ixi. 9, 6. andix.15. Fer. iii. 17. Ja. ii. 4. 
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Places, thou ſhalt raiſe up the Foundations of many 


Generations, And the Ranſomed of the Lord ſhafl 
return, and come to Zion with Songs, and ever- 
laſting Foy upon thei® Heads: they ſhall obtain 

Foy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and & ighing ſhall 
flee away (3). . Ts 


To conclude, let me intreat you to be earneſt 
in your Addreſſes to God, for his gracions Aid and 
Aſſiſtance, to cleanſe you from all your Iniqui- 
ties, and to renew a right Spirit within you: 
that he would pour out upon you the Spirit of 
Grace and of Supplication, and would graciouſly 
fulfil all his Promiſes to you. 


Thou, O Lord, remaineſt for ever, thy Throne 


from Generation to Generation. Wherefore deft 


thou forget us for ever, and forſake us ſo long 
time? Jo us indeed belongs Confuſion of Face, be- 
cauſe we have ſinned againſt thee ; but to the Lord 


our God belong Mercies and Forgiveneſs, though 


we have rebelled againſt him. Turn thou us unto 
thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, renew our 
Days as of old. Be not wwroth very ſore, neither 
remember Iniquity for euer: behold, ſee we beſeech 
zhee, We are thy People, Thy holy Cities are a 
Wilderneſs, Zion is a Wilderneſs, Jeruſalem a De- 


folation. Our holy and our beautiful Houſe, where 
our Fathers praiſed thee, is burnt up with Fire, 


(z) So it ſhould be tranſlated, that is, if I underſtand-it right, 
will reſtore you to your own Land, Jg. Iviii. 8, 12. 
43) lla. wexv, 19. 
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and all our. pleaſant things are laid waſte. Hear 
Tron from the Heavens, even from thy Dwelling- 
place, our Prayers, and our Supphcations, and 
forgive thy People which have ſmned againſt 
Thee (4). Kh x 
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OF TH K 
Future Reſtoration 
OF THE 
JEWS and ISRAELITES 


T O 


THEIR OWN LAN P. 


E find in the Writings of Moſes, ſeveral 
Promiſes made by God to Abrabam, Iſaac 
and Jacob, that he would give to their Seed 
the Land of Canaan for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. 
Theſe Promiſes were afterwards confirmed to their 
Poſterity by the Prophets, in different Ages ; with 


the further Aſſurance, that he would bleſs them there- 


in with the greateſt Happineſs, and exalt them high 
above all Nations ; that Jeruſalem ſhould be an eternal 


Excellency, the Reſidence of the Maſſiab, arid. the 
Throne of the Lord. Whereas we find the Jews 


have been expelled that Country for almoſt ſeventeen 


hundred Years, and continue even to this time di- 
ſperſed among all the Nations of the Earth; while the 
reſt of the 1/rachites, or the Ten Tribes, equal Heirs 
of the ſame Promiſes, have been driven from thence 
very near two thouſand five hundred Years, and the 
Land of Canaan lies in a manner deſolate. Theſe 
things naturally lead us to enquire, ' whethef theſe 
Promiſes of God have been fulfilled, or whether there 


is {till to be a future Reſtoration of all the J/raclites, 


* = 


( 10) 
or the Twelve Tribes, to this Land. ad if ſo, let 
us further examine, what will be their State and Con- 
dition after their Re- ſettlement there; and whether the 
Meſſiah will come and dwell among them at Jeruſalem, 
and in the laſt Ages eſtabliſh his Kingdom there over 
all the Nations of the Earth ; introducing a moſt 
glorious and divine State, and reſtoring univerſal 
Peace and Happineſs to all Mankind. 


SxcTion L 


Of the Future Reſtoration of all the Twelve 
Tribes of Iſrael. 


\OD having called Alraham out of Chaldea into 


the Land of Canaan, and Abraham obeying his 


Voice, he promiſed him he would give that Land to 


his Seed (1); which ſome time after he confirmed to 
him, with this Addition, that he would give it to 
them for ever (2). After this, God eſtabliſhed an 
everlaſting Covenant with Abraham, and with his 
Seed, to be a God unto them, and to give them all 
the Land of Canaan for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion ; which 
Covenant he at the ſame time limited to 7/aac, and his 
Poſterity, excluſive of IJſhmael, and his Deſcendants 
(3). Accordingly he afterwards aſſured Iſaac, that 
he would give all theſe Countries to his Seed (4). But, 
as Iſaac had two Sons, Eſau and Jacob, this Promiſe 
was once more limited to Jacob and his Poſterity, 
excluſive of Eſau and his Children. For we not 
only find J/aac transferring the Bleſſing of Abraham 
to Facch and his Seed, one Part of which was the 
Right of Inheritance to this Land; but God himſelf 
alſo confirming it to him, aſſuring him that the Land, 
which he gave Abrabam and Tſaac, he would give to 
him and to bis Seed ( 5)3 and, as Jac relates it in 

anothey 


- (2 Gen. Xl. 7. (2) Gem xiii. 15. 


(3) Gen. xvii. 7, 8, 190, 20, 21. To be-a Cod to them, weite. 


his being their proper King and Governor. 
(4) Ger. xxvi. 3, 4. 
(65 Gen, xxviii. 4, 13, 14, and xxxv. 12, 
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(11) 
another Place, God promiſed it to his Seed for. an 
evexlaſting Poſſeſſion (6) : So that the Poſterity of Ja- 


cob alone were the Heirs of theſe Promiſes, and enti- 


tled to the full Poſſeſſion of all the Land of Canaan 


for ever. Let us then enquire how far this has been 


fulfilled. 
But firſt, we would obſerve, that it was to be ſe- 


veral Ages before the Poſterity of Abraham were to 


take Poſſeſſion of the Land (7); beſides which, their 
Continuance in it was to depend intirely upon their 
Obedience: For thus God aſſured the 1/raelites, that, 
if they proved wicked and diſobedient to him, he 


would greatly afflict and puniſh them; and, if they did 


not then reform and amend their Lives, he would ex- 
pel them out of the Land, and ſcatter them among 


the Nations, till they thoroughly repented, and hum- 


bled themſelves before him (8). Accordingly it 


was four hundred and ſeventy Years after the firft 


Promiſe. made to Abraham, before his Deſcendants 


begun to take Poſſeſſion of the Land (9) ; and about 


ſeven hundred and thirty Years after, ten of the 
Tribes were, for their Idolatries and great Tranſgreſ- 


tons, quite rooted out of it, and carried away Cap- 


tives into Media, and other Places, by the King of 
GM ria, and have never been reſtored ſince. The 
other two Tribes of Fudah and Benjamin continued 


ſtill in their Part of the Land about one hundred and 
thirty-three Years longer, when God gave them up, 


(6) Cen. xlviii, 4. See alſo Exod. xxxii. 19, © 
7) For God told 4braham, his Seed ſhould firſt be Strangers, 


and in a State of Servitude and Affliction for 400 Years, Gen. xv. 
13, 14. and ſuch exactly was the Period from the time 1/aac was 
five Years old, to the coming of the Iſaelites out of Egypt. . * 


(8) Levi. xxvi. 14, to the End. Deut. iv. 25 to 32, &c. _ 

(9) For it was 3o Years from the giving of the firſt Promiſe to 

braham, to the time Jaac was five Years old, to which add 
400 Years, to the coming of the 1/-aze/ites out of Egypt, and it 
gives 430 Years for the ſojourning of the Children of {/rae! and 


their Fathers in Canaan and Egypt. See Exod. xii. 40, 41. To 


which add 40 Years, during which the 1/-aelites (for their Diſ- 


obedience and Rebellion againſt God) wandred in the Wilderneſs. 


4 


B 2 — 


Numb. xi v. 33. : 


(12) 
for their Iniquities, to Nebuchadnezzar, who deſtroyed ; 
great Numbers of them, burnt their City and Temple, 
and carried many of them captive to Babylon. But, 
about fifty-two Years after this Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
Jem, (or ſeventy Years from their firſt Captivity. by 
Nebuchadnezzar) Cyrus reſtored them to their own 
Country, and put them in Poſſeſſion of Judæa, or 
that Part of the Land of Canaan, which they before 
inhabited. Now very few of the ten Tribes returned 
with the Jews; for Fo/ephus aſſures us, that the in- 
tire Body of the People of Iſrael, (that is of the ten 
Tribes) ſtill remained in the Country whither they 
were carried captive ; wherefore, ſays he, there are 
but two Tribes in Aſia and Europe, ſubject to the 
Romans, while the ten Tribes are beyond Euphrates 
till now (10), that is, till Foſephus*'s time, who wrote 
his Hiſtory after the laſt Deſtruction of Jeruſalem by 
Titus —— The Fews, thus reſtored by Cyrus, dwelt 
there a little above ſix hundred Years, when, on Ac- 
count of their great Wickedneſs (11), they were de- 
livered into the Hands of the Romans, who deſtroyed 
their City, burnt their Temple, killed great Numbers 
of them, and the Remainder were carried into Capti- 
vity by Titus, very near ſeventeen hundred Years 
ago; during all which Period they have had no Re- 
ſtoration, but have continued diſperſed among the 
Nations, and ſtill remain a diſtinft People from 
the "EP | | Ee 
Since, then, the 1/raelites have the Promiſe of an e- 
verlaſting Poſſeſſion of the Land, does it not follow, 
that, tho* upon their Diſobedience they were to be ex- 
pell'd that Country, even for a long time, yet the Right 
of Inheritance ſhould till be theirs, and, upon their 
ſincere Repentance, they ſhould be reſtored to it a- 


(10) Fo/eph. Antig. B. 11. Ch. 5. | 
(11) I can't but obſerve here, that even Jo/ephus ſays, the 
Wickedneſs of the Jews was ſo great at this time, that if the Ro- 
mans had not deſtroyed them, he believes the Earth would have 
ned and ſwallowed them up ; or that they would have been 


deftroyed as Sodom was. War, Ic. B. 5, Ch. 13. = 
1 Bain? 


(13) 
gain? Agreeably to which, we find, that, tho* God 


aſſured the Iſraelites, before he permitted them to 


enter the Land, that, if they proved wicked and diſ- 
obedient, he would root them out of that Country, 
make their Cities waſte, their Land deſolate, and 
would ſcatter them among all Nations (12): Yet ftill he 


declared, he would not reject them for ever, but that, 


even when they were in their Enemies Land, if they 
would confeſs their Iniquities and the Iniquities of 
their Fathers, and humble themſelves before him; 
then, ſays he, will I remember my Covenant with Ja- 


cob, and alſo my Covenant with aac, and alſo my Co- 


wvenant with Abraham, and I will remember the Land: 
and, when they be in the Land of their Enemies, I will 
not caſt them away, neither will I abhor them, to deſtroy 
them utterly, and to break my Covenant with them, for I 
am the Lord their God (13). So alſo Moſes told them, 
that, if they provoked God to Anger, they ſhould 


ſoon utterly periſh from off the Land, and the Lord 


would ſcatter them among the Nations: Yet he im- 
mediately adds, But, if from thence thou ſhalt ſeek the 
Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him with 


all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul: When thou art in 


Tribulation, and all theſe things are come upon thee, even 


in the latter Days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and 
ſhalt be obedient to his Voice, he will not forſake thee, 


nor deſtroy thee, nor forget the Covenant of thy Fathers, 


which he ſware unto them (14). And again, Moſes tells 


them, that, when they ſhall call to mind the Bleſſing 


and the Curſe, which is fet before them, when they 


are among all the Nations whither God has driven 
them, and ſhall return unto the Lord, and obey his 
Voice, with all their Heart, and with all their Soul ; 


Then, ſays he, the Lord thy God will turn thy Capti- 


vity, and have Compaſſion upon thee, and will return and 


gather thee from all the Nations, whither he has ſcattered 


{12) Levit. xxvi. 31, 32, 33. See alſo Deut. iv. 20, :20, 273 


and xxviii, 58, 63, 64. and xxx. 15, to the End. 


(13) Lewit. xxvi. 40 to 46. 
(14) Deut. iv. 25 to 32. | 
3 | thee. 


Ee) 
thee. If any of thine be driven out into the utmoſt Paris 
of Heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather 
thee, and from thence will be fetch thee : And he will 
bring thee into the Land, which thy Fathers poſſeſed, and 
thou ſhalt poſſeſs it, and he will do thee good, and multi- 
Ply thee above thy Fathers (15). 

From hence it appears, that the Promiſe of a fu- 
ture Reſtoration of the Iſraelites, that is of the twelve 
Tribes, to their own Land, is ſtill in full Force, even 
in theſe latter Days, upon this Condition, that they 
confeſs their Iniquities, and return to God, and obey 
his Voice. If it be aſk'd, whether they will ever re- 
pent and turn to God ? Let the Prophets be conſidered, 
who aſſure us, that God will bring this about, by re- * 
compencing their Sins double upon them, and greatly 
afflicting and humbling them: And that theſe Afflic- Y 
tions will end in the thorough Repentance and Amend. 
ment of many of them, who ſhall be reſtored to this Ws 
Land, while all the Wicked and Incorrigible ſhall be 
cut off and deſtroyed. Behold the Days come, ſaith the 
Lord, when it ſhall no more be ſaid, the Lord liveth, tbat 
brought up the Children of Iſrael out of the Land of 8 
Egypt: But the Lord liveth, that brought up the Chil: © 

dren of Iſrael from. the Land of the North. and from all *% 
the Lands, whither he had driven them, and 1 will bring 
them again into their Land, that ] gave unto their Fus 
thers. Behold. I will ſend for many Fiſhers, faith the 
Lord, and they ſhall fiſh them; and — will 1 ſend for 
many Hunters, and they ſhall hunt them from every Moun- | 
tain, and from every Hill, and out of the Holes of the 
Rocks : For mine Eyes are upon all their Ways, they ares 
not hid from my Face, neither is their Iniquity hid from 
mine Eyes: And firſt will I recompence their Iniguity, and 
their Sin double 16). Now that this relates to a yet fun- 
ture Period, appears fom hence, that the only Reſto- 
ration any of the 1/raelites have had ſince this Prophecy 
was given, was only a partial one, conſiſting of the 
two Tribes of Judab and Benjamin, and char _ from 1] 

) Deut. xxx. 1, to 11. ; | 
00 ) Feremah xvi. 14, to 19. 
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Babylon, which lies Eaſt of their Land: Whereas this is 
to be a Return of the Children of J/rael, (and there- 
fore moſt probably of all the twelve Tribes, ) from the 
North, and from all the Lands wherein they are di- 
ſperſed. Beſides which, this Reſtoration is to be at- 
tended with ſuch Troubles and Afflictions, as ſeems 


not to have been in the leaſt fulfilled at the Time of 


the Reſtoration of the Jews by Cyrus. And to con- 
firm this, we find God ſpeaking thus by his Prophet 
Ezekiel to the Houſe of Iſrael, As live, ſaith the 


Lord God, ſurely with a mighty Hand, and with a 
ftretched-out. Arm, and with Fury poured out, will I rule 


over you : And I will bring you out from the People, 
and will gather you out of the Countries, wherein you are 
ſcattered, with a mighty Hand and with a ſtretebed- out 
Arm, and with Fury poured out: And TI will bring you 
into the Wilderneſs of the People, and there will I plead 
with you Face to Face; like as I pleaded with your 
Fathers in the Wilderneſs of the Land of Egypt, ſo will 
I plead with you, ſaith the Lord God: And I will cauſe 
You to paſs under the Rpd ; and I will bring you into the 
Bond of the Covenant, and I will purge out from among 
you the Rebels, and them that tranſgreſs- againſt me + I 
will bring them forth out of the Country where they ſo- 
gourn, and they ſhall not enter into the Land of Iſrael, 
*and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord (17). This Pro- 
phecy alſo plainly relates to a future Period; for the 
bringing the Jſraelites out of the Countries, wherein 
they are ſcattered, in ſo diſtinguiſhing a Manner, the 
pleading with them in the Wilderneſs Face to Face in 
their Paſſage up to their Land, and the deſtroying all 
the Wicked among them, is ſuch a Reſtoration, and 
attended with ſuch Circumſtances, as has never yet 
been known, And that this Prophecy relates to all 


the twelve Tribes, appears from what follows, where 


God declares, he will bring them into the Land of I 
rael, and that in his holy Mountain (or at Mount Zion) 


(17) Exel. xx. 23, to 29. 
there 
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( 16 ) 


there ſhall all the Houſe of Iſrael, that is the twelve 


Tribes, ſerve him (18). 
But ſtill, for a Sac Pia of the PRION Reſtoras 


tion of all the twelve Tribes, let us. proceed to ſome 


other Prophecies; and let it be remembered, that as 
the Iſraelites, or the ten Tribes, have had no Return, 


ſince they were. firſt driven out of the Land; there- 
fore wherever the Reſtoration of Iſrael is mentioned, 
it muſt relate to a future Period. And as the Jews, 
or the two Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, have had 


only a Return from Babylon, which lies Eaſt of 


their Country ; ſo wherever the Reſtoration of Fudah 
is ſpoken of, as from the North, and from all the 
Countries, wherein they are ſeattered this muſt alſo 
be ſtill future (19). Lo the Days come, ſaith the 
Lord, that I wil bring again the Captivity of my Peo- 
ple Iſrael and Judah, and I will cauſe them to return to 
the Land that I gave to their Fathers, and they ſhall pof- 
ſeſs it. After this, he ſays, he will multiply them and 
make them glorious, that they ſhall be his People, and 


he will be their God; but denounces his Anger a- 


gainſt the Wicked, and then adds, in the latter Days 


ye ſhall conſider it (20). And again, ſpeaking of all the 


Families of Trae, that is, the twelve Tribes, he ſays, 
Behold, I will bring them from the North Country, and 
gather them from the Coaſts of the Earth, and with them 
the Blind, and the Lame, the Woman with Child, and ber 
that trævaileth with Child together, a great Company ſhall 
return thither. They ſhall come with Weeping, and with 
Supplications will I lead them: I will cauſe them to 


walk by the Rivers of Waters in a ſtraight Way, where- 
in they ſhall not ſtumbie; for I am a Father to Iſrael, 


and Ephraim 7s my Firjt-born ( 21). So alſo by ano- 

(18) Exel. xx. 40. to 45. 

(ig) Note, by Judab is meant __ two Tribes of Fadah and 
Benjamin, which are commonly called Fewws ; and by 1/-ael, or 
Ephraim, the other ten Tribes; but wherever we find a// the 
Hinſe of Iſrael, or the auhole Houſe of Iſrael, or all the Families 
of Iſrael, or the Children of 1/rael, &c, there all the twelve 
Tribes muſt, I think, be underſtood, 

\ (20) Fer. xxx. 3, 18, to the End. 
3 (23) Jer. xxx. 8, 9. | 
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ther Prophet God declares, he will not utterly de- 


ſtroy the Houſe of Jacob, but that all the Sinners a- 


mong them ſhall die by the Edge of the Sword: 
That he will bring again the Captivity of his People 
of Iſrael, (that is, will reſtore them to their own 
Land,) and they ſhall build their waſte Cities, and be 
bleſſed with great Plenty, and then aſſures them, they 


ſhall no more be pulled up out of their Land (22), Which 


lainly determines this to be a yet future Reſtoration, as 
they will then never be rooted out of the Land any more. 
And thus, God having by Hoſea foretold, that the 
Children of Iſrael. ſhould abide many Days without 
a King or a Prince; and without a Sacrifice, Cc. (as 
has been the Caſe with them for ſeveral Ages, and 
ſtill continues to be at this Time,) yet he immedi- 
ately adds, afterwards ſball the Children of Iſrael re- 
turn, and ſeek the Lord their God, and David their 
King, (that is, the Maſſiab) and ſhall fear the Lord and 
his Goodneſs in the latter Days (23). So alſo by the 
Prophet Jeremiah, Behold the Days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that 1 will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, and a 
King ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall execute Judgment 
and Fuſtice in the Earth. In his Days Judah fhall be 
ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely : And this is his Name 
whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
7. e bebold the Days come, ſaith the Lor A, when they 


ſhall no more ſay, The Lord liveth, WIC broug ht up the 


Children of Iſrael out of the Land of Egypt: But, The 
Lord liveth, which brought up, and which led the Seed of 
the Children of Iſrael our of the North Country, and 
from all the Countries whither 1 had driven them, and 
they ſhall dwell in their own Land (24. Here we have 
another Promiſe, that God will reſtore the Seed of 
Iſrael, that is, the twelve Tribes; that this Return 
ſhall be from the North, as well as from all other 
Parts, and that a Branch of David, that is the Me/- 


fiab, ſhall reign over them with Righteouſneſs and 


(22) Amos ix. 8, to the End. 

(23) Heſea iii. 4. 5. 

(24) Jer. xxiii. 5, to g. | 
6 Equity: 


( 18 ) 
Equity : None of which Things have ever yet been 
fulfilled, and therefore muſt relate to a future Period. 
And again, Iſaiab ſpeaking of the Greatneſs and Ex- 
cellency of this King, and of the peaceable and happy 
Times, that will flouriſh in the World under his Go- 
vernment, to whom even the Gentiles ſhall ſeek, adds, 
It fhall come to paſs in that Day, that the Lord ſhall ſet 
his Hand again a ſecond Time to recover the Remnant of 
his People which ſhall be left: And he ſhall aſſemble the 
 Outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed of 
Judah from the four Corners of the Earth (a5). 
But, the more fully to confirm the Certainty of a 
future Reſtoration of all the Iſraelites, let us conſider. 
the glorious and happy Times, when the Meſiab ſhall 
reign over them at Feru/alem, which cannot be accom- 
pliſhed, till they are reſtored to that Land. And 
here I would obſerve, that as the Prophecies relating 
to Babylon, to Egypt, to Tyre, &c. and many of thoſe 
relating to the Jets, as their Captivity by Nebuchad- -.. 
nezzar, their Reſtoration by Cyrus after ſeventy Years, 
their Deſtruction by Tiz#s, and preſent Diſperſion, 
Sc. have been literally fulflled ; ſo we have the fame 
Reaſon to conclude, that all the reſt of the Prophe- 
cies concerning the State of the /raektes yet unfulfil- 
led, will be alſo as literally accompliſhed. Now Je- 
remiab, ſpeaking of a Reſtoration of the Children of 
Iſrael from the North, which has not yet been known, 
. ſays, At that Time they ſhall call Jeruſalem, The Throne 
of the Lord, and all the Nations ſhall be gathered unto 
11, to the Name of the Lord to Jeruſalem. In thoſe Days, 
the Houſe of Judah ſhall walk with the Houſe of Iſrael, 
and they ſhall come together out of the Lend of the North, 
4o the Land that I have given for an Inheritance uno 
eur Fathers (26). So allo by another Prophet, ſpeak- 3 
ing of Teruſalem; Thus ſaith the Lord God, behold I * 
vill extend Peace to her like a Stream, and the Glory of 
the Gentiles like à flowing Stream; and I will gather 
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(25) Ja. Chap. xi. | 3 ; 
(26) Fer. iii. 17, 18. C £ 3 
. all 


(19) 
all Nations and Tongues, and they ſhall come and ſee my 
Glory : And they ſhall bring all your Brethren for an Of- 
fering unto the Lord, out of all Nations, upon Horſes 
and in Chariots, and in Litters, and upon Mules, and 
upon ſwift Beaſts, to my holy Mountain Jeruſalem (27). 


And again; Surely the Iſles ſhall wait for me, and the 
Ships of Tarſhiſh fir/t, to bring thy Sons from far, their 


Silver and their Gold with them, unto the Name of the 
Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Iſrael, becauſe he 
has glorified thee. And the Sons of Strangers ſhall build 
up thy Walls, and their Kings ſhall miniſter unto thee : 
"XZ for in my Wrath I ſmote thee, but in my Favour have I 
= had Mercy on thee. Therefore thy Gates ſhall be open 
continually ; they ſhall not be ſhut Day nor Night, that 
they may bring unto thee the Forces of the Gentiles, and 
that their Kings may be brought ; for the Nation and 
Kingdom, that will not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh, yea, thoſe 
Nations ſhall be utterly waſted. The Sons alſo of them 
that afflicted thee, ſhall come bending unto these; and all 
they that deſpiſed thee, ſhall bow themſelves down at the 
Sotes of thy Feet, and they ſhall call thee The City of the 
Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Iſrael. I will make 
thee an eterna! Excellency, a Joy of many Generati- 
ons (28), 

When were theſe Prophecies ever fulfilled ? Is not, on 
the contrary, the Land of T/rael in a manner deſolate ? 
Have not the twelve Tribes been expelled this Coun- 


try for many Ages? And are not the Jews at this 


Time afflicted and diſperſed among all the Nations of 
the Earth? And it ſcems to be this preſent melan- 
choly Condition of theirs, and of the ten Tribes, that 
God ſpeaks of, when he compares them to dry Bones. 
Theſe Bones, ſays he, are the whole Houſe of Iſrael, 
(or the Twelve Tribes) behold they ſay, Our Bones are 
aried, and our Hope is loſt, wwe are cut off for our 
Parts; therefore thus ſaith the Lard God, Behold, O my 
People, I will open your Graves, and cauſe you to come 
up out of your Graves, and bring you into the Land of 
(27) Jia. lxvi. 12, 18, 20. See alſo xlix. 22. 


128) Ja. Chap. lx, See alſo Chap. Ixi. 8 


- 
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(20) 


Iſrael. Then he aſſures them, he will take Ephraim 


with the Tribes of IJſrael his Companions, and will 


join them with Judah, and his Companions, and will 
make them one Nation upon the Mountains of 1/raef. 


And one King, ſays he, ſhall be King to them all, and 


they ſhall no more be two Nations, and David my Ser- 
vant, (that is, the Meſiab) ſhall be King over them. 
They ſhall alſo watk in my Judgments, and obſerve my 
Statutes, and do them; and they ſhall dwell in the Land, 


that gave unto Jacob my Servant, wherein your Fa- 


thers have debelt, and they ſhall dwell therein, even they, 
end their Children, and their Children's Children for ever, 
and my Servant David ſhall be their Prince for ever. 
Moreover, I will make a Covenant of Peace with them, 
zt ſhall be an everlaſiing Covenant with them, and I will 
place them and multiply them, and will ſet my Sanfuary 
in the midſi of them for evermore : yea, I will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my People (29). Here we have 
a full Prediction of a Reſtoration of the Twelve Tribes 
to their own Land, and. of ſuch a happy State and 
Condition in it under the Meſſiab, as has never yet 
been accompliſhed. | 

We will now conclude this Head with a ſhort 
View of the nine laſt Chapters of Ezekiel, which re- 
late to the ſame Subject. The Prophet is brought, in 
the Viſion, into the Land of IJſrael, and ſet upon a 
very high Mountain, where he ſees a Houſe or Tem- 
ple, the particular Dimenſions and Meaſures of which 
are given to him, and by which we find it, in ſome 


few Reſpects, to be different from Solomon's Temple 


then lately deftroyed (30), After this the Glory of 
Sod 


29) Exe. Chap. xxxvii. | 

30) Exe, xl, xli, and xlii This Houſe differs from Solo- 
mon's Temple in theſe Particulars : The Porch before So/omor:'s 
was but ten Cubits broad, whereas this is eleven : And the Cham- 
bers, that went round about the Holy Place in Solomon's, were 
tive Cubits broad in the lowermoſt Row, ſix in the ſecond, and 
ſeven in the third: Whereas in Fze#e/'s, they are to be but four 
Cubits broad in the lowermoſt, and ſo on in Proportion. See 
1 Kings vi. 3, 6. And Exel. xl, 6, &c. and xli. 5, to 8. 2 

| | ides 


( 21) 
God enters in at the Eaſt Gate into the Houſe, to 
dwell there for ever (31) : And ſome Rules and Direc- 
tions are given to the Prieſts concerning their future 
Offerings (32). The 1/raelites are alſo commanded to 
divide the Land of J1/rael into thirteen Parts, one of 
which is to be an Oblation or Holy Portion unto the 
Lord, with the Lands belonging to their Prince or 
Head on each Side of it. The other twelve Parts are 
to be given to the twelve Tribes, who are to inhabit 
the Land very differently from what they ever have 
done yet ; ſeven of the Tribes being to dwell North of 
this Oblation, and the other five South of it (33). 
Which plainly determines this Prophecy to a future 
Period, and that the twelve Tribes will be reſtored 
at the Time of the Fulfilment of it. 
The Oblation 1s to be a Square of twenty-five thou- 
ſand Cubits on each Side (34), of which twenty-five 
| thou- 


| ſides which the Temple of Solomon was built upon Mount Moriah, 
but this of Ezekiel is to be on Mount Zion, as we ſhall ſhew 
hereafter. | 

(31) £xek. xliii. 1, to 10. and xliv. 1, to 5. | 

(32) Exe. xliii. 13, to the End, and Chap. xliv. and xlv. 13, 
to the End, and Chap. xlvi. i | 

(33) Exel. xlviii. 1, to 8. 23, to 30. For in this Diviſion of 
the Land, Dan is to have all the Northern Parts, then 4her is 
to have the next Portion ſouthward, quite from the Welt to the 
Eaſt, or the whole Breadth of the Land: Then in the ſame Man- 

ner follows Npthali, then Muna ſehb, then Ephraim, then Reuben, 
then Judah; then the whole Oblation with the City of Feru/alem 
in it, and the Prince's Portion on each Side, Eaſt and Welt of the 
Oblation : Then ftill more Southward is to be Benjamin's Portion, 
then Siimeon's, then Hachar's, then Zebulon's, and laſtly Gad's, who 
1s to have all the ſouthern Parts of the whole Land : Whereas 
formerly the Diviſion ſtood thus: Afer and Napthali were the 
moſt northern Tribes on this Side of Jordan, the firſt to the Weſt, 
the other to the Eaſt: Then Zebulon, then Jachar, then one 
half of the Tribe of Mana ſſeh, then Ephraim, and ſtill more 
ſouthward, Dan on the weſtern Side, and Benjamin on the Eaſt, 
in whoſe Inheritance was the City of Feru/alem : Then Judah had 
all the reſt, being all the ſouthern Parts of the Land, only giving 
the weſtern Part of it to Simeon ; while Reuben, Gad, and the o- 
ther half Tribe of Manaſfſeh had all the Land on the other Side 
of Jordan. See Foſb. Chap. xv. xvi. xvii. xviii. and xix. | 

(34) That theſe are Cubits and not Reeds, we ſhall ſhew here- 
after; but 'tis of the ſame Advantage to the preſent Argument, 

” whether 
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the Inhabitants of the City with Food ( 37) 


. 3 
n 


622) 


chouſand in Length, and ten thouſand in Breadth, are 
to be given to the Prieſts for their Habitations, and 
the Houſe or Temple of God is to be in it. Another 
Part of the Oblation, of the ſame Dimenſions with 
that of the Prieſts, is to be given to the Levites for 
their Poſſeſſion ; and the Remainder, being twenty- 
five thouſand Cubits long, and five thouſand broad, is 
for the City and Suburbs, with Lands adjoining, in 
the following manner (25.) . The City is to be built 
Four-{quare, four thouſand five hundred Cubits on 
every Side, having twelve Gates, three on each Side, 
to be called after the Names of the Twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael ; and the Suburbs are to extend two hundred 


and fifty Cubits further every way, making the City 


in all, five thouſand Cubits on each Side (36). And 


the Remainder, being ten thouſand Cubits long, and 


five thouiand broad on the Eaſt of the City, and the 
fame Quantity of Land lying Welt of it, is to ſupply 
Now 
all the Land, that lies Eaſt of the whole Oblation, 
quite to the River Jordan, and all that lies Weſt of it, 
to the Great Sea, is to be given to their Prince or 
Head, whom the Jſraelites ſhall chuſe at the time of 
their future Reſtoration (38). 

We are further aſſured, that this City will be ſo 
highly favoured by God, as to be called by a new 
Name, or The Lord is there (29), to ſhew his continual 
Preſence, and his Glory reſiding there ; that a Spring 
mall riſe in the Houſe, or Temple of God, which, 
continually increaſing in its Depth, as it runs along, 
ſhall ſoon become a River not to be forded, running 
eaſtward into the Dead or Eaſe Sea, whoſe Salt and 
nauſeous Waters ſhall be rendered ſweet and whole- 


whether they be one or the other ; as no ſuch Oblation has ever 
yet been laid out. 

(35) £zek. xlv. 1 to 7. and xlviii. 8 to 21. 

(36) Exe. xlviii. 16, 17, 30 to the End. 

(37) £22k. xlviii. 18. 

(38) m_ xlv. 7, 8. and xlvi. 16, 17, 18. and xlviii. 21, 22. 
Hoſea i. 11. 

139) Beek. xlvili. 35. 

ſome 


(23) 
ſome by it, and abound with great Multitudes of Fiſh 
of various Sorts ;z and that on the Banks of this River 
there ſhall grow Trees, which ſhall produce new Fruit 
every Month for Food, while their L eaves ſhall be uſed 
as Medicine, to cure the Diſorders of the Body (40). 

Theſe Particulars are fo very different from the paſt 
or preſent State of this Land, that they muſt plainly 
relate to a future Period, when the Twelve Tribes of 
Iſrael will be reſtored to this Country again. For 
ſince Ezełiel's time, the Glory of God has never re- 
ſided in their Temple; neither have the Twelve 
Tribes ever inhabited the Land, according to this Di- 
viſion of it, nor has the City of Feruſalem ever been 
built in this Form, neither has the holy Oblation yet 
been laid out, as is here directed, nor has this River 
ever yet riſen in the Temple, or healed the Dead or 
Eaſt Sea, whoſe Waters are {till falt to the higheſt De- 
gree, and extremely bitter and nauſeous, ſo that few 
or no Fiſh can live in it (41). 

Since theſe Things then have never been fulfilled, 
ſhall the Words of God fall to the Ground; or rather, 
will he not ſurely perform all that he has promiſed by 
his Prophets concerning this Land and Feruſalem? 
For he is faithful and unchangeable, who ſees thro? all 
Futurity ; he is God, and there is none elſe, neither 
is there any like him, declaring the End from the Be- 
ginning, and ſrom ancient Times the Things that ore not 
yet done, ſaying, My Counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do all 
my Pleaſure, yea, I have ſpoken it, I will alſo bring it to 
paſs (42); who will confirm the Words of his Ser- 
vants the Prophets, even ſaying to Jeruſalem once 
more, Thou ſhalt be inhabited again; and to the Cities 
ot Judah and of Tjrael, Ye ſhall be built, and I will 
raiſe again the decayed Places thereof; and the Ran- 
ſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion, with 
Songs and everlaſting Foy upon their Heads, they fhall 


(40) Exel. xlvii. 1 to 13. : 
(41) See Maunare/Ps Journey from Aletpo to Jeruſalem zd Edi- 
tion, p. 34. | 
(42) Ja. xlvi. 9, 10, 11. | 
2 obtain 


(24) 

obtain Joy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flet 
—_— ä 
Before we conclude this Section, if it be aſked, what 
is become of the Ten Tribes; ſince we have ſo full a 
Prediction of their future Reſtoration, as well as of the 
Jeros, and yet there are very few (if any) in theſe 
Parts, but the Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with 
ſome Levites? I anſwer, That when the King of 
Aſſyria rooted the Ten Tribes out of the Land, he 
placed them beyond the River Euphrates, and in the 
Cities of the Medes (44); and Joſephus aſſures us, 
they continued there even till his Time, and were then 
very numerous (45). And, as we ſtill find there are 
many, who, at this time, obſerve the Laws of Moſes, 
in or near the northern Part of Media, it ſeems pro- 
bable, that the Deſcendants of the Ten Tribes con- 
tinue there to this Day, tho' they may be commonly 
called Fews, and not Iſraelites; in the ſame manner as 
in many foreign Countries, the Eugliſo, Scotch, and 
Triſh are frequently called by the general Name of 
Engliſh (46). Thus a late Author tells us of a People 
not far from Derbent, near the Caſpian Sea, who at this 


) 


Time hve in the Mountains there, and are taken to 


be Jews : They are ſaid to ubſerve the Laws of Moſes, 
but they cannot give any Account how or when they 
came to inhabit theſe Regions; they alſo ſpeak Hebrew, 


(43) Ja. xxxv. 10. 

(44) He placed them in Halah, and in Habor, by the River of 
Gozan, and in the Cities of the Medes. 2 Kings xvii. 6. Habor of 
Chaboras was a mountainous Region, between Mria and Media, 
(or the eaſtern Parts of the preſent Kurdi/tan ;) and on the North 
of it between ¶Hria and the Gordizan Mountains, was Halah 
or Chalach, the Metropolis of Calachene, (or the northern Parts of 
Kurdiſtan ;) and beyond theſe, upon the Caſian Sea, was Gozan, 
called by Ptolomy, Gauzania, (in the northern Parts of Ghilan, in 
Perfia.) And Media lay on the South and Weſt of the Caſpian 
Sea. See Newton's Chronology, pag. 276, and Bochart. Phaleg. 
Lib. 3. Cap. 14. 

ii. B. 11. ch., 5 

(40) So alio in 7zrey, and ſome Parts of Jſia, moſt of the 
weitern European Nations, are commonly called Franks. 


a5 
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(25) 


* well 28 their proper Language (47). Now theſe 


live very near ſome of the Places whither the ten 
Tribes were carried; they obſerve the Laws of Moſes, 


and ſeem to have inhabited theſe mountainous Parts ſo 


- 


they firſt came thitber. 
But whether theſe are the Remains of the ten Tribes 


many Ages, as to have loft all Accounts how or when 


of no, this, I think, we may certainly conclude ; that 


as God has predicted their future Recurn to their own 
Land, ſo he has, without Doubt, preſerved them 
ſomewhere a diſtin People from the reſt of Man- 
kind, as he has the Jews, and will continue to do ſo, 
till their Reſtoration comes (48). 


1 S EOTTION II. 

Of the happy State of the Iſraelites in their own 
Land, for ſome Years after their Reſtoration + 
With a Deſcription of the Land, and the Good+ 
„ oy 


" TAVING ſhewn, that the Twelve Tribes of Jae! 
will be certainly once more reſtored to their own 
Land, we are, in the next Place, to conſider the 
Manner of it. Now, upon comparing the Prophe- 
cies together, which relate to this Subject, the beſt 
Judgment we can make is, that ſome Commandment 
will go forth, (but from whom it is not ſaid) to cauſe 
them to return from their preſent Diſperſion, and to 
build Feru/alem : That only Part of the Jews (and 
perhaps alſo ſome of the Ten Tribes) will go up at 


(47) The Name of this People is Kuba, or Kubatzin. See Von 
Strablenberg's Deſcription of the north and eaſtern Parts of Europe 


and Aja, p. 398, Now Derbent almoſt joins to the Province of 


Shirwan, which was Part of the ancient Media. Theſe People live 
near the Borders of the Turks, Muſcovites, and Perſians. 

(48). * Tis moſt probable the Ten Tribes dwell ſomewhere north- 
ward of the Land of Irael. See Fer. iii. 12, 18. where God 


ſpeaking of their future Reſtoration, ſays, They ſhall come toge- 


ther,“ with the Houſe of Judah, out of the Land of the North. 
Theſe Parts near Derhent lie north-eaſt of their Land. * 


9 D | firſt; 
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(26) 
which theſe ſhall dwell there, with the Accounts of 
their-Progreſs in building their City, &c, will invite 
others to follow continually, That ſome Years after 
their Return, the Tiyrks will invade them with a vaſt 
Army, and deſtroy great Numbers of them; but that 
God will then interpoſe, and preſerve the Remainder 
of them, and deſtroy their Enemies, and that then 
the Mef#ah ſhall come, as their Prince or King. The 
| News of this terrible Deſtruction of ſo numerous an 
Army of their Enemies, and of the Maſſiab's reſiding 
at Jeruſalem, will cauſe the Kings of the Earth to ſeek 
out all the Remainder of the Jews and Iſraelites, 
which ſhall ſtill continue among the Nations, and to ſend 
them up to their own Land, with great Glory and 
Honour; while many of the Gentiles will go along 
with them, to pay their Homage 1n Perſon to the 
Aeſſiah. Thus the intire Reſtoration of the Fews 
and Jſraelites, will be ſome time in perfecting. How 


far the Predictions relating to the Troubles and Af- 


fictions they are to go through, both before their Re- 
turn, and alſo in the Wilderneſs, in their Paſſage up 
thither, will be fulfilled at the Time of their firſt go- 
ing up, we cannot pretend to determine. 

If the following Prophecy of Daniel relates to theſe 
Times, as we apprehend it does, Know alſo and under- 
ſtand, that from the going forth of the Commandment, to 
cauſe to return and to build Jeruſalem, unto the Meſſiah 
the Prince, ſhall be ſeven Weels (1); then if fwe 
reckon a Day for a Year (2), it will be forty-nine 


Years from the going forth of this Commandment for 


their Return, to the coming of the Maſſiab as their 


Prince (3). Now that this coming of his, will be at 


(1) Dan. ix. 25. So it ſhould be tranſlated. | 

(2) See Numb. xiv. 34. Exel. iv. 4, 5, 6, Cc. | 

(3) From whom this Commandment will go foxth for their Re- 
turn, is very uncertain. Since, ſays Sir Iſaac Newton, the Com- 


mandment to return and to build Jeruſalem, precedes the Meſſiah the 


Prince 49 Years, it may perhaps come forth not from the Jews them- 
ſelves, but from ſome other Kingdom friendly to them, and precede 


their Return from Captivity, and give Occaſion to it. See Newton 


on the Prophecies. pag. 132, 133, and 134. 
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firſt; but *tis probable, that the Peace and Safety in 
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(27) 
the Time of this Deſtruction of the Turks, and that 
the Return of the reſt of the Children of rae! will 
immediately ſucceed his coming, we ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew in its proper Place. 

Let us now inquire into their State and Condition in 
the Land, from the Time of their firſt going up thi- 
ther, till the Tyrks come againſt them. And here, 
we find, they will dwell at Eaſe, in Peace and Plenty, 
in Safety and Security, increaſing in Goods, and Cat- 
tle, and Riches, For thus Ezekiel, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to their Enemies, at the time of their future In- 
vaſion of this Country, and calling them by the Name 
of Gog, (by which we ſhall hereafter ſhew the Turks 
are meant) he ſays, In the latter Years thou ſhalt come 
into the Land, that is brought back from the Sword, and 
is gathered out of many People, againſt the Mountains of 
Iſrael, which have been akvays (that is for many Ages) 
waſte ; but is brought forth out of the Nations, and they 
ſhall dwell ſafely all of them. And thou ſhalt think an 
evil Thought, and thou ſhalt ſay, I will go up to the Land 
of unwalled Villages, I will go to them that are at teſt, 
that dwell ſafely, all of them dwellgyg without Walls, 
and having neither Bars nor Gates (4). Here we have 
a Prediction of the State of the 7/raelizes at that time; 
they will dwell at reſt, and in Safety, having no forti- 
fied, or even walled Towns, except perhaps Jeruſa- 
lem. And what ſeems further to confirm their peace- 
able and happy State, and that they will be bleſt with 
Plenty and Proſperity during this Period, is the Riches 
they ſhall be poſſeſſed of at the Time of Gog's Inva- 
ſion of the Land: For thus the Prophet goes on, 
ſpeaking to Gop, and telling him, that his Deſign will 
be, to take a Spoil, and to take a Prey, to turn his Hand 
upon the deſolate Places, which are now inhabited, and 
upon the People that are gathered out of the Nations, 
which have gotten Cattle and Goods, that dwell in the 
 mudſt of the Land. Sheba and Dedan, and the Mer- 

chants of Tarſhiſh, with all the young Lions thereof, 


(4) Exel. xxxviii. 8, 10, 11. 


D 2 Hall 


(28 ) 


ſpall ſay unto thee, art thou come to take a Spoil ? Bat 
thou gathered thy Company to take a Prey ? to carry © 


away Silver and Gold, to take away Cattle d Goads, 
to take a great Spoil (5) ? 


Add to this another Argument for their Peace = 
Quiet, during this Period; I mean the Neceſſity of 


it, in order to ſettle their State, to build their Villages, 
and the City of Jeruſalem, with the Temple, in the 
Manner Goa has directed them by Ezekiel, Which 


things, we think, they will begin upon immediately 


after their Return, but will require many Years Peace 
and Quiet, to complete and finiſh. And as their Num- 
bers will probably be very conſiderable, and the Tarks 
will be engaged in Wars with an eaſtern and a 


northern Power, (as we ſhall ſhew hereafter ;) ſo this 
ſeems to be one Reaſon, why the Turks will not moleſt 


or diſturb them for fo many Years. 
We now come to conſider their civil State and. Go- 


vernment, during this fame Period, which we think 


will plainly appear to be excellently and wiſely adapted 
to make the whole Nation happy. For whoever duly. 


conſiders it, will find, that the great Deſign of their 


civil Laws and Government, as ſettled by Moſes, ac- 


cording to the Command of God, was to preſerve the 


Liberty and Property, and promote the Peace and. 
Happineſs of every one in the whole Nation; and at 
the ſame time to prevent (as much as poſſible ) Ame 


bition, Pride, and Luxury, which too often prove the ' 


Ruin and Deftriftion of Nations. Thus the whole 
Land was at firſt. to be in a manner cqually divided, 


(5) Ezek. xxxviii. 12, 13. We read of two different People, | 


called Sh ba and Dedau. One of them being the Deſcendants of 
Cyſt, Gen. x. 7. who are the Arabians, in he Happy Arabia, near 
the Mouth of the Per fan Gulph. The G.ner are the Poſterity of 
Abraham, by Keturah, Gen. Xv. 3. Sheba ſettled on the Bordera 
of the Happy Arabia, near the Defert Arabia, and Dedan in * 
ng. See Bochart. Pbaleg. Lib. 2. Cap. 25. and Lib. 4. Cap. 6, 

7 and 9. Which of theſe are meant here, I cannot determine 4 
but the laſt are the neareſt Neighbours to the Land of 2 

Tar/hiſh was in Cilitia, in the leſſer Re. 3 to 7 ſeß 


among 


a we tin. A... ah. — — N 0 PI Y ”— As 
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among them (60, that ſo. every Family might have 
enough for its decent and plentiful Main erance, with 
Induſtry and Frugality; and yet none have large 
Eſtates to introduce Luxury and Idleneſs among 
them (7). And as by this Means every one was free 
and independent, and in a great Meaſure upon a Le- 
vel with each other, all Pride, Ambition, and Ty- 
ranny was greatly prevented and curbed. And 
that the Advantages ariſing from this equitable Di- 
ſtribution, might be continued to their Poſterity, e- 
very Man's Poſſeſſion was unalienable, being for ever 
to be preſerved in the ſame Family to which it at firſt” 
belonged : For though the Owner might ſell it for a 
few Years, yet at the Return of every Jubilee, or fif- 
tieth Year, all Eſtates were to be reſtored to the Fa- 
mily again, free from every Incumbrance (8). By 
which Means no one was able to engroſs the Eſtates of 
others for any long Period, nor could an F amily be 
long reduced to Poverty. + 

And that the Good of every one might be conſuly- 
ed, e every ſeventh Year brought a Releaſe or For | 
neſs of all Debts to the Poor and Infolvent (9). 
And to encourage a generous and friendly Diſpoſition of 
ne towards one VT and to Rem IN "from. 
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(6) Numb. xvi. 53 to 57. "i 1 Levites wh had only 
48 Cities in it. Namb. xxxv. 1 to 8. Deut. xvili. 1, 2. But as 
they gave up their Share in the Land to the other Tribes, and 
were obliged to devote themſelves to the publick Service of God, 
and to the teaching of his Laws; ſo the reſt of the 1/-ae/ites were 
to give them the Tithe or Tenth of the Produce of their Eſtates, 
for their Subſiſtance, Numb. xviii. 21. 8 

(7) The Allotment deſigned for them at firſt ſeems, upon an 
Average, to have been about 20 Acres to each Perſon, Numb. 

xXxvi. 51 to 57. which, with the Advantages of the Soil and 

limate, and = Blef;ag of God, would enable them to maintain 
their Families in a handſome Manner, ſo as to have Plenty of 
every thing, and to want nothing. Levit. Xv. 19 to 23. 

XXvi. 5. Deut. vi. 11. and viii. g. And if they had inereaſed 

o much, that the Land could not have maintained them, they 
were then to haye had their Poſſeſſions enlarged to the River Fu- 
phrates, a, , to the Red- Sea. Exod. xxiii. 30, 3. Deut. xi. 24. 
: , (8) Ex& t Houſes in a walled City. Levit. + 10, to Ko 
( . Av. 1, to IO, | <br ra 
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(30) 


being too much multiplied, they were commanded 
to lend freely to the Poor, and to take no Uſury or 


Intereſt from one another (10), that ſo the Freedom 


and Happineſs of every Perſon might be preſerved as 
much as poſſible: And upon their Obedience to theſe 
Laws, God promiſed to bleſs them in every Thing 


they undertook (1 1). 


But further, the better to ſecure to them their Li- 
berties, and the Advantages they enjoyed under ſo 
mild and equitable a Conſtitution, the People in 
every City appointed their own Judges and Officers, 


who determined their Differences ſoon, without tedious 
Law: ſuits, or any conſiderable Expence (12). Only in 


Caſes of Difficulty, they were to conſult the Prieſts or 


the chief Judge at Feru/alem, whoſe Determination 
was final (13).-— Now the Twelve Tribes made but 


one People, uniting together for the Preſervation of 
their common Religion and Liberties (14); yet eve- 


ry Tribe was diſtinct, having its own Princes, and 
Heads of Families, who ſeem to have been conſulted 


upon particular Occaſions, and headed their Armies in 
Time of War: But neither they, nor the High- prieſt, 


nor the chief Judge, had any Power to alter the Laws, 


(12) Eæod. xxiii. 8. Deut. xvi. 18, 19. It ſeems probable 


that an Appeal lay from theſe Judges (at leaſt in ſome Caſes,) to 


the Aſſembly or Congregation of the People. See Numb. xxxv. 


8, 2 25. The Juriſdiftion of each City ſeems to have 


extended to all the neighbouring Villages, who perhaps joined 


with them in the Choice of the Judges. See Deut. xxi. 1, 
to 9. | FF 25 

(13) Deut. xvii. 8, to 14. ? 

{14) And therefore three Times in the Year a] the Twelve 
Tribes were obliged to meet at Jeruſalem, (Deut. xii. &, 6, 7, 11, 
12, 17, 18. and xvi. 2, 6, 16) for the public- Worſhip of God, 
and for their better Union with one another: And to bear their 


Expences during theſe Journeys, they were to ſet apart a (Tenth of, 


the annual Produce of their Eſtates, Sc. See Deut. Xii. 
and xiv. 23. to the End, and xv. 19, 20. 3 
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Eguity, and the ſtanding Laws of God, who was their 
9 and Governor (15). | * 
Such was the original civil Conſtitution of the / 


raelites, and ſuch will be their future State after their 


Reſtoration, with this Difference, that they will then 
appoint themſelves one Head or Prince, to be their 
chief Judge and Governor, till the coming of the Meſ⸗ 
ab; and who will then alſo probably continue their 
chief Head under him. The Power of this Prince 
will be limited by the Laws of Moſes ; and inſtead of 


_ laying any Taxes on the People for the Support of his 


Dignity and public Expences, he 1s to have conſider- 
able Poſſeſſions in the Land allotted him (16). 
As all the Land (except what is for the Prince, the 
Prieſts and Levites) will be equally divided among all 
the Children of IJſrael, that return thither : ſo this 
will oblige them to live diſperſed over the whole Coun- 
try; for tho' ſeveral of them may take to ſome ne- 
ceſſary Trades, yet the far greateſt Part of them will 
dwell in Villages (17), cultivating their own Lands, 


and feeding their own Flocks, and peaceably enjoying 


the Produce of them. Now a quiet Country Life, its 
innocent Pleaſures and Employments, the Sweetneſs 


of the Air, and the Verdure and Chearfulneſs of rural 


Scenes, naturally tend to allay the Paſſions, to make 


_ a Man ſerene and happy in himſelf, and good and be- 
neficent to others: And the Lightneſs of the Food of 


the various Fruits of the Earth, and of animal Food, 


* when ſimply dreſſed, joined with Temperance and mo- 


derate Labour, equally promote the Health of the 
Body, and fit the Mind for improving in uſeful and 


valuable Knowledge, and for the Contemplation of 


divine Truths. But the gratifying of Pride, Ambi- 
tion and Luxury, and the eager Purſuit after Riches, 
which are too much become the Buſineſs of Mankind 


(15) Deut. iv. 1, 3. and xii. 22. | 
(16) Hoſea i. 11. Exeb. xliv. 3. and xlv. 7, 8, 9, 15, to the 
End, and xlvi. 1, to 19. | 
(17) Exek. xxxviii. 11, 2 
; in 


(32) 

in great and populous Cities, bring with them many 
Afflictions, Pains and Diſeaſes of Body, and freq dent 
Anxieties of Mind, nor ever afford any true Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction. Whereas ſimple Nature is contented 
with a little, and true Happineſs eonſiſts in wanting 
little, rather than in poſſeſſing much. And the 
Bleſſings God promiſes the Iſraelites, are ſuch as are 
ſuited to this State of Life, conſiſting in regular and 
fruitful Seaſons, with Plenty of Corn and Wine, and 
all Manner of the choiceſt Fruits, Increaſe of Cattle 
of all Sorts; Health, Long: life, and many Children, 
with the quiet and peaceable Enjoyment of all theſe 
Bleſſings, and every Thing proſpering under their 
Hands (18). And their rural State of Life, with 
their perfect Enjoyment of all their civil Liberties, 
without Tyranny or Oppreſſion, is beautifully expreſſed 
by their Sitiing, that is converſing, and refreſhing 
themſelves, every one under his Vine, and under his Fig- 
tree. Happy is the People that is in ſuch a Caſe, 
yea, happy is that People whoſe God is the Lord! 

Now the Land of [frag] is very good and fruitful, 
| and the Character God gives of it is this; that it is a 
| good Land, a Land flowing with Milk and Honey, which 
is the Glory of all Lands (19). And Moſes tells the I. 1 
raelites, it 75 a good Land, a Land of Brooks of Water, 
of Fountains and Depths that ſpring out of Vallies and 
Hills, a Land of Wheat and Barley, and Vines, and Fig- 
trees, and Pomegranates, a Land of Oil-olive, and Honey; 
a Land wherein thou ſhalt eat Bread without Scarceneſs ; 
thou fhalt not lack any Thing in it, a Land whoſe Stones 
are Iron, and out of whoſe Hills thou mayſt dig Braſs. 
So that it abounds with Springs and Brooks, has a 
good Soil fit for the plentiful Production of Corn 
and all Serts of Fruits, and has in its Bowels Plenty 
of Iron ſo neceſſary for various Uſes, and Mines alſo 


(18) Exed. xxiii. 25. Levit. xxvi, 3, to 13. Deut. vii. 13s 
14, 15. and xxvili, 1, to 15. 
(19) Exod, iii. 8. Exek. xx. 6. 
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( 33 ) 
of Copper for Braſs (26). And what confirms the 
Fruitfulneſs of this Country, is the great Number of 
Inhabitants we find in it ſuſtained in David's Time, 
being above 9,000,000 (21), who in a Manner lived 
upon their own Labour, without any conſiderable Aſ- 
ſiſtance from foreign Commerce : And the frequent Sa- 
crifices, eſpecially at the three great Feaſts every Year, 
plainly ſhew what Multitudes of Cattle their Paſtures 
maintained. Thus Solomon at the Dedication of the 
Temple offered for Peace Offerings only, twenty-two 
thouſand Oxen, and one hundred and twenty Thou- 


ſand Sheep, beſides what the Congregation ſacrificed, 
which 


(20) Deut. viii. 7. 8, 9. (Note the Word Braſ ſhould be tranſ- 
lated Copper, ) See alſo Deut. xi. 10, 11, 12. And the Teſtimony 
the King of Mia gives of the Goodneſs of this Land, 2 Kings 
XVIII. 32. | ” 

{:1) In David's Time, there was numbered 500,000 valiant 
Men that drew the Sword, of the Tribe of Judah alone, and 
800,000 of //-ael or the Ten Tribes; beſides the Strangers that 


dwelt among them, and which were in Sclemon's Reign 153, 600. 


To which it we add 96, 400 for thoſe of the Tribes of Benjamin 
and Levi, which were not numbered, it gives us 1,550,000 valiant 
Men, whoſe Ages, tis probable, were between 20 and 60. See 
Numb, i. 3. Now if we reckon there were but 14 Females to 15 
Males, as 15 generally allowed to be the Proportion here among us : 
then the Number of the Women between the ſame Ages amounts to 
above 1, 446, ooo, which added to the Men gives above 2,996,c00. 
And by Mr. Smart's curious Table, drawn from Obſervations on 
the Bills of Mortality at London, it appears that about 329 Perſons 
out of every 1c00 are between the Ages of 20 and 60, which 
therefore gives us above 9,100,000 for the Number of Souls in the 
Land of 1/-ae/.——]f it ſhould be objected that London being ſo 
populous a City, where great Numbers die in their Infancy, this 


Proportion will not hold good in a fine healthy Country: I an- 


ſwer that this Proportion is greatly confirmed by the Bills of Mor- 


tality in Northampton, which is a great Town, ſeated in a healthy 


Country : For in 1744, out of 72, the Number of Burials there 
that Year, 24only died between 20 and 60; and in 1745 out of 85 
Burials, the Number between 20 and 60 was but 24: Which two 
Years Account reduced to an Average fully confirms this Propor- 
tion. Note, the above Computation is made according to 
2 Sam. xxiv. g. but by the Accounts given in 1 Chron. xxi. 5. (in 
which there ſeems to be included the 288,000 Men already en- 
rolled and numbered 1 Chron. xxvii. 1. with their Officers, &c.) 
the Number of Souls in the Land of 1/rael is conſderably greater. 
Now that Land is about 208 Miles long and 100 broad, accord- 
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which were without Number (22). And Joſephus tells 
us, that in his time, at one of their Paſſovers, the 


Number of Sacrifices amounted to above two hundred 


and fifty- ſix thouſand Lambs (23); all which deter- 


mine that the Paſtures muſt be rich (24). Beſides this 


Plenty of Cattle, how fruitful the Land was in Wheat 
and Barley, Wine and Olives, in Solomon's Reign, 
appears from the Quantities he was able to give the 
Tyrians (25). 

And Tacitus, ſpeaking of this Country, ſays, they 
have not many Showers of Rain, their Soil is ve 
fruitful, the Produce of their Land 1s like ours (in 
Italy) in great Plenty, the People are healthy, and 


able to endure Labour (26). And Joſephus tells us, I 


that Perea, or the Country beyond Jordan, was for 
the greateſt part Deſart and rough ; yet in other Parts 

roduced all kinds of Fruits, and its Plains were 
planted with Trees of all forts, tho* chiefly with the 
Olive, Vine, and Palm; and that it was ſufficiently 


ing to Mr. Whifton, containing about 13,312,000 Engliſh Acres. 
Whereas in England. and Wales, Dr. Grew computes there are above 
46 millions of acres, and yet not 12 millions of Souls in it. But 
the Province of Holland is much better peopled; for tho' it con- 
tains but one million of Engliſb Acres, it is reckoned to have about 
2,400,000 Souls. See Philoſophical Tranſactions, Ne 330. But 
then they are obliged to import the Growth of foreign Countries for 
their Subſiſtence, their own not being able to maintain them. 

(22) 1 Kings viii. 5, 63. The Word here tranſlated Oxen ſhould 
be Beewes ; as in Levit. xxii. 21. including all great Cattle, as 
Bulls and Cows. As to Oxen, they were expreſsly forbid to be 
ſacrificed at all. See Levit, xxii. 24. | 

(23) Jaſephus, War. E. 6. Ch. g. Theſe were Lambs or Kids. 
See Exod. xii. 5. 8 

(24) Thus they are called fat Paſtures, Exek. xlv. 15. 

(25) 1 Kings v. 9, 11, and 2 (ro. ii. 10, 15. | | 
(26) Tacitus, Lib. 5. Cap. 6. and Ammianus Marcellinus, Lib. 
14. Sect. 26. tells us, that the Country near Lebanon, was full of 
Beauty and Comelineſs, adorned with great and fair Cities; among 
which were the pleaſant and celebrated Cities of Tyre and Zidon. 
He adds, that Paleſtine abounded with beautiful and cultivated 
Lands, had ſeveral excellent Cities, and hot Springs in many 
Places, uſeful in many Diſtempers. And Pliny, Hit. Nat. Lib. 5. 
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C. 14. ſays, Jeruſalem was the moſt famous City, not only of + 


Judæa, but of all thoſe of the Eaſt. Abe 
4 | watered 


9 
72 


(35) 


watered with Torrents, which iſſued out of the Moun- 
tains, and with Springs, that never failed to run in 
the midſt of Summer. That Samaria and Fudæa, or 
the ſouthern Parts of the Land of Iſrael, were made 
up of Hills and Vallies, and were very fruitful, not 
watered indeed by many Rivers, but deriving their 
chief Moiſture from Rain Water, of which they have 
no want; that the Graſs was very good, and their 
Cattle yielded a great deal of Milk ; and, what (ſays 
che) is the greateſt Sign of Excellency and Abundance, 
cc they were very full of Inhabitants.** That the Soil of 
the two Galilees, or of the northern Parts of the Land, 
was univerſally rich and fruitful, and was well culti- 
vated, and exceedingly well peopled, by reaſon of . the 
Richneſs of the Soil (27). But having lince theſe times 
been overwhelmed with the greateſt Calamities and 
Devaſtations, its Villages, Towns, and Cities burnt 


and deſtroyed, its Inhabitants driven out of it for al- 


moſt ſeventeen hundred Years, and lying deſolate and 
uncultivated in a great degree for ſo many Ages; it 
is no Wonder it has loſt much of its ancient Beauty 


and Perfection, and has put on a very different Ap- 


pearance ; though ſtill it retains ſome Signs of its an- 
cient Goodneſs and Fertility, as the lateſt and moſt 


judicious Travellers inform us. 


It is ſituated in one of the beſt Climates of the 


Earth (28); for moſt of the fineſt and richeſt Coun- 


tries lie between thirty and forty Degrees of Latitude; 
which Situation, where it is joined with a good Soil, 
is generally free from the Exceſſes of Heat and Cold, 
and thereby is the beſt fitted for the Pleaſure and De- 
light of human Life, as well as ſuited to the Conſti- 
tutions of Mankind, Ir is alſo the beſt fitted for the 
kindly ripening of all ſorts of Corn, for producing the 


(27) Fo/ephus, War. B. 3. Ch. 3 and 10. 

(28) It extends from 31 to 34 Degrees of north Latitude. 
The Sun riſes at 2323 in the midſt of Summer, about 5 in 
the Morning, and ſets at 7 in the Evening: And in the ſhorteſt 
Days, in Winter, riſes about 7, and ſets at 5. So that the Length 
of the Days there, is more equal all the Year, being not ſo long 


in Summer, nor ſo ſhort in Winter, as ours are. 
X E 2 beſt 


Cy 

beſt Wines, and for bringing to perfection the diffe- 
rent Fruits of all the various Parts of the World ; 
both thoſe which grow in the colder Countries, and 
thoſe which ſeem peculiar to the hot ones; and, more- 
over, ſupplics Plenty of Graſs for Cattle (29). Now, 
beſides this Excellency of the Climate, this Country is 
ſeated along the Great Sea, and enjoys the Sea-breezes ; 
and the mountainous Parts being dry and healthy, and 
the Plains and Vallies having a good Soil, and being 
free from hot Sand, or Fens and Marſhes, the Inha- 
bitants are healthy, and the Air is good and whole- 
ſome (30). It 


(29) See Parry's Method of determining the beſt Climate of the 
Earth; and Ow2z2t0n's Voyage to Surat, pag. 7, &5c. ———Now 
the ſouthern Parts of Shain, Portugal, and Naples, all Barbary, 
the leiler 4/a, Syria, Damaſcus, Perſia, China, with the Ifles of 
Madera, Sicily, Cyprus, Japon, &c. are ſome of the beſt Coun- 
tries in the World, and all of them lie from about 30 to 40 De- 
grees of Latitude. And if we examine Virginia, Carolina, Florida 
or Louifiana, New Mexico, and California in America, which are 


in the ſame Climate, we ſhall find theſe Regions may be reckoned 


equal to the beſt Countries, though the greatelt Part of them being 
not fully cultivated, they do not appear in the Beauty they other- 
wiſe would. So alſo Chil: and La Plata, and the Ile of John Fer- 
dinando, in the ſame Degrees of ſouthern Latitude, are by all 
Travellers acknowledged to be extremely fruitful and delightful. 
To which let us add, that where God planted *the Garden of 
Eden, he choſe this Climate, as the moſt agreeable and ſuitable to 
Mankind. And I am informed, that in the Madera Iſland, in 
Latitude 32, the Sugar-cane, Pine-apple, and other Fruits of the 
hot Countries, grow with Apples, Gooſeberries, Currans, Fil- 
berts,; and other Fruits of the colder Countries, beſides thoſe 
which are natural to the Climate, as Vines, Peaches, Nectarines, 


Apricots, Figs, Oranges, Lemons, Citrons, Cherries, c. So 


that in one and the ſame Spot, there is an Aſſemblage of all the 
various Fruits of the different Parts of the Earth.- And thus 
in the Land of Zfraz?, Fo/ephus tells us, that the Fruits of the 
cold Cljmates, and of the hot ones, equally ſuited with the good 
Soil and kindly Temperature of the Air about the Sea of Tibe- 
rias. War. B. 3. Ch. 10. And Sazays, pag. 169. tells us, that 
Sugar-canes grew formerly at 7yre. 1 tis remarkable, that 


the Romans had their Cherries from Pontus and Cappadocia, Apri- 

* gots from #p7rus, Peaches from Perſia, Citrons from Media, Pome- 

granates from Cartbage, Pears and Figs from Alexandria and 

Greece, and Plums from Armenia, Syria, and particularly Da- 
maſcus; all which Countries lye within theſe Degrees. 

(30) For beſides the Climate, we muſt always conſider the Soil, 

| \ecauſs 


(37) 


It has but two rainy Seaſons 1n the Year, the for- 


mer Rains uſually fall about the beginning of Nevem- 


ber, and the latter Rains in the middle, or end of 
April; and during the Summer: ſcaſon it ſeldom rains, 
but enjoys a ſerene Air (31); at which time the 
Ground 1s watered by Dews in the Night, which are 
very plentiful (32); and even in the Winter, the 


Country is far from being unpleaſant, but for the moſt 


part of it, looks verdant and chearful (33. The Soil 
is in general very good and rich, requiring but little 


becauſe a ſandy Soil will neceſſarily cauſe intenſe Heats, as in the 
Deſert Arabia, &c. or if it abounds with Fens and Marſhes, it 
will conſequently occaſion a very unwholſome Air, as is the Caſe 
at Alexandria near Aleppo. See Le Bruyu's Travels to the Levant, 
pag. 265, The Situation of a Country ought alſo to be con- 
adered, thus the high Mountains of Lebenon being covered with 
Snow all the Winter, affect the whole Country from Zidon to Tri- 
poly, with a very piercing Cold, when the Wind is eaſterly; where- 
as the other maritime and inland Places, either to the north or 
ſouth of them, that is Syrza, or the Land of /froe/, enjoy, ſays 
Dr. Shaw, a temperature of the Atmoſphere, which is much 
milder, and attended with a more reguiar Change in the Seaſons. 
See Shaq's Travels, p. 362. and alſo 358, 217 and 218. 
The Air about Feruſalem, and in the mountainous Parts of this 
Land, is cooler than on the Sea-coaſt; and the Fruits ripen ſooner 
at Gaza, and all the neighbouring Places, than in - theſe hilly 
Parts; and much ſooner about Jericho than any where elſe ; (ſee 
Relond's Paleſtina, p. 387.) the Soil there being ſandy, and the Air 
conſequently warmer, and therefore it ſuits with the Palm (that 
is the Date) and the famous Balſam Tree. And Dr. Saad ob- 
ſerves, that when he was there, the Barley was as forward near 


| Fericho the latter End of March, as it was in the Plains of Accho a 


Fortnight after, p. 364 and' 371. The Harveſt in this Land is 
generally in May, and the Barley firſt, before the Wheat. 
(31) Shaw, p. 363. | | 
(32) Calmet of Rains, Dews, Oc. See allo Maundrel, p. 57. 
and P/alm cxxxiii. 3. | | 
(33) Dr. Shaw obſerves, that in travelling along Syria and 
Phœnicia, in December and January, the whole Country looked 
verdant and chearful, and the Woods were ſtrewed all over with 
Variety of Flowers, p. 368 and 369. See alſo Le Bruyne's De- 
ſcription of Cannobin, in Mount Lebanon, in Jauuary, p. 222. 
And Baumgarten's Account of the Country round Beroot, or Bery- 
tus, in Jauuary alſo. B. 3. Ch. 9. And Maunarell, p. 38, 39, 
and 40. who was at Beroot in March, 


* | Labour, 


—— 


| (38) 
Labour, yet returning a great Increaſe (34). And 
Dr. Shaw ſays, if it was as well peopled and cultiva- 
ted, as in former times, it would be more fruitful than 
the very beſt Part of the Coaſt of Syri2 and Phynicia, 
(which is of a light loamy Nature) for the Soil 1s ge- 
nerally much richer, and all things conſider'd yields 
a preferable Crop. The Barrenneſs or Scarcity 
rather, ſays he, which ſome Authors complain of, 
does not proceed from the Incapacity, or natural 


Unfruitfulneſs of the Country, but from the want of 


Inhabitants, and the great Averſion there is to Labour 
and Induſtry in thoſe few who poſlels it; there are 
beſides ſuch perpetual Diſcords and Depredations among 
the petty Princes, who ſhare this fine Country, that, 
tho' it was better peopled, yet there would be ſmall 
Encouragement to ſow, when it was uncertain, who 


ſhould gather in the Harveſt. Otherwiſe, he adds, 


the Land is a good Land (35). 
The Hill-country is refreſhed by Springs of excel- 


lent Water, and many of the Plains and Vallies are 


watered by Fountains, Brooks, and Rivulets. The 


only conſiderable River here is the Jordan, which near 


Jericho is deep and rapid, and about thirty Yards 
broad (36) : In its Courſe it runs thro? the Sea of T:- 
bertas, which is a very fine Lake, about fourteen Miles 

| | long, 


(34). Brocard. Deſcriptio Terre Sanctæ, Cap. 2. It ſeldom re- 
quires more than one Pair of Oxen to plow the Land. — As to 
the preſent Produce of this Country, they have a great Trade at 
Jaa for their Soap, made of Oil of Olives and the Salt of Plants, 
and export alſo from thence great Quantities of Cotton. At Ac- 
cho, they export Corn and Cotton. See Pocochs Deſcription of 


the Eaſt. Vol. II. p. 3, and 54. Hebron ſends every Year 300 


Camel. loads of Dibſe, or the Rob of Grapes, to Egypt. Shaw, p. 
367. And in the northern Parts, they have large Plantations of 
Mulberries for feeding their Silk-worms, their chief Trade being 
in Silk. 

(35) Sab, p. 364, 365, and 366, Phænicia is Part of this 
Land, being the Sea-coaſt from Egypt to Zi don. See p. 371. He 
ſays, Game of all kinds, as Partridges, Woodcocks, Snipes, Teal, 
Hares, Cc. are now in great Plenty all over this Country, 

375 | | 
(36) Saw, p. 374. He ſays, it is three Yards deep even at the 
Brink, n= Maundrell ſays, it was about 20 Yards broad when he 
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( 39) 


long, and near five broad ; the Water of which is 
very good, and abounds exceedingly with Fiſh (37). 


The River Jordan having paſſed through this Lake, 


and another ſmaller one before (38), and run about 
one hundred and twenty Miles from its firſt Riſe, at 
laſt empties itſelf into the Salt or Eaſt Sea. This Sea 
is very falt, and its Waters are extremely bitter and 
nauſeous ; ſo that few, if any, Fiſh can live in it: It 
is about ſixty Miles long, and ten broad (39).—The 


great 


was there, which ſeems to have been in a dry Seaſon, p. 82, and 
83. When Dr. Pococke was there, it was much broader, being 
wider than the Tyber at Rome, and about as wide as the Thames is 
at Wind/or. Vol. II. p 33. Thewvenot reckons it about half as 
broad as the Seine at Paris, (Part 1. Ch. 40.) which ſeems to 
agree with Dr. Shaaw's Account. The Water of it is thick or turbid, 
as Maundrell, Pococke, and Thevenot obſerve. The other 
Rivers in this Land, or more properly only Brooks, are as fol- 
lows : On the eaſt of Jordan, beſides the i'orrents, are the Ri- 
vers Fabboc, Faezer and Jar moch, which run into the Jordan; 
which laſt, with the Arnon, empty themſelves into the Salt or 
Eaſt Sea. On this Side of Jordan, are the River of Egypt, the 
River Bezor, Cana, Corſeus, Kiſchon, Belus and Laute; which, 
with ſome ſmaller ones near Joppa, and another near Mount Car- 
mel, run into the Great Sea. Some little Brooks alio emp 
themſelves into the Sea of Tiberias; and the Brook Cherzth, and 
that called EIiſba's Fountain, run into the Jordan, as the Brook 
Kidi on does into the Eait Sea. See Reland's Pala/?ina. Lib. 1. Cap. 
44 and 45. There is alſo another River, called the River of tlie 
Mouſe, which riſes about three Miles north-eaſt of Feruſalem, and 
is remarkable upon this Account; that no ſooner does the Stream 
begin to run, than it is immediately loſt under Ground, then riſes 
again, and in this manner purſues its Courſe all the way into the 
Valley of Jericho. Shaw, p. 373. 

(37) This Lake was foimerly called the Sea of Chinnereth, 
Numb. xXxiv. 11. It is reckoned to be 75 Miles north of the Eaſt 
Sea. Pococke, Vol. II. p. G7, and yo. All Travellers agree there 
is a very great Plenty of Fiſh in it. See alſo Le Brayn, p. 130. 

(38) This is the Lake Samachonitis, or the Waters of Merom. 


Job. xi. 5. Its Waters are muddy, and not good to drink. It 


is about feven Miles long, and about two, or in other Places four 


Miles broad. Pococte, Vol. II. p. 73. | 


(39) This Sea was formerly tne Vale of Sidilim, and afterwards 


became the Salt Sea, Gen. xiv. 3. It is commonly called the Dead 


Sea: But its future Name (as uſed by the Prophets) will be the 
Zaſt Sea, in oppolition to the Medilerraneuu, which is on the 
welt, and is called the Great Sea, See Ezeh. xlvii. 18, Sc. The 
Water is clear, and of the Colour of the Seca Water; it throws 


K. 


(42) 
great Sea, which waſhes this Land all along its weſtern 
Side, fits it for maintaining a Commerce with other 
Nations (40); and at the ſame time ſupplies it with 
plenty of Sea-fiſh, as the Sea of Tiberias, the Jordan, 
and other Rivers and Brooks do with River-fiſh. 

Near Jiberias, there are warm Baths, the Waters 
iſſuing out of the Ground very hot, which are of 
great uſe in many Diſorders to bathe in; and even at 
this time, there ſtill remains a Building over the Spring, 
and ſome Conveniency for bathing (41). But juſt be- 
yond Jordan, near the Eaſt Sea, there are other hot 
Waters, which ſeem to be much like thoſe we have at 
Bath in England, and are not only uſeful for bathing, 
but agreeable alſo and pleaſant to drink, and of great 
ſervice in many Diſtempers (42). : 


The 


up native Sulphur upon the Shore; and there is a Bitumen that 
often riſes, and floats on the Top of the Water, which the Arabs 


gather, and ſerves as Pitch for various Uſes. They allo fill Pits 


with the Water, which being evaporated by the Heat of the Sun, 
leaves at the Bottom very good Salt for common uſe. Pococke, 
Vol. II. p. 35, 36, and 37. Shaw, p. 375. Reland, p. 243. and 
Maunirell, p. 84. 

(40) There were formerly ſeveral good Harbours and Sea- ports 


here, which are now ruined and deſtroyed.— The belt at pre- 


ſent is at New Tyre, (ſee Poacocke, Vol. II. p. 88.) though many 
Veſſels come alſo to Foppa and Caipha. 

(41) Poecocke, Vol. II. p. 69. See alſo Jaſephus Antiq. B. 18. 
Ch. 3. Theſe Waters, Dr. Perry tells us, are too ſalt and diſ- 
agreeable for drinking. Phila/aphical Tranſactions, No. 402, =—_—_ 
They ſeem to be too ſtrong, and therefore, if mixt with a little 
warm Water, might perhaps be drank without any Diſtaſte. They 
are ſalt, and therefore probably gently purging alſo. 

(42) Theſe Baths are at Cz//irrhoe. See Joſephus, Antig. B. 17. 
Ch. 7. and War. B. 1. Ch. 33. and B. 7. Ch. 6. Pliny, Hift. 
Natur. Lib. 5. Cap. 16. So alſo other hot Baths of the ſame 
Virtues are at Gadara beyond Fardan, and were famous for the 
Cure of the Leproſy ; and formerly there were others at Emaus, 
about ſeven Miles weſt of Jern/a/em. Reland, p. 301, 30a, 303, 
and 775. Dr. Poceche alſo mentions a Mineral-water, which 


ſeems to be of Sulphur and Iron, about half a Mile ſouth of the 


Waters of Ierom, and which is ſtill walled in, as if it had been 
formerly frequented. Vol. II. p. 72, and 73. Probably *tis a Cha- 
lybeate-water. And two Miles from Je, he ſays there is a 
Spring called Bakwvor, which appears to have been formerly in- 


cloſed with a Wall, the Water of which is a little falt, p. 84. 
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(4) 

The ſouthern Parts of the Land of T/7ael, almoſt 
as far north as Samaria, (excepting near the Sea-coaſt) 
are very hilly and mountainous, with Deſerts and 
Wilderneſſes, and in many Places barren and naked 
Rocks and Precipices : yct was this hilly Country once 
ſo fruitful, and well peopled, as to muſter above a 


million of Men of Valour, beſides Women and Chil- 


dren (43). But then formerly, as Maundrell remarks, 
theſe Rocks and Mountains were covered with Earth, 
and cultivated, even che moſt rocky Parts being ſuited 
for Vines and Olives, which delight, ſays he, to ex- 
tract the one its Fatneſs, the other its ſprightly Juice, 
chiefly out of ſuch dry and flinty Places (44). And 
as every one was diligent and induſtrious to improve 
his own Eſtate, and even their Kings were not above 
encouraging of Agriculture by their own Example (45); 
ſo we ſee, ſays Maundrell, at this time the evident 


Marks of their ancient way of improving even the 


ſteepeſt Hills to the greateſt Advantage, which was 
by placing Stones in ſeveral Rows round the Hills 1n 
form of a Wall, and by ſuch Borders they ſupported 
the Mould from tumbling, or being waſhed down, 
and formed many Beds of excellent Soil, riſing gra- 


and therefore probably may be of a purging Quality, like our 
Ep/om and Cheltenhom Waters. And Joſephus (War. B. 7. Ch. 6.) 
mentions others near Callirrhoe, that are bitter, which ſeem 
to be of the ſame purging Quality. And I can't but obſerve 
here, what great Service ſuch purging Waters are of, in theſe 
warm Climates ; five of which Wells of brackiſh Water are in the 
Stony Arabia, in the great Road between Gazro and Mount Sinn 3 
which, as Dr. Shaw obſerves, are very wholeſome, provoking an 
Appetite, and are remarkably lenitive and diuretic. And it may 
be owing, ſays he, to theſe Qualities, that few Perſons are ſciged 
with any Illneſs, during their Travels through theſe ſuitry Deſerts, 
5. 379. 

(43) In the Reign of Jehasbapliut King of Judah, we find the 
two Tribes of Judah and Benjamin had 1. 16, 0 Men of Va- 
lour, (2 Chron, xvii. 14, Sc.) who with their Families inhabited 
only this hilly © ountry. See Dr. Shaw's Detcription of this Part 
of the Land, p. 332, and 333. and Maunareil, p. 05. 

(44) Maundrell, p.65, and 66. | 

(45) As Solomon and Uzzioh in particular, Zccief, 11, 4, 5. and 


2 Chron. XXv1, 10, 
F dean 


( 42) 
dually one above another, from the Bottom to the 
Top of the Mountain ; and thus the very Rocks were 
made fruitful (46). And even now, there are ſeve- 
ral Hills thus laid out, and beautifully improved with 


Terraces (47). 
Many of the Mountains are of a ſoft chalky Sub- 


ſtance, ſuited to the Vine and Olive; others have a 


very good Soil, and bear at this time Fruits and Corn; 
and many more are fit for Paſture, producing excel- 
tent Graſs for Sheep, Fc. while the Vallies between 
the Ranges of Hills are in ſome Places broad, in others 
but narrow ; yet moſt of them are very rich and fruit- 
ful(48). And Dr. Shao obſerves, that as the Moun- 
tains abound in ſome Places with Thyme, Roſemary, 


Sage, and ſuch like aromatic Plants, as the Bee chiefly 


looks after: ſo they are no leſs ſtocked in other Places 
with Shrubs, and a fine ſhort Gras, both which Cattle 
are fond of; and the Milk of Cattle fed in this man- 


ner, is far more rich and delicious, as their Fleſh is 


more ſweet and nouriſhing. And he adds, it is very 
remarkable, that theſe mountainous Parts are ſo far 


from being inhoſpitable and unfruitful, that, on the 


contrary, they are even now inhabited, while the 
Plains and Vallies, though as fruitful as ever, lie al- 
moſt intirely neglected; for they find here ſufficient 
Conveniencies for themſelves, and much greater for 
their Cattle, as they have Bread to the full, while their 


Cattle brooze upon a richer Herbage, and both of 


them are refreſhed by Springs of excellent Water, too 


(46) Maundrell, p. 65, and 66. See alſo Sanays, p. 143. 

(47) Pococke, Vol. II. p. 34, 42, 44 and 50. This Method of 
cultivating the Hills, is uſed in Cina at this time; where they 
often cut their Mountains into Terraces, or little artificial Plains, 
that the Rains may not waſh down the Ground. Theſe Terraces 
grow leſs and leſs, as they increaſe in height; and thus the Hills 
are made as fruitful as the Vallies, and are ſurrounded with many 
Terraces, which make a moſt agreeable and entertaining Land- 
icape. Sometimes there are twenty of them, every one being 
three or four Foot high. See Du H lae's Hiſtory of China. Vol. II. 
p. 111. and Le Comte's Hiſtory of China, p. 6 i, and 92. 

(48) See Show, p. 332, 333, 376, 368, and 372, Maundyell, 


p. 46, 50, 58, 63. San hs, p. 127, 141, 143, 157, 169. 


much 
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much wanted in the Summer-ſeaſon, not only in the 
Plains of this, but of other Countries in the ſame 
Climate (49). — And even the Deſarts and Wilder- 
neſſes, as they are called, were formerly inhabited, 
having Cities and Villages in them, and afforded good 
and proper Paſture for Goats and Sheep (50). And 
Maundrell tells us, that one of the Wilderneſſes, 
which he travelled to, though it was rocky and moun- 
tainous, yet was well cultivated at that time, and 
produced Plenty of Corn, Vines and Olive- trees (51). 

The great Plain on each Side of the River Jordan 


is very barren, the Soil is ſalt, bearing no Graſs, but 


only a few dwarf Shrubs, and producing Samphire, 


and fuch marine Plants (52). Yet even this Plain, 


though unfit for any thing elſe, has its proper Uſeful- 
neſs for the Nouriſhment of Bees, and the Fabric of 
Honey, as Maundrell tells us; and adds, that he per- 
ceived in many Places there, a ſtrong Scent of Honey 
and Wax ; and that the Bees were very induſtrious 
about the Bloſſoms of that ſalt Weed which the Plain 
produces (33). Yet ſome Part of this Plain near Je- 
richo, 1s exceedingly pleaſant and fruitful, occaſioned 
by a Spring, called the Fountain of Eliſha, being the 
Waters which that Prophet healed ; for whereas the 
Water before was bad, and the Ground about it bar- 
ren, the Spring now gives a ſoit Water, and rather 
warm; and iſſuing out in good Plenty, divides itſelf 


(49) Shaw, p. 366, 367, and 368. 

(50) Fob. xv. 61, 62. The Hebrew Word does not mean unin- 
habited Places, but properly ſignifies Places fit for feeding of Goats 
and Sheep, in oppoſition to thoſe Parts which were fit for feeding of 
great Cattle, and produced Corn, Wine, and Olives. See Reland, 
P. 374, and 375. | | 

(51) Maunarell, p. 92, See alſo Pococke, Vol. II. þ. 34. and 
Sandys, 2 143. 

(52) This Plain is 75 Miles long, and is level, and without any 
Stones. Maundrell, p. 81, and Pococke, Vol. II. p. 32, 33, 67, 
and 70. It is about ten Miles broad (Sandys, p. 15 8.) the River 
Jordan running through the Middle of it. Joſephus ſays, it is 
very hot here in the Summer, and has a very unwholſome Air. 
Far. B. 4. Ch. 8. | 

' (53) Maundrell, p. 66, and 86. 


F 2 1 


- 


( 44 ) 
| Into ſeveral ſmall Streams, and renders the Country 
bo round it exceedingly fruitful (54). | 
0 | The City of Jeruſalem ſtands in the hilly Parts of 
| this Land, and hes very high, if compared with the 
| Plains towards the Sea. It has Vallies on all Sides of 
1 it, except on the north, and beyond them is ſurround- 
1 ed with Hills, ſomewhat higher than itſelf on every | 
i Side except the ſouth-eaſt (55). The Country about 
ik it is very ſtony, rocky, and mountainous, and con- 
[ ſequently barren, except where it is cultivated (56) 
| but formerly when it was well inhabited, and duly im- 
n proved, the Fields about Jeruſalem were exceeding 
| fruitful (57). And even now they produce excellent 
White Wine (58); and from the Goodneſs of that 
little Wine, which is ſtill made both at Zeruſalem and 


(54) Pococke, Vol. II. p. 31. and Maundrell, p. 80. See alſo 2 
Kings ii. 19. Foſephus alſo confirms this Account, and tells us, 2 
that Jericho was in a happy Situation, and the Fields about it were 
excceding fruitful, occaſioned by this Fountain of E/z/a running 
along its Plain, (which was 70 Furlongs long, and 20 broad) and 
watering the moſt excellent Gardens, thick ſet with Trees. Jar, 
B. 4. Ch. 8. Oc. At this Place grew the famous Balſam Tree, 
which, according to Pliny, grew formerly only in this Land, Lib. N 
12. Cay. 25. See alſo Fu/iin, Lib. 36. Cap. 3. Here alſo grew 
the Palm or Date-Tree. 195 
(55) Feruſalem was formerly built upon four Hills, Zion on the WK 
ſouth ; Moriah on the eaſt; Acra in the Middle, extending the f 
k whole Breadth of the City; and Beze/ha on the north. But now 
| | Mount Zion is excluded, and Mount Calbary taken within its 
Walls, Tt has the deep and narrow Valley of Feho/baphat on the 
caſt, thro' which the Brook Karon runs, which has no Water in 
it, but after great Rains; the Valley of Hinnom is on the ſouth 
of it. which is alſo deep and narrow; on the welt is the Valley 
of Rephaim, which is broader, and not ſo deep; and on the north 
is a Plain. The Mount of Olives is on the eait, beyond the 
Brook Kiaron. See Pococke, Vol. II. p. 7, 21, 22, 25. Shaw, 
P- 334. Sandys, p. 121. and Perry's View of the Levant, p. 
123. Feruſalem is in 32 Degrees north Latitude, and 35 4 Lon- 
gitude eait from Greenwich, See Mr. Whifton's Map of this Land. 
(56) Shaw, p. 333, and 366. Maundrell, p. 64, and 65. 
Sandys, p. 120, and 135. Thewvenot, Part 1. Ch. 50. And Le 
Brune, p 215, When the two laſt mentioned Authors were 
there, the Country round ſeems to have been very little culti- 
vated, being then very barren. | 
(57) Joſephus Antig. B. 5. Ch. 1. 
458) Pacacke, Vol. II. p. 11. 


Hebron, 


( 45) 
Hebron, we find, ſays Dr. Shaw, that theſe barren 
Rocks, (as they are called) might yield a much greater 
Quantity, if the Turks and Arabs would permit it: 
Neither is it poſſible, he adds, for Pulſe, Wheat, or 
any ſort of Grain to be more excellent, than what is 
commonly ſold at Jeruſalem. Now the greateſt Part 
of the Mountains in the Neighbourhood of this City, 
and fo alſo of Bethlehem and Mount Carmel, are of a 
ſoft chalky Subſtance (39). And ſome Parts about Je- 
ruſalem are now cultivated and fruitful, Thus Sandys 
tells us, that the Mount of Olives, when he viſited it, 
was bedecked with Olives, Almond and Fig: trees. 
And deſcribing the Country near this City, he ſays, on 
cach Side of the Road were round Hills, with Ruins 
on their Tops, and Valles ſuch as are figured in the 
moſt delightful Landſcapes : the Soil, though ſtony, 
being not altogether barren, producing both Corn and 
Olives about inhabited Places (60). And Dr. Pococke ſays, 
he went up the Mount of Olives by a very eafy Aſcent, 
through pleaſant Corn-fields planted with Olive-trees, 


He adds, he obſerved towards the ſouth-eaſt of this 
City, that the Soil was good, and well improved, 


and that the Hills and Vallies round had a very plea- 
fant Aſpect :*and again, ſpeaking of one of the adjacent 
Vallies, he ſays, he travelled near two Miles in it, thro' 
pleaſant Fields and Gardens, planted with Olive, Fig, 


Apricot and Almond-trees (61). 
| But 


(59) Shaw, p. 365, 366, and 372. Bethlchem is ſeated on a 
Hill, in a happy Soil and beautiful Proſpect, and has a Valley 
eaſt of it, which is fruitful in Paſturage. Sandys, p. 137, and 
141. See alſo Le Bruyne, p. 200, who ſays, they have here a 
great many Ohves and Vines, the Country being very fruitful. — 
* Tis very remarkable, that even Lebanon is famous for excellent 
Wine. See Pocacke, Vol. II. p. 103. and Maundrell, p. 35. They 
preſerve it in large earthen Jars, cloſe ſtoped down with Clay. 
And Le Bruyne tells us, that the Wine of Cannobin there, is the 
richeſt and fineſt in the World, to which Ho/ea alludes xiv. 7. See 
Le Bruyne, p. 222.— Gaza and Sarepta alſo in this Land, ſeem to 
—_ very good Wines. See Sandys p. 166, and Reland, p. 

80. 

'; (60) Sanays, p. 155, and 120. 
61) Pococke, Vol, II. p. 29, 47, 48, and 5o, This pleaſant 
5 by Valley 


(46) 

But beſides the ſmaller Vallies, which are every 
where diſperſed between the Hills all over the ſouthern 
Parts of this Land, and which are generally very rich 
and fruitful (62), we find ſome Plains and Vallies of 
very conſiderable Extent near the Sea-coaſt, and in 
the northern Parts: and Maundrell tells us, that no- 
thing can be more fruitful than theſe plain Countries, 
whether for the Production of Corn or Cattle, and 
conſequently of Milk. jAnd ſpeaking of the fine Plains 
of Zebulon and Acra, he calls it a Country very de- 
lightful, and fertile beyond Imagination; and deſcrib- 
ing the Plain of Acra in particular, which 1s about 
eighteen Miles Hong, and ſix broad, he ſays, it enjoys 

ood Streams of Water at convenient Diſtances, and 
every thing elſe that might render it pleaſant and 
fruitful; but this delicious Plain is now almoſt deſo- 
late, being ſuffered, for want of Culture, to run up 
to rank Weeds, which were, ſays he, at the time we 
paſſed it, as high as our Horſes Backs (63). And 
again, ſpeaking of the Plain of E/draelon, he ſays, it 
1s of vaſt Extent, and very fertile, but uncultivated, 
only ſerving the Arabs for Paſturage. In it ſtands 
Mount Tabor by itſelf ; from the Top of which, he 
ſays, you have ſuch a Proſpect, that it is impoſſible 
for Man's Eyes to behold a higher Gratification of this 
Nature: on the north-weſt you diſcern at a great 
Diſtance the Great Sea, and all round you have ſpa- 


Valley is the Valley of Croum, or of Gardens; it is a little way 
north-weſt from the City. . 

(62) See before, Note 48. 

(63) Maundrell, p. 65, 66, 117, and 53. See alſo Shaw, p 
368. The Town allo of Acra, (or as it was formerly called. Ac- 
cho, Judg. i. 3 1.) ſays Maundrell, is ſo fituated, as to enjoy all 
poſſible Advantages both of Sea and Land: On the north and eaſt 
Sides, it is compaſſed with a ſpacious and fertile Plain; on the 
welt it is waſned by the Great Sea; and on the ſouth by a large 
Bay, extending from the Town as far as Mount Carmel, p. 54. 
This Bay is 9 Miles over from Accho to Caipha, (formerly called 
Hepha, or Kepha, ſee Reland, p. 699, and 8 19.) which is ſeated 
at the Foot of Mount Carmel, and where the Ships, that come to 
theſe Parts, lie at Anchor. Pococke, Vol. II. p. 52 to 57. 
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(47) 
cious and beautiful Plains (64). This Plain of E/dra- 


elon, according to Le Bruyne, is about eighteen Miles 


long, and twelve broad (63); and the Plain of Zebu- 
lon, Dr. Pococke ſays, is about ten Miles long, and 
three broad, and is a fine fruitful Spot, and was then 
all covered with Corn. So he ſays the Valley of A. 
ſalon is a very fine one, and is about ten Miles long, 
and five broad (66). The Vale alſo near Cana in 
Galilee, is ſix Miles long, and pretty broad (67). And 
the Mountains about Samaria and Sichem, are moſt 
of them ſhaded with large Foreſt Trees, while the 


Vallies below are long and ſpacious, and very fruit- 


ful (68). The Plain alſo near T7berzas, is a very fer- 
tile Spot of Ground, of a rich Soil, and is watered by 
a very fine Fountain, which runs off in a Stream thro? 
the Plain into that Sea (69); and the Soil here was 
formerly, as Joſephus aſſures us, ſo very fruitful, and the 
Air ſo temperate, that all Sorts of Trees could grow 
there, it equally agreeing with thoſe which require a 
cool Air, as well as thoſe which ſeem beſt ſuited to a 


hot one (70). 
But beſides theſe, and ſeveral others, all the Coun- 


try near the Sea-coaſt, from Mount Carmel to the 


(64) Manndrell, p. 57, 113, 115, and 117. Dr. Pococke alſo 
calls them fine Plains, and exceeding rich and fruitful. He adds, 
that Mount Tabor is one of the fineit Hills he ever beheld, being 
a rich Soil that produces excellent Herbage, and is moſt beauti- 
fully adorned with Groves and Clumps of Trees; and the Aſcent 
on the north Side is ſo eaſy, that he rode up it by a winding 
Road. Vol. II. p 61, and 64. So Thevenot ſays, this Hill is eaſy 
to be mounted, and that one may go up it on Horſeback. Part 1. 
Ch. 88. Dr. Perry ſays, Mount Tabor is a charming Place, 
very delightful in itſelf; but much more ſo, from the many lovely 
Proſpects it affords, and from whence one has an extenſive View 
of the fine Plain of Elraelon, p. 134. So Le Bruyne allo tells us, 
that from this Mount, on which Side ſoever one caſts his Eyes, 
they meet with pleaſant Proſpects; which, he adds, a conſider- 


able Part of this Land affords, p. 231, and 232. 


(65) Le Bruyne, p. 223. Maundrell was leren Hours travelling 
over it, 5. 112. : 
(66) Pococke, Vol. II. p. 61, and 48. 

(67) Le Bruyne, p. 229. 

(68) Shaaw, p. 332. 

(69) Pococke, Vol. II. p. 71, and 75. 

(70) Faſepbus Mar. B. 3, Ch. 10. 
River 


( 48 ) 


River of Egypt, being about one hundred and twenty 
Mules long, and in moſt Places about twenty Miles 
broad, is almoſt one continued delightful and fruitful 
Plain, excepting only a few fine Hills, ſuch as thoſe of 
Sharon (71), Sc. In the northern Parts of it, there 
is, ſays Sandys, a fine Foreſt full of tall and beautiful 
Trees, intermixed with fruitful and flowery Lawns : 
and ſpeaking of the ſouthern Parts between Gaza and 
Rama, he ſays, we paſt this Day through the moſt 
fruirful and delightful Valley, that ever Eye beheld ; 
on the right Hand was a Ridge of high Mountains, 
whereon ſtands Hebron, and on the left the Great Sea, 
bordered with continual Hills, adorned with Variety 
of Fruits; the champain Country between, being 
about twenty Miles over, full of flowery Hills gra- 
dually aſcending, and not much ſurmounting the 
rank Vallies, with Groves of Olives and other Fruits 
diſperſed about. Yet, he adds, is this wealthy Bot- 
tom (as are all the reſt) for the moſt part uninhabited, 
having only a tew ſmall and contemptible Villages 
poſſeſſed by Moors, who till no more than will ſerve 
to feed them, the Graſs being as high as a Man's 


Waite (72). I 
uc 


(71) Relond, p. 188, and 370. He obſerves, that not only 
Part of this Plain from Cz/area to Foppa was called Sharon ; but 
alſo the Country from Mount Tabor ro the Sea of Tiberias, was 
called by the {ime Name Sharm and Carmel are repre- 
ſented as Places of great Beauty and Fertility, J. xxxv. 2, Tc. 
As to Mount Carmel, it is now over-grown with Woods and iweet 
Shrubs. Szz.74ys, p. 158. | 

(72) Sandys, p. 158, 137, and 118. The Foreſt is between 
Rama and Mount Carmel. — Thewenct, travelling from Gaza to 
Rama, calls it a lovely Plain full of Corn, Trees, and Flowers, 
which yielded a very fine Smell: it was embroidered with Tulips 
and Anemones. Part 1. Ch. 36. Dr. Perry ſays, from Foppa 
to Ruma which is about ten Miles) and for twelve Miles further 
towards Feruſulcm, is one continued Plain, agreeably interſperſed 
with Groves of Olive trees, P. 122, — Beſides thele, Sanzys 
ſpeaking of the Country about Tyre, ſays, tis a Level naturally 
fertile, but now neglected, and is watered with pleaſant Springs, 

. 169. and that the Situation of Ziaon is healthful, pleaſant, and 
rofitable; having on one Side the Sea, and on the other the 


P : 
f. vitul Mountains that lie beſore Lebanon; from whence fall many 
Springs 
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(49) 


Such are the Accounts given us of this Land, in its 
preſent deſolate and uncultivated Condition: How ex- 
cellent then may we reaſonably conclude it to be, wheri 
well inhabited and duly improved, the Bleſſing of 
God attending their Labours. For as the Climate is 
exceeding good, and the Soil in general very fruitful, ſo 
it will then undoubtedly anſwer to all the Deſcriptions 
we meet with of it in the Sacred Writings ; the moun- 
tainous Parts affording the richeſt Wines, and the 
fineſt Paſture ; the Plains and Vallies being exceed- 
ing rich, and fitted for the Production of Corn, and 
all Sorts of the choiceſt Fruits, and ſupplying Plenty 
of Graſs for Cattle; and as every one will be diligent 
to improve his own Eſtate to the beſt Advantage, fo 
the whole Land may then, in ſome meaſure, be com- 
pared to the Garden of Eden for Fruitfulneſs, Beauty 
and Delight (73). | 


Springs wherewith they overflow their Orchards, which abound 
with all Variety of excellent Fruits, p. 163. So Dr. Perry tells 
us, that Zidon is delightfully ſituated, aſcending from the Sea-ſhore 
to the Top of a ſmall Eminence, and is encompaſſed to the Land- 
ward with a pleaſant Vale, which is, as it were, one charming 
Grove, p. 135. | 

(73) See the different Characters of the various Parts of this 


Land, Gen. xlix. 11, 12, 15, 20. Thus Jadab's Portion was to 


afford Plenty of Wine, and Milk, being ſuited for Vines and 


. Paſturage. 1/achar's was to be a pleaſant Land. Aer his Bread 


was to be fat; and his Portion to yield royal Dainties. Again, 


Deut. xxxiii. 13. Ephraim and Manaſſeh's were to be very fruitful. 


And Fe. xlv. 15. the Plains and Vallies fit for feeding of Cattle; 
are called Ve Fut Paſtures of T/rael. And the whole Land is 


compared to the Garden of Eden, 4/2. li. 3. Joel ii. 3. and Exzek, 


xxxvi. 35. 


(3 SECTION 


„ 
SECTION III. 


The Laws relating fo the Gentiles, who ſhall go up 
and dwell among the Iſraelites in their Lid 
Aud the Dimenſions of the boly Oblation, and > 

the future City of Jeruſalem, Sc. 


AVING in the 1 laſt Section ſhewn, that the 


Land of Tjrael is very good and fruitful, ſitu- 


ated in a happy Climate, and that the Iſraelites will 
dwell there in Peace and Safety, for ſome Years after 
their Reſtoration: it is probable, that ſeveral of the 
Gentiles may be deſirous of going up and dwelling in 
the Land among them. Accordingly God, the com- 
mon Father of the Gentiles, as well as of the Iſraelites, 
ſpeaking by Ezekiel of the future Times, when the 


Land is to be divided among the Twelve Tribes, ſays, 
Ze ſhall divide it by Lot for an Inheritance unto you, and 


zo the Strangers that ſojourn among you, which ſhall beget 
Children among you : and they ſhall be unto you as born in 
the Country among the Children of Iſrael: they ſhall have 
Inheritance with you among the Tribes of Iſrael: and it 
ſhall come to paſs, that in what Tribe the Stranger ſo— 
gourneth, there ſhall ye give him his Inheritance, ſaith 


the Lord (1). So that any Stranger, that is one of 
another Nation, that chuſes to dwell among them, 


and lives peaceably, and behaves himſelf quietly un- 
der their Government, and has Children there to in- 
herit his Poſſeſſions, will, at the time of the Diviſion 


of the Land, be entitled to an Inheritance and Por- 
tion of it, in whatever Tribe he dwells. Theſe Stran- 


gers are thoſe the Fews commonly call The Proſelytes of 
the Gate (2), who were obliged by the Laws of Moſes 
to renounce all Idolatry, and the Adoration of Images, 
and to worſhip no other God, but the One Supreme, 

the 


(1) Ezeb. xlvii. 22, $2. 


(2) The Strangers that were * to dwell among the Jra- 
elites were of two Sorts, the Proſelytes of Righteouſneſs, or of the 
Covenant, and the Proſelytes of the Gate. The firſt were circum- 
ciſed, and took upon them the Obſervance of all the Laws of 

Moſes, 


(51) 
the God of J/rael (3); to do no Work on the ſeventh 
or Sabbath-Day (4), and to abſtain from eating of any 
manner of Blood (g). And upon their Compliance 
with theſe Terms, they were allowed to live there 
5 quietly 
Mojes, and were in general admitted to the ſame Privileges, and 
entitled to the ſame Promiſes and Bleſſings with themſelves, and 
thus were ſoon mixed and incorporated with them, and became 
no longer Strangers. The ſecond Sort were called Proſelytes of the 
Gate, as being permitted to dwell with the //-aelites, within the 
ſame Gates. Theſe were admitted to the Worſhip of the One 
True God, the God of Mael, and to the Hope of the Life to 
come. They were not circumciſed, neither did they conform 
themſelves to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Laws of Maſes, but 
were only obliged to obſerve the ſeven following Precepts, called 
by the Jeaus, the Precepts of the Sons of Noah. 1/7. To renounce 
Idols, and all idolatrous Worſhip. 24/y, T'o worſhip the true God, 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth. 34y, Not to commit Murder, 
4thly, Not to be defiled with Inceſt, or any other unlawful Conjunc- 
tion. 545, Not to ſteal, or commit any Rapine. 6:b/y, To admi- 
nifter Juſtice; and 7/4y, Not to eat Fleſh with the Blood of it. 
And Maimonides ſays, that Whoſoever ſhall take upon him theſe ſeven 
' Precepts of the Sons of Noah, and is careful to obey them, is to be rec- 
koned one of the pious Men of the Nations of the World, and jhail have 
a Portion in the World to come Now that the Strangers, who are 
hereafter to have an Inheritance with the Maelites, are the Proſely tes 
of the Gate, appears from hence, that in the ſame manner as the 
IJiraelites were called Strangers when in Egypt, (ſee Exod. xxii. 21. 
and xxiii. 9. Lewit. xix. 34. Deul. x. 19) and their Anceſtors - 
were called ſo when in the Land of Canaan, (ſee Gen. xvii. 8. and 
xxiii. 4. and xx viii. 4. and xxxvi. 7.) though they ſowed and 
reaped, and fed their Flocks and Cattle there; becauſe though 
they dwelt, or ſojourned among the Zgyptians or Cannanites, yet 
they did not mix or incorporate with them, but retained their own 
Religion and Cuſtoms. So alſo in like manner, when the Haelites 
ſhall be reſtored to their own Land, the Strangers, that ſojourn 
among them, cannot be the Proſelytes of the Covenant, who are 
then no longer Strangers; but muſt mean ſuch only as, being 
Profelytes of the Gate, are not circuraciſed, nor obey the ceremo- 
nial Laws of Mofes, but remain ſtill a diſtin&t and ſeparate People 
from the 1/-aelites. | * 
(3) Exod. xxii. 20, and 23. xxxii. 3 3. Levit. xvii. 8, and xx. 
2. and xxiv. 16. Numb. xxxiii. 52. Deut. xvii. 2 to 8. rel. 
E . | | 
(4) Exod. xx. 10. As alſo on the great Day of Attonement once 
every Year, being the 10th Day of the ſeventh Month, Levi. 
xvi. 29 | 
(5) Levit. xvii. 10, to the End. But this Law is indeed bind. 
ing upon all the Gentiles, as the Deſcendants of Noah ; for when 
God gave him and his Children Permiſſion to. eat Fleſh, he ex- 
19 | E 4 preisly 
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tions and free-will Offerings to-God (6). And the 
Iſraelites are commanded to love the Strangers, that 
"dwell among them, as themſelves, reinembring that 
they were Strangers in other Countries (7). | 

We proceed in the next Place to the more particular 


Conſideration of the future City of Feruſalem, and of | 


the Oblation, or holy Portion, both which we think 


will be laid out, ſoon after their Return, in the Man- 


ner and Form deſcribed by Ezekiel. It has been al- 
ready obſerved, that the Land of Iſrael is to be di- 
vided into thirteen Parts, twelve of them for the 
Twelve Tribes, each of which will have a larger of 
ſmaller Share, in proportion to the Number of Fami- 


lies in it (8), and the thirteenth Part is for the Qbla- 


tion, and for the Prince of the Iſraelites ; and ſeven 
of the Tribes are to dwell narth of the Oblation, and 
five ſouth of it. See the Plate, | 


preſsly forbid them to eat Blood, Ger. ix. 3, 4. —— But by the 
Laws of Moſes, Deut. xiv. 21. the Strangers were permitted to eat 
of what dies of itſelf ; which the J/ae/ites, and conſequently the 
Proſelytes of the Covenant, were not allowed to do But then 
the Stranger, who did eat of what dies of itſelf, was obliged to 
purify himſelf afterwards, Lewit. xvii. 15. | | 

(6) Lewit. xxii. 18 to 26. Numb. xv. 14, 15, 16. See alſo Levit. 
xvii. 8, 9. See other Laws relating to Strangers, Numb. xv. 26 to 
31. and xix. 10. They were alſo allowed to fly to a City of Re- 
fuge, in caſe of Manſlaughter. Numb. xxxv. 15. and 7%. xx. 9. 
hut they are forbiden to eat of the Paſſover, or to enter into the 
future Sanctuary, unleſs they are circumciſed, that is, become 
Proſelytes of the Covenant, Exod. xii. 43, 45, 48. Ezek. xliv. 9. 

(7) Lewit. xix. 34. Deut. x. 19. See alſo the Appendix, where 
the Laws relating to the Strangers are more fully ſelected. 

(8) As it was ordered to be at the firſt Diviſion of the Land. 
See Numb. xxvi. 53, 54. and xxxiii. 54. — It is here proper to 
obſerve, that though we ſuppoſe the //-aelites will ſet about the 
building the City of Jeruſalem, and the Temple, in the manner 
_ deſcribed by Exzekze/, as ſoon as they are fully ſettled in their 
Land; yet, as the Glory of God cannot reſide in the Temply 
till it is built, which will be very probably ſeveral Years, ſo nei- 
ther can the River riſe in the Temple to heal the ſalt Sea, till the 


ſame Period; which therefore obliges us to put off the Fulfillment 


of theſe things, till the coming fof the Meſſiab, as their Prince, 
forty-nine Years after the Commandment goes forth for their Re- 


The 


quictly and ſafely, and were permitted to offer Obla- 
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: For the whole Oblation is to be a Square of twenty- 


five thouſand Cubits every way, which, ſuppoſing the 
Cubit to be near twenty Inches and three quarters 
long (9), is a little above eight Eugliſb Miles on each 
Side; of which the Portion for the Prieſts on the 
north; is to be twenty-five thouſand Cubits long, and 
ten thouſand broad, or a little above eight Miles in 
length, and three Miles and a quarter in breadth, 


containing near ſeventeen thouſand Engliſb Acres; all 


which is for the Poſterity of Zadoc alone, whoſe Poſ- 
ſeſſions will be equal to thoſe of all the reſt of the 


Tribe of Levi: and in this Portion of the Prieſts, will 


the Temple be built (10), and upon Mount Zion, as 
we ſhall ſhew hereafter, The City of Feruſalem will 
very probably lie almoſt cloſe to it, that it may be 
convenient for the Inhabitants to attend. there at the 


74 75 Worſhip of God every Morning and Evening. 
It is to be built Four: ſquare, being four thouſand five 
hundred Cubits, or near one Mile and a half on each 
Side, and therefore making eighteen thouſand Cubits, 
or almoſt ſix Miles round. To which, if we add the 
Suburbs, which extend two hundred and fifty Cubits, 
or about one hundred and forty-three Yards every 
way, the whole will be five thouſand Cubits on every 


Side, or twenty thouſand Cubits round (11). It is 


to be inhabited by ſome out of every one of the 
Twelve Tribes, who are to have the Land that lies 
weſt of them, being ten thouſand Cubits long, and 


five thouſand broad ; and alſo the ſame Quantity of 


Land lying eaſt of them, making in all near fix thou- 


ſand eight hundred Eugliſb Acres, to ſupply them 


(9) We here ſuppoſe the future Cubit of the 1/ac/ites, will be 
20 Inches, and bse the Reaſons for which Opinion we ſhall 
ſhew hereafter ; as alſo why we reckon them Cubits, and not 


8:4 » 


. Ren . 


(10) Exh. xlv. 1 to 5. and xlviii. 8 to 12. Note 25,000 of 
theſe Cubits make 8 Miles; 245 Yards, and 10, ooo Cubits make 


Miles ; and 450 Yards, which multiplied together, make 16950 


Engliſh Acres, allowing 640 Acres in every ſquare Mile. 
(11) Exek. xlviii. 15, 16, 17, 30, to the End. For 4,500 Cu- 


bits give one Mile; and 818 Yards and a half, and 250 Cubits 


make 143 Yards and 9 Inches, 
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3 (54) 
with Food (12). And the remaining Part of the Ob- 
lation, being exactly of the ſame Dimenſions with that 


of the Prieſts, is for the Levites (13). 


Bur further, all the Land on each Side of the whole 
Oblation, quite to the Great Sea on the weſt, and to 


the River Jordan on the eaſt, is to be given to the 


Prince or Head of the Twelve Tribes (14); a ſufficient 
Eſtate, without laying any Taxes on- the People, to 
ſupport his Rank and Station, and to ſupply him with 
Plenty of Cattle, for the many Offerings he is com- 


manded to provide at the Feaſts, c. And out of 


which Eſtate, he is alſo to give an Inheritance to all 


his Poſterity, who are to have no other Poſſeſſions any 


where elſe (15). | 4 
The City of Jeruſalem, being a Square, is to have 
twelve Gates, three on each Side, which are to be 
named after the Twelve Tribes of T/rael (16): and as 
the Streets will very probably run in ſtraight Lines 
from the Gates on each Side, to thoſe which are oppo- 


ſite to them, (by which Method the City will be built 


regular and handſome) ſo theſe will divide it into fix- 
teen Squares, having ten Streets in all, ſix of them 
running from Gate to Gate, and the other four going 


(12) Exel. viii 18, 19. It is 6783 Acres. Tis very obſerv- 


able, that the Inhabitants of this City are called, The Ser witors of 
it, or Thoſe that ſerve the City; which ſeems to intimate, that 
this City will not be filled with Inhabitants : but that one chief 
Deſign of thoſe that dwell there, will be for the public Benefit, 
to receive and entertain all the reft of the Hraelites, when they 
come up thither three times in the Year, who are to bring their 
Proviſions with them, or Money to purchaſe them, Deut. xiv. 22 
to 28. 8ee how it was in Nehemiah's time, xi. 1, 2. 

(13) Exel. xlv. 5. and xIviii. 13, 14. So that now the Prieſts and 
Levites will reſide in their proper Portions, adjoining to Feru/a- 
lem; whereas formerly they were diſperſed all over the Land, 


the Prieſts having 13 Cities, and the Lewites 35 more in different 
Parts of the Land. See Numb. xxxv. 1 to 9. Toſh. xxi. 


(14) Ee. lv. 7, 8, 9. and xlviii. 21, 22. His Portion is be. 
tween three and four hundred thouſand Acres. 


(15) Exel. xlv. 17, 22, to the End. and avi, 4 to 8, 16, 17, 19. 


(16) Ezek. xlviii. 31, to the End, 
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round the City within the Walls (17) ; each of the 
Streets being four thouſand five hundred Cubits, or 
near a Mile and a half long. And if we allow an even 
Number of a thouſand Cubits (or 573 Yards) for the 
Length of each Side of every Square, there will be 
left one hundred Cubits, or a little above fifty-ſeven 
Yards for the Breadth of every Street ; which 1s not 
only more agreeable and wholeſome than narrow ones, 
eſpecially in warm Countries ; but will here even be 
neceſſary for the better Conveniency of that great 
Concourſe of People, being all the Males among the 
Ißraelites, who will conſtantly come up hither three 
times in the Year, from all Parts of the Land, with 
great Numbers of all ſorts of Cattle (18). To which 
we may add, the great Number of Gentiles, that will 
hereafter reſort hither, eſpecially at the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles, to worſhip the Lord (19). 


(17) After this manner was old B-by/oz built, being an exact 
Square, 15 Miles every way, with 25 Gates on each Side: And 


the 50 Streets, that run from Gate to Gate in ſtraight Lines, were 


50 Yards broad, while the 4 Streets, that went round the City 
within the Walls, were above 66 Yards in breadth. Theſe Streets 
thus crofling each other, divided the City into 676 Squares, each 
of which was above half a Mile long on each Side ; and the Middle 
of each Square was void Ground for Gardens, and other Uſes. 
See Herodotus, &c. A little after the ſame manner are ſeveral ſmall 
Cities built at preſent; as Philadelphia, in America. See Salmon's 
Hiſtory. So alſo Batavia, in the Ifle of Java. See Rogers's 
Voyage, p. 403. And Pehin, in China, See Du Halde, Vol. I. 
p. 3112. and Le Comte, p. 5 7. Neither will che Uneven- 
neſs of the Ground about FJeruſalem be, I think, any Hindrance 
to this Scheme; for the Vallies may be filled up by degrees, as 
ſeveral of them that were of a great Depth have been done al- 
ready by Solomon, and the Maccabees ; and where any Vallies 
ſhould interfere, there the corre{ponding Rows of Houles on the 
oppoſite Hills may end, till the Vallies be raiſed, as was done 
formerly. See Fo/ephus, Antig. B 8. Ch. 3. and War. B. 5.C.4. 
(18) Faſephus tells us, that in his time there were at Jeruſalem 
at one of their Paſſovers, above three millions of {7rae/ztes, and 
25 6, 500 Lambs were killed. Var. B. 6. Ch. g. and B. 2. Ch. 14. 
(x9) Zechar. xiv. 16. and viij. 20 to 23. Upon which Account 
it would be hightly proper, to leave at the firit Divition of the 
Land, ſtrait and ſpacious Roads, leading from all Parts of it up 
to this City, as they have now in China. Set Le Comte, p. 309. 
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We ſhould now Xeſetbe the future * or 
Houſe of God; but the Conſideration of the Particu- 
lars of this Building, would lead us too far at pre- 
ſent (20). I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that it is to 
be built, not upon Mount Moriah, where Solomon's 


and Zerubbabel's were, but upon Mount Zion, which 


is called God's Holy Mountain, on which he will dwell. 
Thus Miceh, ſpeaking of the future happy Times, 
fays, The Lord ſhall reign over them in Mount Zion from 
henceforth even for ever (21). And Joel, So ſhall ye 
know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, 


my holy Mountain (22). Now, as Ezekiel tells us, the 
Glory of God will reſide in the future Temple (23), 
it muſt conſequently be built i pon this Mount. 


The. Meaſure they are to uſe in laying out the 


Oblation, the City, and Temple, is to be the great 


Cubit; that is, one longer by a Hand-breadth than 
the common one: For thus Ezekiel, ſpeaking of the 


Reed with which the Temple he law in his Viſion 


was meaſured, ſays, it was / Cubits long, by that 
ſort of Cubit, which is the Cubit and a Hand-breadth : 
And God ſpeaking of the Length of this future Cubit, 
calls it a Cubit and a Hand- breadth (2.4). Now, as the pre- 
ſent Cubit, or Diſtance from the Elbow to the End of the 
middle Finger, is in general a little leſs than eighteen 
Inches; if we add to it near three Inches for the 
Hand-breadth, it gives us near twenty Inches and 
three quarters for the common Cubit and Hand- 
breadth ; which therefore we imagine will be about the 
length of the future Cubit of the Jjraelites (25). 

hus 


(20) Let thoſe who ** to examine this future Temple, con- 
ſult Sir Lſaac Neaoton's Plan in his Chronology, and Mr. Vi ſton's 
Plan of it, in his Tranſlation of Jeſepbus. 

2 1) Micah iv. 7. See alſo P/alm 1i. 6. and Ixxvi. 2. and XCIX. I; 

and cxxxii. 13, 14. Zechar. viii. 3. and 4. iv. 5. 

8195 Joel iii. 17, 21. 


(23) Fxek. xliii. 1 to 10. and xliv. 1 to 5. Note, Mount Zion 


ie the higheſt Hill in Jeruſalem. Le Bruyn, p. 216. 
(24) Fee. xl. 5. and xliii. 13. 


( 5) As the Reed is wn to be the Length of /ix great Cult, N 
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Thus have we finiſhed the Conſideration of the fu- 


ture Oblation, and all its Parts; in -which we have 
_ uſed the Word Cudits, inſtead of Reeds, in our Eng- 
liſb Tranſlation (26). For otherwiſe the Oblation 
would be a Square of near forty-nine Miles on every 
Side, which is near one eight Part of the whole Land : 
To which add the Prince's Portion on the caſt and weſt 
Sides, and what little Room would remain for the 
Twelve Tribes, and yet ſeven of them are to dwell 
north, and five ſouth of it. And further, the City 
within the Walls would be above eight Miles and 


three quarters on each Side, or above thirty-five 


Miles round. For which Reaſons, with ſeveral o- 
thers (27), we chuſe to underſtand it Cubits, as the 
| rig Sep- 


Ezek xli. 8. and the Cubit uſed by Solomon in building his Tem- 


ple, ſeems to have been of the dame large Size, being called the 
Cubit ter the firſt Meaſure, 2 Chron. iii. 3. So it is probable the 


future Cubit will be much the ſame with Solomon's, which n | 
d 


they uſed in the Wilderneſs. And it is remarkable, that the o 

Cubit of Memphis in Egypt, by which that exceeding fine Marble 
Chamber in the firſt Pyramid was built, is exactly twenty Inches, 
and o according to Greaves, (ſee his Miſcellaneous Wer':s, 
Vol. II. p 409.) which agreeing ſo well with the preſent Cubit 
and Hand- breadth, we have therefore reckoned as the future Cuz 
bit of the //-aelites. ” FEE, 

(29) Exe. xiv. 1, 2. and xlviii. 8, Sc. 

(27) For it would be above 19 Miles and a half from the 
Middle of the Lewites Dwellings to the Temple; and yet ſome of 
them muſt conſtantly attend there every Morning and Evening. 
And the Inhabitants of the City, who live about the Middle of at, 
would have above 4 Miles and three quarters, and thoſe who 
dwell at the farther End of it, would have near 9 Miles to go to 
the Temple every Morning and Evening, during the three Great 
Feaſts, and on the Sabbath-Days. How could the Women and Chil- 
dren, and even moſt of the Men, travel ſo far twice in a Day, to 
attend upon the Worſhip of God at ſuch a Diſtance? Whereas if 
we reckon them to be Cubits, the fartheſt Parts of the City will 
be but a little abovea Mile and a half from the Temple. Theſe 
things alſo incline us to place the City cloſe to Mount Zion, on 
which the Temple is to be built, that ſo it may ſtand as near 
and as convenient for the Inhabitants of the City as is poſſible: 
For though it is ſaid, Exel. xlviii. 10. that the Sanctuary ſhall be 
in the Miaſt of the Prieſts Portion, which would remove it about 
a Mile and a half further from the City, and conſequently be in- 
convenient to the Inhabitants of it; yet in the Original, what we 
tranſlate in the Miaſt thereof, — not fix it exactly to the W ; 
* | at 


0 


| 


Septuagint reads it (28) ; and even ſtill the City will 

be larger than ever it has been yet (29). 
The Prince, whom the Ifraelites will appoint for their 
Head at their future Reſtoratien, and for. whom fo 

large a Portion of Land is allotted, ſeems to be one 

of the Deſcendants of David (30). And when the 

Maſſiab comes as the King or Prince of the Iſraelites, 

this Prince of the Seed of David will ſtill probably 

continue their chief Head under the Maſſiab. 

It has been already obſerved from Daniel, that the 

Interval of Time, between the going forth of the 

Commandment for the Reſtoration of the 1/raelites, 

till the coming of the Mefiah as their Prince or King, 

ſeems to be forty-nine Years (31). Now the fiftieth 
Year was always the Jubilee, when every one returned 
| to their own Poſſeſſions; at the End of which they 
| - begun again to ſow and plant for ſix Years ; then the 
| ſeventh was a Sabbath, or Year of Reſt to the Land, 
and after ſeven ſuch Sabbaths, the Jubilee Year began 
again : ſo that two Jubilees made or completed one 
hundred Years. And the coming of the Meſſiah as 
the Prince of the Iſraelites, ſeems to be at the Begin- 
ning of the firſt Jubilee, being at the End of forty- 
[ nine Years after their Return; and indeed what can be 

| a more proper Period for the Beginning of a Jubilee, 
| than when the Reign of the Meſſiah upon Earth, as 
| the King of the 1/rae/ites, begins. Now the Jubilee 
begins on the tenth Day of the ſeventh Month, being 


A ©. ud we ket et wh i. 2h 


but only ſomewhere within that Portion. See Deut. xix, 2. Exes. 
xxvii. 4. and xxviii. 2. and xxxviii. 12, Cc. 


(28) Exel. xlii. 17, 20. Now the whole Buildings belonging to — 
the Temple are to be but 250 Cubits long, and 2co broad; and | the 
therefore a Court of 5:0 Cubits on every Side (and not 500 Reeds : 
or 3000 Cubits) is ſufficient to incloſe it. And *tis very probable, ks 
that Solomon's Court was no bigger than Herod's, which was but thi 
400 Cubits on each Side. See Foſephus, Antig. B. 15. Ch. 11. 8 

(29) Being within the Walls 18,000 Cubits, or 45 Furlongs 75 
round, whereas it was formerly but 33 Furlongs round. See Jo- . 2 

ſepbus, War. B. 5. Ch. 4. | 0 * 

(30) See 2 Sam. vii. 16, to the End. P/alm Ixxxix, 20, to 38. | a_ 
Ferem. xxxiii. 17, 20, 21. HE | 355 * 
(31) Den. ix. 25. | of 


(59) 

the great Day of Attonement, anſwering to the latter 
End of our September, at which time the civil Year of 
the Iſraelites always commenced (32). For in the 
lame manner as they begin their Day in the Evening, 
and the Evening and the Morning make their Day ; 
ſo the ancient Year begun in Autumn, and the Au- 
tumn and Spring made the Year. Which Manner of 
Expreſſion we find made uſe of in that remarkable 
Prophecy of the two thouſand three hundred Evening- 
mornings, that is, ſo many Autumns and Springs, or 
Fears; at the Concluſion of which Period, the San- 
ctuary is to be cleanſed (33). Js deu hem len, 
according Fo Moll. 33 underneath. , will. fe a bout 


eo wad 749-StcTIonN IV, 


Of the Invaſion of the Land of Iſrael by the Turks 
and other Nations; the Deſtruction and Afic- 
tions they will bring upon the Iſraelites, with 
their great Deliverance at laſ# by God, who will 
deſtroy their Enemies. 8 


J E next enquire, who are theſe Enemies of the 

| Iſraelites, that will come up againſt them, 
ſome Years after their Reſtoration, with the Conſe- 
quences of this Invaſion, The Chief, or Head of 
them, is called Gg by Ezekiel, who is particularly 
pointed out by theſe diſtinguiſhing Characters, his 
being of the Land of Magog, and the chief Prince of 


(32) Lewvit. xxv. 9. For tho“ at their coming out of Egypt, the 
Beginning of their Year was changed, and fixt in the Spring, by 
which they regulated their Feaſts, &c. yet ſtill with regard to 
their ſabbatic and jubilee Years, the old Computation of beginning 
in Autumn continued. 

(33) Dan. viii. 13, 14, 26. This Prophecy was given in the 
third Year of Belſbaxxar, or 551 Years before the vulgar Ara. 
See Newton's Chronology, p. £6, 303 and 204. For the third of 
Nabonnedus, who was Belſbaxxar, was the 196 of — ma 
and the firſt of Nabonaſſar begun 747 Years before the vulgar ra. 
Is not AEZneas, with his Trojans, the little Horn or Power, 
ver. 9, that came out of the leſſer Aa, and fetthng at Rome, 
waxed exceeding great, and performed all thoſe things propheſied 
of it in ver. 9, 10, 11 and 12. under the Name of the Romans ? 
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C60) 
Meſhech and Tubal, and dwelling north of the Land of 
ljrael (1). All which Deſcriptions anſwer: only to the 
Turks, who are the Deſcendants of Magog, the Fa- 
ther of the Scythians, and have extended their Domi- 


nion over Meſbech and Tubal (2). The Army alſo of 
cg is to conſiſt chiefly of Horſemen, which is re- 


markably true both of the Turks and Perſians; the 
latter of whom alone are computed to have above 
ſeven hundred thouſand Horſemen diſperſed over the 
ſevcral Parts of their Empire (3). 

The ſame Power ſeems to be propheſied of by 


Daniel, under the Character of the King of the North 


(4). For the greateſt Empire north of the Land of 
Tirael is the Turk, who has overthrown and deſtroyed 
many Powers, and poſſeſſed himſelf of Conſtantinople, 
and the Eaſtern Empire; he has he glorious Land, or 
the Land of {fael, in a great meaſure under him, 
and has entirely ſubdued Egypt. The Libyans, that 
is the People of Barca, are at his Steps, or under his 
Influence (5) : So are alſo the Ethiopians, that is the 


(1) Ze. xxxvin. 2, 15. and xxxix. 2. | 
2) The Turks came from Scythia. See Mela, Lib. 1. Cap. ult. 
Plinz, Lib. 6. Cap. 7. Magog was the Father of the Scythians, 
ſee Fo/ephus, Antig. B. 1. Ch. 6. whoſe ancient Habitations were 
in the eaſtern Parts of Turkey in Aſia, and in Georgia, as far as the 
Caſbian Sec, and in Koeban Tartary, as far as Aſoph. See Bochart. 
Phaleg. Lib. 3. Cap. 13. Gog is alio ſaid to be the chief 
Prince of Mefhech and Tubal. Meſpech, ſays Foſephus; was the 
Father of the Cappadocians; 2nd Jubal of the [heres : And as the 
Prophet ſpeaks of Mefech and Tubal as near Neighbours, (ſee 
Ez. xxvii. 13. and xxxii. 16.) ſo we find they lived near each 
_ in Pontus and Cappadocia, which are now ſubje&t to the 
HYFRS. | | 4 
(3) Exel. xxxviii. 4, 15. See Anlles's Hiſtory of the Turks, 
who reckons the Timariots alone, without the other Turki/þ Horſe - 
men, to be 719, 00. Theſe Timariots have the Poſſeſſion of cer- 
tain Villages and Towns, which they hold during Life, and for 
which they are obliged for every 6o Ducats they have of yearly 
Revenue, to maintain one Horſeman, either with Bow and Ar- 
rows, or with Target and Lance : and this in Time of Peace, as 


well as of War. 


(4) Dan. xi. 40 to 44. | 
66) The Ancient Libya is now called the Kingdom of Barca; it 
Joins to Egypt, Bochart. Pheleg. Lib. 4. Cap. 33. 


% » 


Arabians 


( 61) 1 
"Arabians near Egypt, and along Part of the Coaſts 
of the Red Sea in the Stony and Happy Arabia (6). 


While Edom, or the Wild Arabs, who live ſouth of 


the Land of IJſrael; and Moab, with the chief of the 
Children of Ammon, that is, the Arabs on the eaſt of 
Jordan and the Salt Sea, have eſcaped out of his 
Hands, and are not at all ſubject to him (7). 

We are told in the next Place, that T:dings out of 
the eaſt and out of the north ſhall trouble him, therefore he 


ſhall go forth with great Fury to deſtroy, and utterly to 


make away many (8). If then the Muſcovites, or ſome 
Northern Power, was to unite with the Per/ians againſt 
the Turk, we might probably ſee him much troubled, 
and go forth with great Fury, and with great Armies 
to deſtroy many; and this perhaps may be the Time 

for the Reſtoration of the 1/raelites to their own Land. 
Some Years after their Reſtoration, the Turk will come 
up againſt the Land of Jrael, and will plant the Ta- 
bernacles of his Palace in the glorious holy Mountain, 


or at Mount Zion, but ſhall come to his End there, and 


none ſhall help him (o). 
But 


(6) The Ethiopians ſhould be tranſlated the Cuſpites. See their 


Situation, as here deſcribed in Bochart's Phaleg. Lib. 4. Cap. 2. 
Moſt of theſe Parts are either in Alliance with, or dependent on 
the Turks, who maintain Baſhaws, or Governors, and Garriſons 
at ſeveral of theſe Towns and Sea- ports. See Moll's Complete 
Geographer. ' 

(7) The Arabs in the Stony Arabia, are a wild People, and ac- 
knowledge no other Sovereign. Sandys, p. 108. The Turkiſh Ba- 
ſhaws give ſome Pay to the chief Sheik of the Aras in the Stony 
Arabia, being very unwilling to have any Quarrel with them : 
and the Caravans allo allow him a Sum of Money yearly, that 
they may paſs without Moleftation : and to the other Sheik they 
* Provifions. Money, Veits, and Cloths for Shirts in certain 
Proportions. Thewenot, Part 1. Ch. 32, See alſo the Travels of 
D' Ar vieux into the Deſert of Arabia, publiſhed by La Rogue, p. 2. 
He alſo aſſures us, that the Arabs in the Deſert Arabia, have 
never been ſubject to the Turks, See Preface, p. 2. EET. 

(8) Dan. xi. 44. | | 
(9) Dan. xi. 45. and xii. 1. That theſe two Verſes relate to a 
very different War and Period from that mentioned in ver. 44, 
appears from hence: that the 44th Yer/e relates to a War with, 
ſome People north and eaſt of him: whereas the 45th Ferſe refers 
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662) 'l 
But to return: beſides the Turks, we find ſeveral. 
other People will join themſelves to him, to invade the 
 Tfraelites, as Perſia, though at preſent they are at va- 
riance with each other; ſo alſo Licha, or the Nations 
on the Coaſt of Barbary in Africa (10). With theſe 
alſo will be joined Ethiopia, that is the Arabians near 
Egypt, and along Part of the Coaſts of the Red - Sea, 
in the Stony and Happy Arabia. Gomer alſo, and all 
his Bands, with the Houſe of Togarmah of the north. 
uarters, and all his Bands ; both which People were 
originally ſeated in Natolia, and the neighbouring 
Places in the leſſer Aſia, which are now ſubject to the 
| Turks(11). 

F Theſe then are the Nations, that will come up in 
[ the latter Days againft, the Children of 7/rael, who 
[ will then have been ſome time brought back from the 
| Sword, and gathered out of many Nations, wherein 
. they had been diſperſed, and reſtored to their own 
| Land. They ſhall come from the northern Parts, 
q and ſhall aſcend and come, like a Storm; all of them 
4 riding upon Horſes, a great Company and a mighty 
| Army, fo that they ſhall cover the Land like a Cloud. 
*(12) For the Iſraelites having lived for ſome Years in 
= Peace and Quiet, and gotten Riches, and Plenty of 
q Cattle and Goods; they will come againſt them with 

j a wicked Intention, to deſtroy a defenceleſs People, 


— 


| | to one with ſome that are in the Land of 7/-ae/, which is ſouth of 
ih him. This laſt alſo ends in his Deſtruction; whereas in the other 


0 of Verſe 44, he ſeems rather to be ſucceſsful. : Ol” | . 
# (10) Exet. xxxviii. 1 to 8, Libya ſhould be tranſlated Phat, 

i which is the Sea-coaſt of Barhary, where Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers, | 

l Fez and Morocco are. Bochart. Phaleg. Lib. 4. Cap. 33. | f 


(11) Gomer ſettled himſelf in the Ancient Phrygia : and Togar- 
j mah his Son in Cappadocia. Bochart. Lib. 3. Cap. 8 and 11.—See - 
alſo, concerning Sheba and Dedan, Set. 2. Note 5. 
4 (12) How very numerous their Army will be, we may judge 
9 from theſe two Particulars : that after their Deſtruction, the /- 
9 raelites will be ſeven Years in burning their Weapons of Wood, s 
9 tho? they will uſe them for Firewood on every neceſſary Occa- N 
| fron. And tho' the Birds of Prey, and the wild Beaſts will devour 
{ as many of their Carcaſſes as they can, yet ſeven Months will the 
ji | Houſe of //-ae/ be in burying their dead Bodies, to cleanſe the 
| Land, Exel. xxxix. 4, 9, 10, 17, to 21. 3 

| | o 


— 


: (63) 

to take a Prey, to carry away Silver and Gold, to 
take away Cattle and Goods, to take a great Spoil : 
all which they will flatter themſelves, they ſhall the 
more eaſily accompliſh, as the Iſraelites will have no 
fortified Towns and Cities, but will live at reſt, and 


quell fafely in unwalled Villages, (except perhaps Je- 


ruſalem) all of them dwelling without Walls, and 
having neither Bars nor Gates (13) Now ſo great an 
Army of Enemies coming againſt ſo defenceleſs a 
Country, naturally brings great Devaſtations and 
Diſtreſs; to which the Account given by Daniel of 
theſe times exactly agrees, that There /ball be a Time 
of Trouble, ſuch as never was ſince there was a Nation 
even to that ſame time (14). | 

And it ſeems to be of this ſame Period, that Zecha- 
riab ſpeaks, when he tells us, that a// (that is many) 
Nations ſhall be gathered againſt Jeruſalem to Battle, 
and the City ſhall be taken, and the Houſes rifled, and half 


of the People of it taken captive : and further, that 


two Parts of the Inhabitants of the whole Land ſhall be 
cut off, and the third Part only be leſt alive (15). And 
what we think determines this Prophecy to refer to 
theſe Times, is becauſe now we find the Lord deſcends 


upon the Mount of Olives, to fave the Remainder of 


the Iſraelites, and to deſtroy their Enemies; and be- 
cauſe the glorious and happy Times immediately ſuc- 
ceed, when the Lord ſhall be King over all the Earth, 
and a River of living Waters ſhall go out from Jeru- 
ſalem; which City ſhall from henceforth be ſafely in- 
habited, and many People of all the Nations that came 


againſt 'Feruſalem, ſhall come up every Year at the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles, to worſhip the King the Lord 


of Hoſts (16). 

It is alſo theſe Times, we think, the Prophet Joel 
deſcribes, A Nation, ſays he, is come up upon my Land, 
Atrong and without Number, a great People and a ſtrong, 


(13) Exek. xxxvii. 8 to 14. 
(14) Dan. xi. 45. and xii. 1. 
(15) Zechar. xiv. 2. and xiii. 8, 9. 


| (16) Lechar. XIV, 4 to 20. 4 
there 
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them (18). 


(64) 


there has not been ever the like; neither ſhall there be any 


more after it, even to the Years of many Generations (17). 
And the Deſolation and Affliction they will occaſion, 
is ſtrongly deſcribed in theſe Words: A Fire dewoureth 
before them, and behind them 4 Flame burneth : the 
Land is as the Garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a deſolate Wilderneſs, yea, and nothing fhall eſcape 


Tfraelites is thus expreſſed: Alas, for the Day, for the 
Day of the Lord is at hand, and as a Deſtruction from 
the Almighty ſhall it come; let all the Inhabitants of the 
Land tremble; a Day of Darkneſs and of Gloomineſs, 
a Day of Clouds and of thick Darkneſs, the People ſhall 
be much pained, all Faces ſhall gather Blackneſs, for the 
Day of the Lord is very great and terrible, and who can 
abide (19). But he aſſures them, that whoever ſhall 


call on the Name of the Lord fhall be delivered; and 


that he will plead with the Nations that are come up 
againſt them, and will remove far off from them 2zhis 
northern Army: then will God alſo dwell in Zion his 
holy Mountain, and Jeraſalem ſhall become holy, and 
there ſhall no Strangers paſs through her, or ſubdue her 
any more. Then ſhall alſo the Times of the greateft 
Plenty follow, and a Fountain ſhall riſe in the Temple, 


or Houſe of the Lord, and ſhall run eaſtward into the 
Valley of Shittim, (which agrees with the River that 


(17) Joel i. 6. and ii. 2. I would here obſerve, that at the 
laſt Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, Titus had but about four Roman 
Legions, which, with the auxiliary Troops, amounted to about 
60 or 70 thouſand Men. See Fo/zphus, War. B. 3. C. 4. B. 5. C. 1. 


Tacitus, Lib. 5. Cap, 1. Whereas this Army of Gog's will be far 


more numerous. And though the Tribulation of the Jews, in 
Titus's Time, was much greater in its Effects than this will be, as 
the whole Jeaoiſß State was then overturned, and this preſent long 
Captivity and Diſperſion ſucceeded, beſides above 1,300,000 
Jews deſtroyed, according to Zo/eþhus: yet as here two thirds of 
the whole Land are to be cut off, the Numbers of thoſe to be 


deſtroyed by the Turks, will probably be much greater than was 


by the Romans. | | 7 
(18) Joel ii. 3. Who alſo, agreeably to Ezekiz/, deſcribes them 

as Horſemen, Joel ii. 4. and as coming from the North, as Gog 

will do, wer. 20. ; 


(19) Feel i. 15. and il. 1, 2, 6. 11. $48. 104) © 


And the Terror and Confuſion of the 


18 


4 


— 


4 


(37) 

s to riſe in the Temple, and to run into the Deſert 
and the Eaſt Sea, according to Ezekiel) and Edom 
and Egypt ſhall be made deſolate ; But Judah ball 
dwell from henceforth for ever, and Jeruſalem fron: 
Generation to Generation (20). All which Particulars, 
as they have never yet been fulfilled, and agree ſo ex- 
actly with the other Prophecies relating to this Period, 
we think mutt therefore be referted to theſe Times. 

We now find the Remainder of the //-aelites will be 
preſerved by God, and their Enemies deftroyed. For 
thus Zechariah tells us, that after two thirds of the 
People of the Land have been cut off and deſtroyed, 
and the City of Jeruſalem taken, and the Houſes 


rifled, and half of the Inhabitants of the City taken 


captive 3 Then ſhall the Lord go forth, and fight againſt 
thoſe Nations, and his Feet ſhall ſtand in that Day apoit 
the Mount of Olives, which ſhall clegue in the midſt 
thereof, and there ſhall be a great Earthquake (21). 
The Lord alſo ſhall ſave the Tents of Judah firſt, that 
the Glory of the Houſe of David, and the Glory of 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem do not magnify themſelves 
againſt Judah: in that Day fhall the Lord alſo defend 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and he will pour upon the 
Houſe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
the Spirit of Grace and of Supplication (22). 

For now the ſpecial Providence of God will exert 
itſelf, in the Preſervation of all the Good and Virtuous, 
who will by thefe Afflictions be thoroughly tried and 
purified, and the Wicked only be deſtroyed. For thus 
Daniel tells us, that at that time Michael ſhall ſtand 
up, the great Prince, which ſtandeth for the Children 
of Iſrael, and they ſhall be delivered, even every one 


(20) Joel ii. 20, 32. andiii. 1, 2, 16, to the End. 

(21) Zechar. xiii, 8, 9 and xiv. 1 to 6. See alſo about this 
Earthquake, Fxeh. xxxviii. 19, 20. and Joel iii. 16. The Effect 
of it ſeems to be, that many of the Hills will be thrown down, 
and all the mountainous Country from Geba to Rimmon, ſouth of 
Jeruſalem, ſhall be turned into a Plain, Zechay. xiv, 10, | 

(22) Zechar. xii. 7, 8, 10. and xiii. 1, 3. = 


1 "VO that 


- 


(55) 
that ſhall be found written in the Book (23), that is who 
are good and holy. And ſo God by Zechariah ſays, 
T will bring the third Part of the Inhabitants of the 
Land through the Fire, and will refine them, as Silver is 


refined, and will try them as Gold is tried: they ſhall call 


on my Name, and I will hear them; I will ſay, It is my 
People, and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God (24). And 
it ſeems to be of theſe Times 1/aiah ſpeaks, ſaying, 
He that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeruſa- 


lem Hall be. called Holy, even every one that is written 


among the living in Jeruſalem : when the Lord ſhall 


have purged the Blood of Jeruſalem &) the Spirit of 


Judgment, and by the Spirit of Burning. 1 
It is not eaſy to aſſign here, what will be the Cauſes 


of fo great a Depravity among the 1/raelites, that they 
ſhould go through ſuch great Afflictions, and two 


thirds of them be cut off, before the Lord comes to 
preſerve the Remainder. One Reaſon perhaps may 
be, their having lived for ſome Years in Peace and 
Plenty, crowned with temporal Proſperity and Hap- 
pineſs, which too often bring on a Forgetfulneſs of 
God, and of our -Obligations to him. When they 
wax fat, they kick, then they forfake God who made 
them, and lightly eſteem the Rock of their Salva- 
tion (20). | 4 1} | | 
We now come to the Deſtruction of their Enemies; 
for though God has permitted their wicked Deſigns 
in ſome meaſure to ſucceed, yet, at laſt, as Daniel 
aſſures us, this King of the North, or the Turk, ſhall 
come to his End, and none ſhall help him (27). And 


(24) Dan. xii. 1. See alſo Ia. xxxiii. 14, 15, 16, 17, c. which 

feems to relate to theſe Times. | ö 

(24) Zechar. xiii. 9. 

(25) La. iv. 2 to 6. That this Prophecy relates to theſe Times, 
loud and Smoke by Day, and as the Shining of a Flame of 


a 
a 


Fire by Night: and becauſe the Branch of the Lord, or the Meſſi- 
ah, now becomes glorious ; both which ſeem to fix it to the Be- 


ginning of his Reign at Feruſalem. 
(26) Deut. xxxii. 15, ow 
8 (27) Dan. xi. 45. 


God 


15. from the Glory of God now dwelling on Mount Zion, as 


( 59) 

God, by Ezekiel, ſpeaking of Gog and his Army, 
ſays, I will call for a Sword againſt him throughout all 
my Mountains, every Man's Sword ſhall be againſt. his 
Brother : and I wil! plead again ſt him with Peſtilence 
and with Blood: and 1 will rain upon him, and upon his 
Bands, and upon the many People that are with him, an 
overflowing Rain, and great Hail. ſtones, Fire, and 
Brimſtone (28). And Zechariah ſays, This ſhall be 
the Plague wherewith the Lord ſhall ſmite all the People 
that have fought againſ} Jeruſalem : their Fleſh ſhall 
eopſume away, while they ſtand upon their Feet; and 
their Eyes fhall conſume away in their Holes, and their 
Tongue ſhall conſume away in their Mouth : and it ſball 
come to paſs in that Day, that a great Tumult from the 
Lord ſhall be among them, and they ſhall lay hold every 
one on the Hand of his Neighbour, and his Hand. ſhall 
riſe up againſt the Hand of his Neighbour. So that 
they ſhall not only be conſumed by Peſtilence and Fire 
from the Lord, but ſhall alſo quarrel and fight one 
againſt another. And the Prophet adds, that every 
one that is left of all the Nations, which came againſt Je- 
ruſalem, ſhall even go up from Year to Year, to worſhip 
the King the Lord of Hoſts, and to keep the Feaſt of Ta- 
bernacles (29). 

At the ſame time the Iſraelites T0 through theſe 
Troubles in their own Land, we find, that thoſe that 
| ſhall be in Egypt and Aria, (and perhaps alſo in other 
Countries) will ſuffer great Affſictions, but ſhall be de- 
livered at laſt, and reſtored to their own Country. For 
thus Tſaiah, ſpeaking, as we apprehend, of theſe Times, 
ſays, It ſhall come to paſs in that Day, that the Lord 
ſhall beat off from the Channel of the River, unto the 
Stream of Egypt, or dry up the River. Nile for them 
to paſs over: and ye ſhall be gathered one by one, O ye 
Children of Iſrael. Aud it ſhall come to paſs in that Day, 
that the great Trumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall 
come which were ready 10 perif in the Land of A ſſyria, 
and the Outcaſts in the Land of Egypt, and fall wor- 


(28) Exzek. xxxviii 21, 22. 
(29) Zechar, xiv, 12, 13, 16 to 20. 
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Hip the Lord in the holy Mount at Jeruſalem (30). So 
again, by Zechariah, God ſays, I will ſtrengthen the 
Houſe of Judah, and will ſave the Houſe of Joſeph, or 
the Ten Tribes; I will bring them again alſo cut of the 
Land of Egypt, and gather them out of Aﬀyria, and I 
will bring them into the Land of Gilead and Lebanon : 
and he ſball paſs through the Sea with Afﬀiittion, and 
ſhall ſmite the Waves in the Sea, and all the Deeps of 
the River faall dry up (31). Thus ſhall the good and 
virtuous Iſraelites be every where delivered; which 
leads us to conſider the finiſhing of their Reſtora- 
tion : while all the Wicked among them ſhall be in- 
tirely cut off (32), _ IR 


vECT19090 
Of the Reſtoration of the reſt of the Iſraelites to 


their chm Land; with ſome Account of ther 
Happmeſs there, under the Meſſiah. 


| E proceed to the Reſtoration of the Remainder 

of the Iſraelites, ſtill continuing in their Diſ- 
perſion; for immediately after the Deſtruction of Gag, 
and his Army, Thus ſaith the Lord God, now will I 
bring again the Captivity of Jacob, and have Mercy 
upon the whole Houſe of Iſrael : and again, I have ga- 
thered them, ſays he, unto their own Land, and have 
left none of them any more there, that is, among the 
Heathen. 1). And this Reſtoration ſeems to be 
brought about, by his ſending thoſe of the Army of 
Gog, which eſcaped that terrible Deſtruction, to all 


(30) Ja. xxvii. 12, 13, compared with xi. 15, 16. which laſt 
ſeems plainly to relate to theſe Times, when the Maſſiab ſhall 
come to reign upon the Earth. | 5 8 

(31) Zechar. x. 6, to the End. This Prophecy plainly refers to 
the future Times, when the Tribes of Ephraim and Minnfſeh, (and 
witl; them the reſt of the ten Tribes) are to be reſtored, which 
has never yet been fulfilled, | 

(52) Jer. xxx. 23, 24. Exel. xx. 33 to 39. Amos ix. 9, 10, 


che 


C, 
(i) Exel. xxxix. 25, 28. 


( 61 
the Nations afar off, to tell his Deeds, and to declare 
his Glory. For we think it is of this Time Jſaiah 
ſpeaks, when he deſcribes the Lord coming with Fire 
and with Sword, 8 with all Fleſh: and Twill. 


gather, ſays he, all Nations and Tongues, and they ſhall 
come and ſee my Glory, and I will ſet a Sign among them, 
and will ſend thoſe that eſcape of them unto the Nations, 
and to the Iſles afar off, that have not heard my Fame, 
neither have ſeen my Glory, and they ſball declare my 
Glory among the Gentiles, and they ſhall bring all your 
Brethren for an Offering unto the Lord, out of all Na- 
tions, upon Horſes, and in Chariots, and in Litters, and 
upon Mules, and upon fwiff Beaſts, to my holy Moun- 
tain Jeruſalem, ſaith the Lord (2). | 

And how glorious their Reſtoration will be, the 
following Prophecies declare. In that Day the Lord 
ſhall ſet his Hand again the ſecond Time, to recover the 
Remnant of his People which ſhall be left, and ſhall af- 
ſemble the Outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather together the diſ- 
perſed of Judah, from the four Corners of the Earth. 
The Envy alſo of Ephraim ſhall depart, and the Adver- 
ſaries of Judah fhall be cut off, They ſhall fly upon the 
Shoulders of the Philiſtines towards the weſt, they ſhall 
ſpoil them of the eaſt together : they ſhall lay their Hand 
upon Edom and Moab, and the Children of Ammon 
ſhall obey them (3). And in another Place, Surely the 
Iſles ſhall wait for me, and the Ships of Tarſhiſh frft, 
to bring thy Sons from far, their Silver, and their Gold 
with them, unto the Name of the Lord thy God : and the 
Sons of Strangers ſhall build up thy Walls, and their 
Kings ſhall miniſter unto thee (4). And again, At that 
time ihey ſhall call Jeruſalem the Throne of the Lord, 
and all Nations ſhall be gathered unto it, In thoſe Days 
the Houſe of Judah fhall walk with the Houſe of Iſrael, 
and they ſhall come together out of the Land of the North 
o their own Laud(s). And once more, Thus ſaith the 


(2) 1/a. Ixvi. 15 to 21. 
_ 7-3 | 
(a) Jaa. 1x. q, 10. See alſo xlix, 22, 23» 
** 650 Jer. ji. 17, 18. | 


Lord 
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Lord of Hoſts, in thoſe Days it ſhall come to paſs, that 
ten Men (hall take hold out of all Languages of the Na- 
tions, even ſhall toke hold of the Skirt of him that is a 

Jew, ſaying, we will go with you, for wwe have heard 
that God is with you (6). For the Ranſomed of the Lord 
ſhall return, and come to Zion, with Songs and everlaſt- . 
ing Joy upon their Heads; they ſhall obtain Joy and 
Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flee away (7). 
The Lord will from henceforth alſo dwell among 
them, and his Glory will be conſtantly viſible in the 
Temple (8). And the Meſſiab will come to reſide 
among them, as their Prince or King. For thus ſaith 
the Lord, Behold the Days come, , that I will raiſe unto 
David à righteous Branch, and a King ſhall reign and 
proſper, and ſball execute Judgment and Juſtice in the 
Earth. In his Days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael 
ſhall dwell ſafely, and this is his Name whereby he ſball 
be called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs (9). And it is 
the ſame Perſon, we apprehend, is meant by David 
their King. Till ſet up one Shepherd over them, ſays 
God, and he ſhall feed them, even my Servant David: 
he ſhall feed them, and be fhall be their Shepherd: and I 
the Lord will be their God, and my Servant David a 
Prince among them (10). And again, Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, behold I will take the Children of Iſrael from 
among the Heathen, whither they are gone, and will ga- 
ther them on every Side, and bring them into their own 
Land. And I will make them one Nation in the Land 
upon the Mountains of Iſrael, and one King ſhall be 
King to them all: and David my Servant ſhall be King 
over them, and they all ſhall have one Shepherd, and my 
Servant David fhall be their Prince for ever (11). And 
again by Zechariah, Sing and rejoice, O Daughter of 

(6) Zechar. viii. 23, | he Fwd 

(7) 1a. xxxv. 10. | 4D 

(8) Exel. xliii. 1 to 10. and xliv. 1, 2. and xlviii. 35. See 


alfo 7/a. iv. 5. which ſeems to relate to theſe Times, when the 
Meſffiah, or the Branch of the Lord ſhall become glorious, 


9) Fer. xxiii. 5, 6. and xxxiii. 15, 16. 
(10) Ezek. xxxiv. 23, Bo; 


(11) Ezek. xxxvii. 21 to 26, See alſo Jer. xxx. g. Hoſea At. 5. 
| Zion, 


( 63) | 
Zion, for lo I come and will dwell in the midſt of thee, 
ſaith the Lord, and many Nations ſhall be joined to the 
Tord in that Day, and ſhall be my People; and I will 
dwell in the midſt of thee, and thou ſbalt know, that the 
Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me #nto thee (12). 

Thus the 1/raelites being cleanſed from all their Ini- 
quities, and enjoying the Divine Favour, will be 
bleſt with great Light and Knowledge. For thus ſaith 
the Lord, behold the Days come, that I will make a 
new Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with the 
Houſe of Judah; I will put my Law in their inward 
Parts, and write it in their Hearts, and will be their 
Cod, and they ſhall be my People; and they ſpall teach no 
more every Man his Neighbour, and every Man his Bro- 
ther, ſaying, know the Lord : for they fhall all know 
me, from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of them, ſaith 
the Lord: for Iwill forgive their Iniquity, and I will re- 
member their Sin no more (13). And thine Ears fhall hear 
a Word behind thee, ſaying, this is the Way, walk ye 
in it, when ye turn to the right Hand, and when ye turn 
to the left (14). And again, They ſhall alſo walk in my 

udgments, and obſerve my Statutes and do them ; and 


I bey ſhall dwell in the Land that 1 have given unto Jacob. 


my Servant, wherein your Fathers have dwelt, and they 
ſhall dwell therein, even they and their Children, and 
their Children's Children for ever, Moreover, 1 will 
make a Covenant of Peace with them, it ſhall be an ever- 
laſting Covenant with them : and I will place them and 
multiply them, and will ſet my Sanfuary in the midſt of 
them for evermore. My Tabernacle alſo ſhall be with 
them, yea, I will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People (15). Neither will I hide my Face any more 
from them, for I have poured out my Spirit upon the Houſe 
of Iſrael, faith the Lord God (16). 
(12) Zechar, ii. 10, RP 


13) Jer. xxxi. 31, 33, 34. See alſo Exel. xxxvi. 26, 27, 28. 
Ties fal alſo many of 2 ceremonial Laws be aboliſhed. See 
Fer. iii. 16. | | 
(4) Ja. xxx. 21. 
(15) Exe. xxxvii. 24 to 28. 
(416) Exer, xxxix. 29. 


1 From 


( 64 ) 


From hence it appears, that the //raehites will never 


any more (as a Nation) forſake. God, but will from 
henceforth ſerve him in Truth and Faithfulneſs; which 
Obedience will entitle them to all the temporal Bleſ- 


ſings God has promiſed them. And it is at this time 


we judge, the Fountain ſhall riſe in the Temple, or 
Houſe of God, at Feru/a/em, which ſhall ſoon become 
a conſiderable River, not to be forded, and ſhall run 
into the Deſert (17), (or 1 great Plain) and ſo on 
into the Eaſt Sea, and heal its ſalt and nauſeous Wa- 


ters; ſo that there ſhall be a very great Multitude of 


Fiſh in it, and of various Sorts: And on the Banks 
of this River ſhall grow Trees, whoſe Fruit ſhall be 
for Food, and ſhall bring forth new Fruit every 
Month, which ſhall not be liable to rot, or be con- 
ſumed : while the Leaves of the Trees ſhall not fade, 
but ſhall be uſed as Medicine, to heal many of the 
Diſorders of the Body (18); ſo that the Inhabitants 


(17) Exch. xlvii. 8. This Deſert ſeems to be the great Plain on 
each Side of the River Jordan. See Deut. iii. 17. and iv. 49. 
Joſb. xii. 3. where this Plain on the eaſt of Fardan, and Joſb. iv. 
13. and v. io. and 2 Sm. ii. 29. and 2 Kings xxv. 4, 5. and Jer. 
xxxix. 4, 5. where this Plain on the welt of Jordan is called by 
the ſame Name, which 1s here tranſlated the Deſert. 

(18) Exe. xlvii. 1 to 13. It ſeems to be the ſame Fountain, 
that Joel, Ch. iii. 18. deſcribes, which ſhall come forth out of the 
Houſe of the Lord, and run into and water the Valley of $S/z#- 
tim. Now the great Plain on the eaſt of Fordan near Jericho, 
was called by this Name. See Numb. xxxiii. 49. and Fob. ii. 1. 
and it is probable the whole great Plain on both Sides of that River, 
might be called by the ſame Name. Which Plain, cr Valley, be- 
ing now barren and unfruitful, may probably be healed by this 
River, (ſee Ja. xxxv. 1, 6. and xli. 19. and li. 3 in the Original) 
in the ſame manner as the Fountain of Elia has made the Fields 
near Fericho very fruitful, which before that time were barren, — 
But the Marihes, and miry Places about the Eaſt Sea are not to be 
healed. See £ze. xlvii. 11.—It appears from other Prophets, that 
two Rivers will riſe at 7eru/a/em, one of them running eaſt, and 
the other welt. Thus Zechariah, Ch. xiv. 8. fays, that iving (that is 
running) Waters ſhall go out from Jeruſalem, half of them toawards 
the former (or the eaſt) Sea, and half of them towards the hinder 
(or the great) Sea : the firſt of which anſwers to the River in Joel 
and Ezekiel. — Iſaiab, Ch. xxxiii. 21. alſo ſeems to ſpeak of both 


theſe Rivers, which will not be navigable. So in Ezeticl, xlvii. 


ſhall 


9. they are called two Rivers in the Original. 
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ſhall not ſay, I am fick (19). Thus will the People 
become healthy, and many of the Diſtempers Man- 
kind are ſtill liable to, will have a Remedy at hand. 
T hen ſhall the Eyes of the blind allo be opened, and the 
Ears of the deaf be unſtopped; then ſhall the lame Man 
leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the dumb ſing 20). 
And tothe ſame Times do the ollowing Prophecies of 
their great Plenty and Proſperity belong. Bebold the Days 
come, faith the Lord, that the Plowman ſball cvertake the 
Reaper, andthe T. reader of Grapes him that ſoweth Seed, (10 
that probably there will be here two Crops in the Year, 
as it is in ſome other Countries) and the Mountains ſhall 
drop, or produce, new Wine, and all the Hills fhall 
melt. And 1 will bring again the Captivity of my Peo- 
ple Iſrael, and they ſhall build the waſte Cities, and in- 
habit them: and Ms ſhall plant Vineyards, and drink 
the Wine thereof; they ſhall alſo plant Gardens, and eat 
the Fruit of them (21). And I will make with them a 


Covenant of Peace, and will cauſe the wild Beaſts to 


_ ceaſe out of the Land, and they ſhall dwell ſafely in the 
Wilderneſs, and fleep in the Woods. And I will make 
them, and the Places round about my Hill a Bleſſing, 
and I will can fe the Shower to come down in his Seaſon, 
there ſhall be Showers of Bleſſing : and the Tree of the 
Field fhall yield her Fruit, and 2 Earth ſpall yield her 
Increaſe. And they ſhall no more be a Prey to the Fea- 
then, neither 2 the Beaſts of the Land devour them, 
but they ſhall dwell ſafely, and none ſhall make them a- 
raid (22). And now this Land will become exceed- 
ing TUNG and l and will plentifully abound 

with 


(19) 72 xxxiii. 24. Which Prophecy ſeems to relate to theſe 
Times, when the wicked at Jexu/a/em (hall be deſtroyed, and the 
Reign of the MeſJiah there begins, 

(20) Ja. xxxv. 5, 6. This Prophecy ſeems to relate to theſe 
future Times, becauſe it is to be ſo glorious a Return of the Ran- 
ſom d of the Lord, and to be attended with ſuch Bleſſings, as have 
never yet been fulfilled. 

(21) Amos ix, 13, 14. See alſo Joel iii. 18. 

(a2) Exel. xxxiv. 25 to 29. That this refers to theſe Times 
appears from hence, that David, or the Me/+ah, is to be their 
2 W and Prince at this time: and it is fpoke to the Houſe of 


Jrael, 


_ 
with Rivers, even in its moſt dry and thirſty Parts: 


for in the Wilderneſs ſhall Waters break out, and Streams 
in the Deſert, and the parched Ground ſhall become a 
Pool, and the thirſty Land Springs of Water (23). For 
the Lord ſball comfort Zion, he will comfort all her waſte 
Places; he will make her Wilderneſs like Eden, and her 


Deſert like the Garden of the Lord: Joy amd Gladneſs 


ſhall be found therein, Thankſgiving and the Voice of 


Melody (24). And again God ſays, It ſhall be to me 
a Name of Joy, a Praiſe and an Honour before all the 
Nations of the Earth, which ſhall hear all the Good that I 
do unto them, and they ſhall fear and tremble for all the 
Goodneſs, and for all the Proſperity that 1 procure unto 


it. Thus ſaith the Lord, again there ſhall be beard in the | 


Cities of Judah, and 7n the Streets of Jeruſalem, the 
Voice of Foy, and the Voice of Gladneſs, the Voice of the 


Bridegroom, and the Voice of the Bride, the Voice of 


them that ſhall ſay, Praiſe the Lord of Hoſts, for the 
Lord is good, for his Mercy endureth for ever (25). 
At this time alſo we judge the Prophecies will be 


fulfilled, which relate to the Exaltation of the 1/ra- 


elites, above all People, agreeably to what Moſes aſ- 
ſured them, that God would make them high above 
all Nations, in Praiſe, and in Name, and in — 
and that they ſhould reign over many Nations (26). 
Which was indeed in ſome meaſure true in Solomon's 
Reign, but continued ſo a very few Years ; whereas 
now it will be more fully accompliſhed. Thus God, 


by Jſaiab, ſpeaking to Feruſalem, ſays, The Gentiles 
Hall come to thy Light, and Kings to the . of 


thy rifeng : the Sons of Strangers ſhall build up thy Walls, 
Iſrael, or the Twelve Tribes, who are no more after this to be a 
Prey to the Heathen. See Yer/es 23, 24, 28, zo. | 
n. 0, 7. * 
(24) 1/2. li. 3. compared with Exek. xxxvi. 22, to the End, 
which is plainly future. | | | | 
(25) Fer. xxxiii. 9, 11. This Prophecy relates to this future 
Period, when both Fudah and i ae ſhall be reftored, and when 
the Mz/fah, called The Lord our Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in the 
Land. See Ver. 7, to 17. 55 "<> Rl ok | 
(26) Deut. xxvi. 19. and xv. 6, 
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and their Kings ſhall miniſter unto thee : aud the Nation 
and Kingdom that will not ſerve thee ſhall periſh : yea, 
thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly wajted. The Sons alſo of 
them that afflified thee, ſhall come bending unto thee, and 
all they that deſpiſed thee ſhail bow themſelves down at 
the Soles of thy Feet, and they ſhall call thee the City of 
the Lord, the Zion of the holy One of Iſrael. I will 
make thee an eternal Excellency, a Foy of many Genera- 
tions (27). And again, Strangers ſhall and and feed 
your Flocłs, and the Sons of the Alien ſhall be your Plot 
men, and your Vine-dreſſers; but ye ſhall be named the 
Priefts of the Lord, Men ſhall call you the Miniſters of 
our God : ye ſhall eat the Riches of the Gentiles, and in 
their Glory fhall ye boaſt yourſelves, He then adds; 
Their Sced ſhall be known among the Gentiles, and their 
Offspring among the People : all that ſee them ſhall ac- 
. knowledge them, that they are the Seed which the Lord 
has bleſſed (28). Such are the Promiſes of the great 
Happineſs and Glory, that will attend the Iſiaelites in 
the laſt Ages; which ſeem, in ſome meaſure, to be 
poured out upon them in theſe Times, but will in- 
creaſe and continue to the End of the World. | 
This great Proſperity of the Children of Jſrael, with 
their Dominion over ſome of the neighbouring Na- 
tions, and the Judgments poured out upon their Ene- 
mies, joined with the Preſence of the Meſſiah their 
King at Jeruſalem, and the Glory of the Lord (29), 
will ihvite People, even from the moſt diſtant Coun- 
tries of the Earth, to come up to them, to worſhip 
the Lord God, to pay their Homage to the Meffiab, 
and to be Eye-witneſſcs and Partakers of thele Bleſ- 


 (z7) Ja. 1x. 3, 10, 12, 14, 15. The Prophet goes on with the 
Account of the exceeding great Glory and Proſperity of the laſt 
Times of all: but as they begin with the Reſtoration of the Va- 
elites, ver. 9. fo we think the Verſes we have quoted ſeem to re- 
late to the Times we are ſpeaking of, beginning now; and ſo 
continuing to the End of the World. | | 5 

(28) Ja. Ixi. 6, 9. 3 | 

(29) So that the City will in a manner loſe its old Name of Je- 
ruſalem, and be cles The Lord is there, to ſhew his continual 
Preſence there, Exek. xlvin. 35. 


2 ſings : 


(68) 

fings: to which *tis probable, the having many of 
their Diſorders cured by the Leaves of the Trees that 
grow on the Banks of the River, which proceeds from 
the Temple, or Houſe of the Lord, will not a little 
contribute. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, it ſhall yet 
come to paſs, that there ſhall come People, and the In- 
habitants of many Cities : and the Inhabitants of one City 
ſhall go out unto another, ſaying, let us go ſpeedily to 
pray before the Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, 1 
will go a'ſo. Yea, many People and ſtrong Nations ſhall 
come to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts at Jeruſalem, and to pray 
before the Lord (30). Rejoice then, ye Gentiles, with 
Feruſalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her, 
that ye may be ſatisfied with her Conſolations, and be 
delighted with the Abundance of her Glory. 

And here I would obſerve, that Feruſalem is fo fi- 
tuated, as to be fitted for the Capital of the World, 
and for the chief Seat of univerſal Empire : for it is 
placed nearly in the Middle of this Part of the Earth, 
which contains three of the four great Continents, and 
is almoſt equally diſtant from the moſt remote Na- 
tions of it on every Side. And the Great Sea waſh- 
ing this Country on the weſt, and the Red. Sea, and 
the Perſian Gulph coming up almoſt to it on the ſouth 
and eaſt, makes it equally advantageous for Ships to 
come thither from every maritime Part of the World, 
even from America itſelf. | 

To theſe things we may add, that God promiſed 
Abraham, he would give to his Seed the Land from 
the River of Egypt to the River Euphrates (31). 
Which he afterwards confirmed to the Iſraelites thus, 
TI will ſet thy Bounds from the Red-Sea, even to the 
Sea of the Philiſtines, and from the Deſert (that is of 
Syria) unto the River, or the Euphrates (32). Now, 

9 though 


* 


(30) Zechar. viii. 20, 21, 22. See the 23d Verſe, which fixes 
this Prophecy to this Reſtoration of the F eas. 
(31) Gen. xv. 18. | 
(32) Exod. xxiii. 31. So that their Poſſeſſions were to extend 
to the River Zuphrates on the eaſt, to the Red. Sea on the ſouth, to 
the Gitat Sea or the Mediterranean (called the Sea of the Philiftines) 
cn 


(69) 
though Solomon is ſaid to have had Dominion over 
thoſe Countries, from the River of Egypt to the Eu- 
phrates, and ſeems in general to have extended his 
Power from the Red-Sea to Tadmor, in the Deſert of 
Syria (33), yet the Tyrians and Zidonians were never 
ſubject to him, but always continued independent, 
tho' God had promiſed the 1/raelites to drive out the 
Zidonians before them (34). From whence it appears 
moſt probable, that as this Prophecy of the //raelites 
having the Poſſeſſion of all theſe Countries has not 
been yet fulfilled, ſo the Time will come when it ſhall 
be exactly accompliſned. And ſince at the Times 
we are now ſpeaking of, ſeveral of theſe Parts will be 
in a great meaſure void of Inhabitants; becauſe, being 
ſubject to the Turks, they will, tis likely, come up 
with them againſt the IJſraelites, and conſequently be 
deſtroyed (35); and ſince the Remainder of the / 
raelites ſtill left among the Nations, will be reſtored at 
this time : fo this ſeems to be the proper Period for 
the entire Fulfillment of this Prophecy. And to this 


on the weft, and to the. Deſert of Syria on the north, including 
perhaps all Lebanon, (fee Zechar. x. 10. and Deut. i. 7.) which 
reaches almoſt as far as Tripoli. See Maundrell, p. 142. and alſo 
the Country of the Zidonians, (ſee Foſh. xiii. 6) which extended 
quite to Tripoli. Now the Land allotted the Iſraelites, in Juſhua's 
Time, was, according to Mr. hiftoz, about 208 Miles long, 
and 100 broad: whereas from Ay/a, or Elath, on the Ned. Sea in 
Latitude 29 Degrees, ta Tripoli in Latitude 34 and a half, (or to 
Palmyra or Tadms)) is near 380 Engliſh Miles, See Mr. Bowen's 
Map of Turkey in Aſia, Arabia, &c. eſpecially for Palmyra, 
. which Moll has placed too far ſouth. For it is but about 150 
Miles S. S. E. or rather more 8. from 4/eppo; which laſt Place is 
in Latitude 36 and a half, according to Dr. Helle, See Philoſo- 
phical Tranſactions Abridg d. Vol. III. p. 492 522. and 525. 
The Diſtance from the Eupbrates to the Great Sea varies very 
much, and is more uncertain. : 

(33) 2 Chron. viii 4, 17. andix. 29. 

(34) Joſh. xiii, 6. T;re was built by the Zidaniant, as Juſtin 
tells us, Lib. 18. Ch. 3. And their Power extended as far north 
as Tripoli in Syria, which was built by the Zidoniani, the Tyrians, 
and Aradii. Diodor. Siculus, Lib. 16, Cap. 41. and Strabo, 
Lib. 16. | T 

(35) And Edom, Moab, and Ammon, which are not ſubdued by 
the Turks, will bo ſubjecled to the ſcaelites, Lia, xi. 14. 


L Purpoſe 


(70) 
ſe Jaiab tells them, Thy waſte and thy deſolate 
Places, and the Land of thy Deſtruftion ſhall even now 
be too narrow by reaſon of the Inhabitants, and they 
that fwallowed thee up (that is, the Turks, &c.) ſhall 
be far away : the Children thou ſhalt have after thou haſt 
life the other, ſhall ſay in thine Ears, the Place is too 
firaight for me, give place to me, that I may dwell (36). 
So allo God, by Zechariah, ſays, I will ſtrengthen the 
Hlouſe of Judah, and 1 will ſave the Houſe of Joſeph, 
and I will bring them into the Land of Gilead and Leba- 
non, and Place fhall not be found for them (37). So 
that even the Mountains of Gilead and Lebanon, added 
to the former Land of Jyrael, ſhall ſtill be too little, 
and their Poſſeſſions will be extended _ wo me 
Euphrates and the Red-Sea. 
Thus have we conſidered the Prophecies relating to 
the Times, when the Maſſiah ſhall be the Prince or 
King of the Iſraeliles; but we find other Prophecies, 
which confider him as the Sovereign of the whole 
World, and which ſeem to relate to the laſt Times of 
all, to which we now proceed. | 
How long will be the Interval of time between theſe 
two Periods, is uncertain ; but if that ancient Tradi- 
tion among the ers be true, that the World ſhould | 
continue ſix thouſand Years in this unhappy State, 
ſurrounded with Evils and Afffictions of various kinds, 
and that the ſeven thouſandth ſhould be the Sabbath, 
or univerſal Reſt: then the Reign of the Maſſiab, as 
the King of the whole Earth, will be eſtabliſned, when 
the World ſhall be ſix thouſand Years old. Juſt be- 
fore which Period, another Power will ſtand up a- 
gainſt the Mefieb the Prince of Princes, and probably 
attempt the Deſtruction of the Jfraehtes : but God will 
then appear, the Judgment will ſit, he Beaſt will be 
flain, his Body deſtroyed, and given to the burning Flame : 
(38) that is, thoſe People will be W Fart of 


(36) 7/a. xlix. 19. 20. See alſo 3 2, 


(37) Zecbar. x. b, 10. Then alſo ſhall 1 become a Foifol 


Field, Jſa. xxix. 17. 
35) Dan. vii. 7 to 12, and viii, 23, 245 25. 5 
Abele 


i171) 
their Land. will be given to the Fire, and then the 
Reign of the Meſſiah will be eftabliſhed over the whole 


SECTION VI. 


Of the Reign of the Meſſiah over all the Earth in 
the laſt Days, the Reſurrection of Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, and Numbers of other excellent 
Perſons, to whom the Government of the Earth 

. woill be committed under the Meſſiah ; with ſome 
Account of the happy State of the reſt of Mankind 
during this Period. N | 


| of the Kingdom of the Maſſiab over the whole 
World, or the fifth great Empire, in its utmoft Extent, 
and Glory, For Daniel tells us, that the Image Ne- 
_buchadnezzar ſaw, repreſented the four Great Empires, 
which were to rule in the Earth, one after another. 
The firſt was the Babylonian, then flouriſhing in Daniel's 
Time : the ſecond, which roſe after it, was the Empire 
of the Medes and Perſians, eſtabliſhed by Darius and G. 
rus. The third, which ſucceeded this, was the Græcian, 
which roſe under Alexander, commonly called the 
Great: and the fourth, which was to be as ſtrong as 
Iron, and to ſubdue all, was the Roman Power, which 
was afterwards. to be divided or broke into ten King» 
doms, or Pawers, anſwering to the ten Toes of the 
Image (1). And then he adds, In the Days of 

(1) Dan. ii. 41, 42. compared with vii. 7, 24. I would here obe 
ſerve, that as far as I can judge, nine of the ten Kingdoms the fourth 
Empire was divided into, are theſe, Englund, France, Spain, Sa- 
oy, Bawaria, Genoa, Venice, Swiſfſerland, and Auſtria; the tenth 


I am yet uncertain of. All theſe ſeem to have riſen about 1299 
Years ago, when the Saxons, the Franks, the YVifigeths, the Bur- 


gundians, the Boii, the Ligures, Veneii, &c. either firſt ſettled 


themſelves in theſe Countries, or eſtabliſked their own Authority 
in theſe Places ; and yhere they all continue to reigu to this Day, 


5 — 6 


FE come in the laſt Place to the Eftablithment 


i 


” 
8 » „ 
m 8———— H- CCM „„ — — = — — —— — ——— — 
_ — — «a ES 2 - 
* — — — — — n — 
— - — 2 os — v - — — * 


— — 
— — — — 


1 
—— 


( 72) 
theſe Kings, the God of. — ſhall ſet up a Kingdom, 
which ſhall never be deſtroyed, but ſhall break in Pieces, 


and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and ſhall ſtand for 


ever (2). 
After this, God revealed the ſame things to Daniel, 


under the Repreſentation of four ſavage or wild Beaſts, 


anſwering to the various Characters and different Cir- 
cumftances of the ſame four Empires. He then gives 
us an Account of a future Judgment, and of the E- 
ſtabliſhment of the fifth Empire thus. I bebeld till the 


Thrones were coſt down, and the Ancient of Days did 


fit, whoſe Garment was white as Snow, and the Hair 
of his Head like the pure Wool : his Throne was like the 
fiery Flame, and his Wheels as burning Fire. A fiery 
Stream iſſued and came forth from before him; thou- 
fand thouſands miniſtred unto bim, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ſtood before him; the Fudgment was 
fet, and the Books were opened. Then follows the De- 
ſtruction of the fourth Beaſt or Empire; while the 
other three are ſtill to continue in being for a Seaſon 
and a Time, though their Power and Dominion is to 
be taken away. Then the Prophet goes on, I ſaw 


one like the Son of Man come to the Ancient of Days, 


and they brought him near before him, and there was 
given bim Dominion and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all 
People, Nations and Languages ſhould ſerve him; his 
Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, which ſhall not paſs 
away, end his Kingdom that which ſhall not be de- 
froyed (3). 

Here we ſee a Prediction of the Eſtabliſhment of an 
Empire, which ſhall bear rule over the whole Earth, 
and continue for ever, or to the End of the World ; 


and will do ſo till the final Eftabliſhment of the Me/#ah's Kingdom ; 
three of the ten only excepted, which are to fall before the eleventh 
Kingdom, that roſe after the other ten. Note, this Term 
'Horn, King, or Kingdom, is not to be confined to thoſe Powers 


only, that have the Title of King; but equally extends to all ſu- 
preme and independent Powers, whether they are called 1 


doms, Dukedoms, Electorates, or Republics, 
(2) Dan. ii. 31 to 46, | 
() Dan. vu, 1 to 17. ; oth x 
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the King of which will be the Meſiab. For it is 
this excellent Being Iſaiab ſpeaks of, There ball come 
a Rod out of the Stem of Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow 
out of bis Roots; and the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt 
upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the 
Spirit of Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, 
and of the Fear of the Lord. With Righteouſneſs ſhall 
he judge the Poor, and reprove with Equity for the Meek 
of- the Earth : and be ſhall ſinite the Earth with the 
Rod of his Mouth, and with the Breath of his Lips 
ſhall he flay the wicked: and Righteouſneſs ſball be the 
Girdle of his Loins, and Faithfulneſs the Girdle of his 
Reins (4). And again, in another Place, ſpeaking 
of this ſame glorious Perſon, he ſays, His Name ſhall 
be called Wonderful, Counſellor, Mighty, God, the Fa- 
ther of the future Age (5), the Prince of Peace. Of 
the Increaſe of his Government and Peace, there ſhall be 
no End, upon the Throne of David, and upon his Ring- 
dom (that is, at Jeruſalem) to order it, and to eſtabliſh it 
with Judgment aud with Juſtice, from henceforth even 
for ever. 

The Seat of this King the Meſſiah will be at Jam 
ſalem (6); and the Glory of God, that will conſtantly 
appear and dwell — will be exceeding great and 
conſpicuous. For it is of this Period we think 1/azab 


ſpeaks, when he ſays, The Sun ſhall be no more thy 


Light by Day, neither for Brightneſs ſhall the Moon give 
Light unto thee, but the Lord ſhall be unto thee an ever- 
laſting Light, and thy God thy Glory (7). And again, 
in another Place, Then ſhall the 34 be confounded, 
and the Sun DAT when the Lord of Hoſts ſhall reign 


(4) Za. xi. 1 to 6. 
9 So it ſhould be tranſlated, Ie. ix. 6, 7. See allo Eſalm Ixxii. 
to the ſame Purpoſe. 
{6) Ja. ii. 3. and xxiv. 23. and Ixv, 18, 19. Micah i ir. 2, 


| ©) La. Ix. 19. This ſeems to relate to theſe laſt Times, becauſe 
the Glory that is to reſt upon Mount Zion before this, is ſaid to be 
but as a Cloud and a Smoke by Day, and as the Shining of a 
flaming Fire by Night, Ja. iv. 5. whereas this is to be much 
more glorious. 
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(74) IR 
in Mount Zion and in Jeruſalem, and before his An- 
cients gloriouſly (8). And the City of Jeruſalem will 
now be built in a moſt. glorious Manner, and be 
moſt. beautifully adorned, fitted for the Reception 


of the Saints of the moſt High, and of their great 


King the Meſſiah; for it is to be the Throne of 


the Lord, the Palace and Court of the King, not 
only of Iſrael, but alſo of the whole Earth, Bebold, 
ſays God, I will lay thy Stones with fair Colours, and 


lay thy Foundations with Sapphires, I will make thy 


Windows of Agates, thy Gates of Carbuncles, and all 
thy Borders of precious Stones (o). | | 

The Saints of the moſt High leem to be the proper 
Inhabitants of this glorious City. And theſe will be 


not only the good //razlites, who ſhall be left alive at 


this Period; but we find alſo a Reſurrection of thoſe 
' eminently good and virtuous Perſons, who lived in 
former Times. For now many of them that fleep in the 
' Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake ; ſome to everlaſting Life, 
and ſome to Shame and everlaſting Contempt (10). So 


that not only many of the good ſhall riſe to enjoy all 


this Honour and Glory, but many of the wicked alſo 
to be puniſhed for their Iniquities. Then will Abraham, 


Tſaac, and Jacob once more live again, for God pro- 
miſed 30 give to them, in their own Perſons, (as well 
as to their Seed) he Land of Canaan for ever (11); 


whereas hitherto they have been only Strangers and 
Pilgrims in it (12); ſo that their Enjoyment and Poſ- 


ſeſſion of this Land ſeems to be yet future. And 
with them great Numbers of others, of every Age and 


Nation, who have been truly good and holy, will be 


Partakers of the {ame Reſurrection to everlaſting Life 
(8) Jſa. xxiv. 23. By his Ancients, J apprehend, are meant 


Abraham, Lſaac, and Jacob, and all thoſe worthy Perſons who 


lived in former Times, and ſhall now be raiſed from the dead. 
(9) Tha. liv. 11, 12. | nr 
(10) Dan, xil. 2. ne 
(11) Cen. xiii. 15, 17, and xv. 7. and xvi. 8. and xxvi. 3. and 


XXxViit. 13. and xxxv. 12. Exod. vi. 4, 8. Deut. i. 8. and xxx. 


70. Jer. xxv. 5. 8 

(4:2) Gen. xvii. 8. and xxiii. 4. and xxviii. 4. and xxxvii. 1. 
add. vi. 4. | 
and 
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and Happineſs (13). Theſe are the Saints of the moſt 
High, who, under the Meſſiab, are to be the Lords 
and Governors of the reſt of the World: theſe are 
they to whom the Kingdom and Dominion, and the Great- 
neſs of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven ſhall be gi- 
ven, even to the People of the Saints of the mojt High, 
who ſhall take it, and poſſeſs the Kingdom fer ever and 
ever (14). And to diſtinguiſh them in a more emi- 
nent Manner from the reſt of Mankind, their Bodies 
alſo ſhall be made glorious ; ſo that they that are wiſe, 

or thoſe who have lived a holy, a righteous and a good 


Life, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and 


they that have turned many to Righteouſneſs, (which is 
a more excellent Degree of Virtue, as being more ex- 
tenſively uſeful) ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever and 
ever (15). | | 

Such will be the great Happineſs of thoſe, who 
ſhall be found worthy to partake of this Reſurrection, 
and to be numbered among the Saints of the moſt 
High. Now at the Beginning of this glorious State, 
there ſeems as if ſome Renovation would be made 
here, both on the Earth, and in the Air or Heavens : 
ſuch an Alteration as will make them more healthy 
and more fruitful, without any of thoſe Inclemencies 
they are now ſubject to, and therefore they are called 
by the Name of New Heavens, and a new Earth (16), 
in oppoſition to their preſent State. 

| | L 2 As 
| (13) For the Numbers that will ſtand before God at this Judg- 


ment, are ten thouſand times ten thouſand. Dax. vii. 10. 


(14) Dan. vii. 18, 27. ' 

(15) Dan. xii. 3. So that the ſame Glory which clothed Ad n 
and Ewe in Paradiſe, inſomuch that they knew not that they were 
naked, and which left them upon eating the Fruit of the for- 
bidden Tree; which was of ſuch a poiſonous Quality, as to di- 
veſt them of that glorious Covering, and leave them naked and 
aſhamed : this Glory, I ſay, ſeems to be reſtored to all the Good 
that ſhall riſe at this Period. | 
(16) J. lxv. 17, 18. and Ixvi. 22. ſee alſo li. 6, As the 
Heavens, that is the Air, which ſurrounds this Earth, is to be 
made neu, it may be enquired, whether there will then be any 
Clouds or Rain? For in the firſt State of Paradiſe, we are told, 


that zhe Lord God had wot cauſed it to rain upon the Earth, but there 
andy, avert 
G 7 


(569) :* 

As to the State and Condition of the reſt of Man- 
k ind, ſtill living in the various Parts of the World, we 
find that he Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of the 
Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea (17). So that the 
Practice of Virtue will appear truly amiable, and a 
Life ſuitable thereto, will be enforced by the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments, and by the nobleſt Examples; and true 
Religion and Virtue will very probably greatly prevail. 
And it is of theſe Times, we think, God, by his Pro- 
phet Malachi ſpeaks, ſaying, From the riſing of the 
Sun, even unto the going "down of the ſame, my Name 
ſhall be great among the Gentiles, and in every Place In- 
cenſe ſhall be offered unto my Name, and a pure Offering: 
for my Name ſhall be great among the Heathen, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts (18). The Conſequence of this will be, 
(as long as Mankind ſhall continue to be good and 
virtuous) the happy Enjoyment of every Bleſſing, 
with Health and long Life (19), and the . greateſt 
Plenty and Proſperity. For as God makes Miſery to 
follow Vice, ſo on the contrary, the Work of Righ- 
tcouſneſs ſhall be Peace; and the Effect of Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall be Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 

Thus ſhall univerſal Peace and Happineſs flouriſh 
in the World, free from thoſe terrible Deſtructions and 
Calamities, that Waſting and Deſolation, which the 
avent up a Miſt from the Earth, and watered the whole Face of the 
Ground, Gen. ii. 5, 6. And 'tis probable, there was no Rain till 
the Flood as the Rainbow ſeems then to have been firſt ſeen.— 
If that State he reſtored, plentiful Dews falling every Night, wil 
tully ſupply the want of Rain. 

(17) . xi. 9. 


18) Malacbi i. 
(19) It ſeems to whe; that the Term of Life allotted the Inha- 


bitants of the World in theſe future Times, will be in general 
about one hundred Years : but they who fin againſt God, after he 
has given them this great Light and Knowledge, will be accurſed 
by him, and puniſhed after their Death, though they ſhall alſo 
attain to this Age, J. Ixv. 20. For though the three foregoing 
Verſes relate to ſome of the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, that is, the 
Zoclites ſtill remaining there, agreeably to Jſaiab Ixvi. 22. yet 
tis probable, the Caſe will be the ſame with the reſt of Mankind. 
—— But we muſt except all thoſe who are raiſed from the dead, 
becauſe they are promiſed everlaſting Life, Dan. xii. 2. and there- 
fore cannot die any more. 


| Rulers 


(77) 

Rulers of this World, from Pride, Ambition or Re- 
venge, now ſpread among Mankind. But during theſe 
laſt Times, there ſhall be no more War, for the 
peaceful Kingdom of the Maſiab ſhall be eſtabliſhed: 
over the whole Earth, and all Nations ſhall go up at 
proper Seaſons to Jeruſalem, to the Throne of the 
Lord, to worſhip before him at his holy Mountain, 
and to receive his Laws and Commands. For it Hall 
come to paſt in the laſt Days, that the Meuntain of the 
Lord's Hwmuſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Top of the Moun- 
tains, and ſhall be exalted above the Hills, and all Na- 
tions ſhall flow unto it: and many People ſball go and ſay, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, 
to the Houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach 1s 
of his Ways, and we will walk in his Paths: for cut of 
Zion ſhall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord 
from Jeruſalem. And he ſhall judge among the Na- 
lions, and ſhall rebuke many People, and they ſhall beat 
"their Swords into Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into 
Pruning-hooks : Nation, Hall not lift up Sword againſt 
Nation, neither ſhall they learn War any more. But 
they fhall fit every Man 3 his Vine, and under his 
Fig-tree, and none ſhall make them afraid, for the Mouth | 
of the Lord of Hoſts hath ſpoken-it (20). 

And now even the noxious Animals will become 
harmleſs, and the wild Beaſts of Prey will no longer 
devour one another. But the Wolf and the Lamb ſhall 
feed together, and the Lion ſhall eat Straw like the Bul- 
lock, and Duſt ſhall be the Serpent's Meat (21). The 
Wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
ſhall he down with the Kid, and the Calf, and the young 
Lion, and the Fatling together, and a little Chi'd ſhall 
lead them, And the Cow and the Bear ſhall feed, their 
young ones ſhall lie down together, and the Lion ſhall eat 
Straw like the Ox: and-the ſucking Child ſhall play on the 
Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Child fhall put his 
Hand on the Cockatrice Den. They fhall noi | nor 


(20) 1/a. ii. 2, 3, 4. Micah iv. 1 to 5. 
(21) Ja. Ixv. 25. The Serpent ſeems ſtill to remain under the 
firſt Curſe, Gen. iii. 14. 
deſtroy 
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deftroy in all my holy Mountain, for the Earth ſhall be 


full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 


the Sea (22). So that all Nature will put off the De- 
formity and Confuſion of their preſent State, and be 
reſtored to the Purity, Splendor, and Beauty of the 
firſt Creation. This opens a new Scene, worthy the 
Attention of every good and beneficent Mind, to find 
a Reſtitution and Renovation of the firſt Times before 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion; new Heavens and a new 
Earth, the Habitation of the Righteous, crowned with 
everlaſting Glory and Honour, and univerſal Peace 
and Harmony reſtored throughout the whole Creation, 


(22) Ja. xi. 6 to 10, 


AN 


(79) | 
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APPENDIX 
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AVING mentioned in the Dedication the 
"2 great Neceſſity of a holy, good and righteous 
Life, and the ſtrict Obligation you are under to the 
moral, as well as to the ceremonial Laws of God ; it 
may not be amiſs to proſecute this Subject a little 
further, and ſet the moral Laws in a clear Light. 
The firſt Laws given to your Anceſtors by God, 
are the 'Ten Commandments, which forbid all Ido- 
latry, and the Worſhip of Images, and enjoin them 
to worſhip no other God but himſelf, not to take his 
Name in vain, and to ſet apart the Seventh or Sab- 
bath-Day, to keep it holy, and to do no Manner of 
Work upon it. To honour your Parents, not to 
kill, nor commit Adultery, not to ſteal, not to bear 
talſe Witneſs againſt your Neighbour, nor covet nor 
deſire any thing that is his. And therefore the plain 
Deſign of theſe Laws, is to teach you, in the firſt 
Place, to worſhip the one only true God; and ſe- 
condly, to implant in your Minds a real and ſincere 
Love for your Neighbour, that ſo you may do no- 
thing to him that is wrong and unjuſt, nor even 1n- 
dulge the leaſt Deſire after any thing that is his, leſt 
it ſhould tempt, or incline you to do, or wiſh him 
any III. | 
The God of 7/-ael is repreſented to us, as the one 
only true God, ſupreme and independent, who is 
eternal from everlaſting to everlaſting : whoſe Wiſdom 
is 


( 80 ) 


is perfect, whoſe Knowledge is yniverſal, and bound- 
leſs, and is every where preſent: whoſe Power is infi- 
nite and unlimited, whoſe Will and Pleaſure none can 
reſiſt, for all things depend upon him, and are ſub- 
ject to him, Yet is he full of Goodneſs and Benefi- 
cence,; the Creator of all things, the Fountain of 
Life, and the Preſerver and Goverpour of all his 
Creatures, Who is true and faithful to his Word, 
juſt and righteous, and of the greateſt Purity and 
Holineſs : yet merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering 
and full of Compaſſion, ſlow to Anger, and abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth, forgiving Iniquity upon Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Lite, who will greatly 
reward the Good and Obedient, and ſeverely puniſh 
the Diſobedient and Wicked (1). 5 wy 
(1) Thus we are aſſured, there is but one God, Deut. vi. 4. and 
xxxii. 39. Ja. xliii. 10, 11. and xlv. 21, 22. the God of Abr a- 
ham, 1ſaac, and Jacob, Exod. iii. 15. who is above all, and 
there is none elſe, Deut. iv. 39. and xxxii. 39. Ja. xlv. 21, 22. 
who is eternal, even from everlaſting to everlaſting, Deut. xxxii. 


40. and xxxiii. 27. Pſalm xc. 2. and cii. 27. Jſa. Iii. 15. Dau. 


xii. 7. Wiſdom is his, by which he made the Earth, c. P/alm 
Civ. 24. Fer. x. 12. and li. 15. Dan. ii, 20 He knows our 
Thoughts, and is acquainted with all our Ways, 1 Chen. xxviii. 
9. P/4/m cxxxix. 1 to 5. And he is preſent every where, and fil 
Heaven and Earth, 1 Kings viii. 27. E/. exxxix. 7 to 13. Ter. 
XX1. 24. The Almighty God, who does according” to his Will, 
and none can deliver out of his Hand. Gen. xvii. 1. Deut. xxxii. 
39- and 1 Cron. xxix. 11, 12. I/. xliii. 13. Jer. x. 12. Dan. 


Iv 35. He is good to all, and his tender Mercies are over all his 


Works. P/. xxxiit. 5. and cxlv. 9. Fer. ix, 24. the Creator of 
all things, Cen. i. E/. xxxiii. 6. the Fountain of Life, P/ xxxvi. 
9. the Preſerver of all Things, Nehem. ix. 6. Pf. xxxvi. 6. who 
rules and governs the Nations, E/. xxii. 28. and cxlv. 13. Dan. 
iv. 17. Be is a faithful God, a God of Truth, and without Ini- 
quity, juſt and right, Deut. vii. 9. and xxxii. 4. Fer. ix. 24. un- 
changeable, P/. xxxiii. 11. Malachi iii. 6. who is holy, and of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, Levit. xix. 2. Jeſb. xxiv. 19. 
P/. v. 4. Ila. vi. 3. Hab. i. 13. He is alſo merciful and gracious, 
long-ſuffering, and ful of Compaſſion, ſlow to Anger, and abun- 
danc in Goodneſs and Truth, Exod. xxxiv. 6. P/. Ixxxvi. 15. and 
ciii. 8, 9, 10, 11. and cxlv. 8, Joel ii. 13. forgiving Iniquity upon 
Repentance and Amendment, Ja. i. 16, 17, 18. and lv. 7. Exel. 
xvlli 21 to 29. and xxxiii. 14, 15, 16, who will reward the 
Good and Upright, P/. Ixxxiv. 11. I/. iii. 10. and xxxii. 17. 
Dan. xii. 3. and puniſh the Wicked, Deut. vii. 10. Eſ. xi. 5, 6. 
Il. iii. 11. and xlviii. 22. Dan, xi. 2, 3 

kT Since 


( 31 ) 
Since this is the Character of this moſt excellent 
and glorious Being, how does it become us to walk 
with all Humility before him, to put our Truſt and 
Confidence in him, to love him with all that real Af- 
fection, and with that Veneration and Fear, which is 
due to ſo good, ſo wiſe and powerful a God, and to 
pay a ready and exact Obedience to all his Commands. 
' Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord, and thou 
PDalt love him with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Might : thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, 
and ſerve him, and thou ſhalt diligently keep his Com- 
mandments and his Statutes, which he has commanded 
thee. And they ſhall be in thy Heart, and thou ſhalt. 
teach them diligently unto thy Children, and fhalt talk of 
them when thou fitteſt in thy Houſe, and when thou walks 
eſt by the way, when thou lyeſt down, and when thou 
| riſeſt up (2). And as you are commanded to be holy, 
'l' becauſe the Lord your God is holy (3); fo this obliges 
you to purify yourſelves from all the Vices and Pollu- 
tions, which prevail among the Gentiles, that you 
may be unto God, a Kingdom of Prieſts, and a holy 
Nation (4). And to implant in you a conſtant Truſt 
and Dependence upon his wiſe and kind Providence, 
all your Males are commanded (when you are in your 
own Land) to go up three times in the Year to Fe- 
ruſalem, to the Worſhip of God, leaving your Habi- 
tations (defenceleſs and expoſed to your Enemies) | 
under his ſole Care and Protection, who has promiſed | 
to defend and preſerve them (5). So alſo you are | 
\l obliged to let your whole Land lie at reſt; and uncul- 
tivated every ſeventh Year, while the ſixth ſhall al- - 
ill ways produce a double Crop (6). Which Laws are | 
wiſely intended to anſwer this great Deſign, to ſhew | 
the World, that the God of 1/ae! is the true God: | 
and to convince you of God's particular and imme- 
diate Providence and Government on the Earth, 
(2) Deut. vi. 4 to 8; 13, 17. | 
14 (3) Levit. xix. 2. and xx. 7. 
3 Exod. xix. 6. 
5 


Exod. xxxiv. 23, 24. 
(6) Levit. xxv. t to 23. 
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The Duties you owe to your Neighbour, are in the 
firſt Place, to be careful to do nothing to him in any 
Reſpect that is wrong or unjuſt ; for as a Man does to 
his Neighbour, /o ſhall it be done to bim (7). And all 
kinds of Oppreſſion, or of Frauds oo Deceits, in 
buying and ſelling, are expreſsly forbid (8); neither 
ſhall ye deal falfly, nor lie one unto another (g): and ye 
ſhall do no Unrighteouſneſs, in Fudgment, in Weight, or 
in Meaſure : juſt Ballances, a perfect and a juſt Weight, 
and a perfect and juſt Meaſure ſhalt thou have (10). 


But further, you are not only to do no wrong to 


another, but you muſt alſo be zealous to do good to 
others, in the ſame manner as you delire others ſhould 
do to you in the ſame Caſe; and therefore you are 

commanded to love your Neighbour as yourſelf (11). 
You mult therefore not only abſtain from afflicting 
the Widow, and the Fatherleſs, the Poor and Stran- 
ger, but you muſt alſo freely give them, according 
to what od has bleſſed you with (12). And if thou 


lend Money to the Poor, thou ſhalt not be to him as an 


Uſurer, neither ſhalt thou, lay upon him Uſury(13) : but 
thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto thy poor Brother, 
and ſhalt furely lend him ſufficient for his need in that 
which he wanteth : nay further, though the ſeventh 
Year be at hand, when all Debts are to be forgiven, 
and therefore you are not to be paid again, yet beware 
that there be not a Thought in thy wicked Heart, ſaying, 


the ſeventh Year, the Year of Releaſe is at hand; and 


(7) Tewit. xxiv. 19, 20. See alſo Exod. xxi. 24, 25. and xxii. 5, 
6, 9. Deut. xix. 19. 8 | | | 
(8) Lewit. xxv. 14. 
N 0) Lewit. xix. 1 1. | | 
10) Lewit. xix. 35, 36. Deut. xxv. 13, 14, 15. 
(11) Levit. xix. 18. | | SY 
(12) Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24. Deut. xxvi. 12, 13. and xiv. 28, 29. 
(13) Exod. xxii. 25. If you take a Pledge of the Poor and 
Needy, as a Security for the Money you lend, you muſt not take 
thoſe things of which they have conſtant need, as the ſmall Mill- 


ſtones they uſed for grinding their Corn, nor a Widow's Raiment : - 


and if you take any Raiment of the Poor for a Pledge, you muſt 
return it again before Night. Exod. xxii. 26, 27. Deut. xxiv. 6, 


10, 11, 12, 17. | 
| = 
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thine Eye be evil againſt thy poor Brother, and thou 


ger, or Sojourner, that dwells among you ; and if he 


(833) 


giveſt him nought, and he cry unto the Lord againſt thee, 
and it be Sin unto thee : thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and 
thine Heart ſhall not be grieved when thou giveſt unto 
him (14). And this Law of Love and Kindneſs to 
the Poor, is not to be confined to the Poor of the I/. 
raelites only, but muſt alſo be extended to the Stran- 


becomes poor, and falls into decay, then thou ſhalt re- 
lieve him, that ne may live with thee, and take thou no 
Ufury of him nor Increaſe (15). And, to confirm you 
in this excellent Practice of Goodneſs and Beneficence 
to the Poor, you are further commanded, when you 
reap the Harveſt of your Land, then thou ſhalt not 
wholly reap the Corners of thy Field, neither ſhalt thou 
gather the Gleanings of thy Harveſt : thou ſhalt not glean 
thy Vineyard, neither ſhalt thou gather every Grape of 
thy Vineyard, thou ſhalt leave them for the Poor and the 
Stranger, for the Fatherleſs, and for the Widow (16). 
To theſe we may add the Laws relating to Servants; 
Tf thy Brother, a Hebrew Man or a Hebrew Woman, 
be ſold unto thee, thou ſhalt not rule over him with Ri- 
gour : and after he has ſerved thee fix Years, then in the 
ſeventh thou ſhalt let him go free from thee : and when 
thou ſendeſt him out free from thee, thou ſhalt not let him 
go away empty, but thou ſhalt furniſh him liberally out of 
thy Flock, and out of thy Floor, and out of thy Wine- 
preſs (17); that he may not be liable to be ſoon re- 
duced to the ſame Congiſion again, And thou ſhalt 


(14) Deut. xv. 7 to 12. | 
(15) Lewit. xxv. 35, 3% Note, all Uſury or Intereſt upon 
Money, &c. lent by one //-az/ite to another, is forbid : they 
were to lend freely to each other what they wanted, and receive 
only the Principal again: and God aſſured them, he would bleſs 
them for this their Kindneſs to one another. But of a Stranger 
(except the poor Stranger) they were allowed to take Uſury and 
Intereſt, Deut. xv. 1 to 12. and xxiii. 19, 20. So allo every 
ſeventh Year, all Debts contracted with an 1/rae/ite were to be 
releaſed or forgiven, but not ſo with a Stranger. Deut. xv. 1 to 5. 

(16) Levit. xix. 9, 10. and xxfii, 22. Sd alſo of the Olive-trees, 
Sc. Deut. xxiv. 19, 20, 21. 

(17) Deut. xv. 12, 13, 14. Levit. xxv. 3) to 44. 
AV M 2 not 
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not oppreſs a hired Servant, that is poor and needy, whe- 
ther he be of thy Brethren, or of thy Strangers that are in 
thy Land within thy Gates; neither ſhalt thou detain his 
Wages from him, not even one Night (18). 

But further, you are to do good, and to be kind 
and friendly, even to your Enemies : If thou meet thine 
 Emnemy*'s Ox, or his Aſs, going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely 
bring it back to him again: and if thou ſee the Aſs of 
him that hateth thee, lying under his Burden, and wouldſt 
Forbear to help him, thou fhalt ſurely help with him(19). 
Nor are you allowed by any means to indulge a revenge- 
ful or malicious Spirit; for God commands you not to 
avenge yourſelves, nor bear any Grudge againſt your 
Neighbour. Wherefore if in any thing he offends, 
you are not to hate him, but with Moderation and 
Goodneſs to rebuke him, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 
Neither ſhalt thou go up and down as a Tale-bearer among 
zby People (20), publiſhing your Neighbour's Frailties 


and Infirmities to his Diſadvantage, without anſwering 


any good Purpole. 8 | 
And with regard to Strangers, or the Gentiles, who 


deſire to live peaceably among you in your Land, you 


are commanded not to vex or oppreſs them, but to con- 


ider, that you alſo were Strangers in the Land of 


Egypt (21), and in other Countries: and therefore, 
as you deſire the People of other Nations among 
whom you dwell, ſhould uſe you with Kindneſs and 
Beneficence, ſo you alſo ſhould do the ſame to them, 
when in your Country, agg ſuſfer them to dwell 
peaceably and comfortably among you, And there- 
fore God tells you, that the Stranger that dawell- 
eth with you, ſhall be unto you as one born among (t 
you, and thou fhalt love him as thyſelf (22). And 
if he becomes poor, you are commanded to re- 
lieve him (23): and alſo to give of your Tythes unto 

(18) Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Levit. xix. 13. | . 

(19) Exod. xxiii. 4, 5 

(20) Ler it. xix. 16, 17, 18. See Prov. xxiv. 29. 


(21) Exod. xxii. 21., and xxiii. 9. Deut. xxvii. 19. 
(22) Lewit. xix. 33, 34. 


23) Levit. xxv. 3 5. See alſo Note (16.) 


ö 


(85) 

the Stranger, as well as to the Levite, the F atherleſs, 
and the Widow (24). For the Lord your God is God of 
Gods, and Lord of Lords, the Great God, the Mighty, 
and the Terrible ; who regardeth not P erſons, nor taketh 
Reward : he executes the Fudgment of the Fatherleſs and 
Widow, and loveth the Stranger in giving him Food and 
Raiment : love ye therefore the Stranger, for ye were 
Strangers in the Land of Egypt (25). 


What an amiable Temper of Mind do theſe Laws 


enjoin ? which if duly attended to, would train you 
up in the ſteady Practice of Goodneſs and Beneficence, 
in the wiſe and regular Government of your Paſſions 
and Deſires, and fit you for that exalted Station in this 
World, which God deſigned you. O that they 
were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they would 
conſider their latter End. 

To theſe we may add, the extending your Goodneſs 
and Mercyieven to the Animals themſelves ; for one 
Reaſon God gives for keeping a Reſt on the ſeventh 
Day, is that thy Ox and thy Aſs may reſt (26). And 


indeed it is the Mark and duty of a good Man to be 


merciful to his Cattle, not to load them with too great 
Burdens, not to puniſh them with too much Severity, 
or withhold from them the neceſſary Refreſhments, 
which their State and their Labour require. And that 
every kind Temper and Diſpoſition towards them may 
be encouraged, you are commanded not to muzzle the 
Ox when he treadeth out the Corn (27), that he may eat 
as well as work, and enjoy ſome immediate F ruits of 
his Labour. 

Theſe are the chief of the moral Laws, which God, 
by Moſes, has commanded you to obſerve: ſo alſo he 
aſſures you by his Prophets, that a humble and a con- 


trite Heart, with a fincere Truſt in God, and Depen- 


(24) Deut. xiv. 28, 29. and xxvi. 12, 13. 

(25) Deut. x. 17, 18, 19. 

(25) Exod. xx11. 12. 

(27) Deut. xxv. 4, Note, in the Eaſtern Countries they don't 
threſh, but tread out the Corn by Oxen. — See more Laws to 
encourage Tenderneſs and Compaſſion towards the Animals, Deut. 
XXi, 6, 7. Levit. xxii. 27, 28, Exod. xxiii. 19. 
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dence upon him, Holineſs and Purity of Mind, Righ- 
teouſneſs and Juſtice, Mercy and Goodneſs, with In- 
tegrity and Uprightneſs of Heart, are the only, things 
that can render you acceptable in his Sight. 

And though the ceremonial Laws were inſtituted 
by God himſelf, and therefore muſt be ſtrictly obeyed, 
and exactly performed : yet he aſſures you, they are 
of no Value without real Holineſs, and a Life of true 
Virtue, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs. To what pur- 
poſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me, ſaith the 
Lord, 1 am full of the burnt Offerings of Rams, and the 
Fat of Fred Beaſts, and Ideligbt not in the Blood of Bullocks, 
or of Lambs, or of He-goats. Bring no more vain Ob- 
lations, Incenſe is an Abomination to me : the New 
Moons and Sabbaths, the Calling of Aſſemblies I cannot 
away with, it is Iniquity, even the ſolemn Meeting. — 
But waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the Evil of your a 
Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to 
do well, ſeek Judgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, Judge the 
Patherlefs, plead for the Widow (28). And again, I 
defired Mercy and not Sacrifice, and the Knowledse of 
| God more than Burnt-offerings (29). And to the ſame 
purpoſe Samuel ſays, Hath the Lord as great Delight in 
Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices, as in obeying the Voice of 
'the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than ſacrifice, and 
to bearken than the Fat of Rams (30). | 

Let us not then, my Friends, entertain the leaſt 
Thought, as though Obedience to the ceremonial 
Laws alone, without true Holineſs, Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs, can by any means entitle us to the Favour 
of God, or make any Attonement for a wicked Life. 
This has ever been, and ſtill is, what Numbers of 
Perſons, and every wicked Man in particular, of. all 
Religions in the World, would fain believe and incul- 
cate, But they deceive themſelves, for all theſe things 


(28) Ia. i. 11, 13, 16, 17. 
(29) Hoſea vi. 6. | 
(30) 1 Sam. xv. 22. See alſo how the P/almift underſtood it, 
P/. 01 16 16, 194, And remember the Words of Balaam, Micab vi. 
55 , 7,8 « 
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are infinitely more eaſy than the Reformation of the 
Heart: and the better and more excellent the Reli- 
gion is, ſo much the worſe is that Man's Caſe, if it 
has no Influence upon his Life and Actions. For 
unto the Wicked God ſaith, what haſt thou to do to declare 
my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldſt take my Covenant in 
thy Mouth, ſeeing thou hateſt Inſtruction, and caſieſs my 
Words behind thee (31). | 
The moral Laws of God are to be conſidered as a 
Rule of Life, the continual Guide and Director of all 
our Actions, that ſo the ſettled Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of our Minds, and the conſtant Tendency of all 
our Actions, may be the promoting the higheſt Re- 
gard and Veneration for God, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of Virtue, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in the World, 
in which the Perfection of human Nature conſiſts, 
But we muſt imbibe the Principles they teach, lay 
them to Heart, and reduce them to Practice; that fo 
we may attain to that amiable Simplicity of Life and 
Manners, which is our diſtinguiſhing Excellency, and 
our trueſt Glory. Mo is wiſe, and be ſhall underſtand 
theſe things, prudent and he ſhall know them * For the "_ 
Mays of the Lord are right, and the Juſt ſhall walt in;nsgs᷑ 
them; but the Tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein (327. ib: 
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(31) Eſalm l. 16, 17. 
(32) Hoſea xiv. 9. 
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